
Five Things Everyone Should Know about RSS 
Headlines
RSS stands for “really simple syndication” and is a Web format 
used to gather frequently updated content such as blog entries, 
news headlines, or podcasts.  Content in an RSS format is read 
using a feed reader, also called an RSS aggregator, such as the 
RSS Headlines tool in ANGEL.

Here are five things everyone should be aware of regarding RSS 
Headlines:

1.	 The RSS Headlines component can be added to the My 
	 Profile page through the Edit Page option.

2.	 Unlike standard hyperlinks that you use to jump to your 
	 favorite Web sites in order to check for updates, the RSS 
	 Headlines component pulls in any new content from them in 
	 the form of a headline. 

3.	 The headline is actually a direct link to the blog entry, news 
	 story, or podcast and is usually accompanied with a brief 
	 description of the topic. The automated process makes it 
	 easier for you to keep up with what is happening on your 
	 favorite sites.

4.	 You have the option of selecting an RSS feed from the list 
	 provided in ANGEL or you can add your own feed by 
	 selecting the Other button and entering the feed address 
	 and then naming it.

5.	 Some RSS feeds you may be interested in subscribing to 
	 include:

	 	 •	 ANGEL Community Hub: 
			   http://ets.tlt.psu.edu/angel/rss.xml

	 	 •	 The Blogs at Penn State Community: 
			   http://blogger.psu.edu/rss.xml

	 	 •	 Digital Commons at Penn State Community: 
			   http://digitalcommons.psu.edu/rss.xml

	 	 •	 Education Technology Services: 
			   http://ets.tlt.psu.edu/?feed=rss2

	 	 •	 Information Technology Services: 
			   https://mac.its.psu.edu/news/news.rss

To Find out More about RSS Headlines
To learn more about this and other topics related to 
ANGEL, Penn State’s Course Management System, 
check out the ANGEL Community Hub at 
http:// ets.tlt.psu.edu/angel/.
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To add one or all of these feeds to your RSS Headlines 
component:

1.	 Click the edit button in the RSS Headlines toolbar.

2.	 Click the Other button to the right of the Sources 
	 pull-down menu.

3.	 Enter the RSS feed URL into the first pop-up box and 
	 click the OK button.

4.	 Enter the title of the RSS feed into the second pop-up 
	 box and click the OK button.

5.	 (Optional) Check the Show Titles check box to 
	 display the title of each RSS feed.

6.	 Click the OK button. 


