
Scholarship 

A community is like a ship; 
everyone ought to be prepared to 
take the helm."  

 
Henrik Ibsen, Norwegian 
playwright (1828-1906) 
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Citizenship 

If your actions inspire others to 
dream more, learn more, do 
more and become more, you are 
a leader. 
                              John Adams 

(1735-1826) 
 

Leadership 

  “A good head and good heart 
are always a formidable 
combination. But when you add 
to that a literate tongue or pen, 
then you have something very 
special.”                                    
                         Nelson Mandela     
                          (1918-present)  
                                                                                                                                   

ENGAGE the Lion? What’s this? 
The Laboratory for Civic Engagement has created a newsletter 
titled “ENGAGE the Lion.”  Published three times a year, the 
newsletter focuses on topics from Penn State Brandywine that 
connect to the themes of citizenship, scholarship, and leadership, 
in a civic engagement context. 

The newsletter name is a play on our Nittany Lion identity.  The 
newsletter highlights the engagement of our students, their 
connections with community partners, and their demonstrated 
leadership.  Be sure to visit our website to explore a full reporting 
of our activities and opportunities. 

http://engage.bw.psu.edu 
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Pictured above: Dr. Laura Guertin, Coordinator of the 
Laboratory for Civic Engagement at Penn State 

Brandywine, at the MLK National Memorial in DC. 

http://engage.bw.psu.edu 

Making the Laboratory Possible 

The establishment of the Laboratory for Civic 
Engagement would not have been possible 
without a generous donation from David and 
Marjorie Rosenberg.  We encourage you visit 
our website (http://engage.bw.psu.edu/about/) 
to read David's biography and learn about the 
individual that has allowed Penn State 
Brandywine to coordinate and further expand its 
civic engagement efforts for the campus and 
community. 

Hello, and welcome to the second issue of the 
Laboratory for Civic Engagement’s newsletter, 
ENGAGE the Lion!  I must begin by thanking 
Laboratory Communications Intern Zanya 
Stephenson for her hard work in pulling together the 
items for this issue.  Our Laboratory activities 
continue to expand, making it a challenge for us to 
determine what to highlight in this print report.  We 
hope you are inspired as much as we are by the 
innovations and accomplishments demonstrated by 
Penn State Brandywine students. 

I began the semester with some inspiration from 
outside of the campus.  I had a conference in January 
in Washington DC the week after the Martin Luther 
King, Jr. National Memorial was dedicated.  Despite 
the chilly 30-degree temperature (as evidenced by no 
one else in the photo to the left with me!), I knew I 
had to take advantage of the timing and opportunity 
to visit the site.  The 30-foot Memorial is impressive, 
surrounded with quotes by Dr. King engraved on 
granite walls.  I could not help but leave the site 
reflective and wanting to share the experience with 
campus students in the future.  

Speaking of campus students, we are making a strong 
effort to highlight individual students that really excel 
in the areas of citizenship, scholarship, and 
leadership.  We have added a new section to our 
Laboratory website called “Student Profiles,” and are 
creating one-page descriptions of these students and 
their activities.  We are beginning to highlight 
courses that go above-and-beyond in civic 
engagement with The Rosenberg Course designation 
(see page 8).  And with generous funding from 
Chancellor Wisniewska, we offer two internship 
positions for students (see the back page of the 
newsletter to meet Zanya and Maria).  Funding from 
donor David Rosenberg allowed one student to 
travel to meet the Consulate General of the United 
States in Barcelona, Spain.  We are thrilled to be able 
to offer the resources and opportunities for students 
to further their own growth as leaders. 

Please visit our website (http://engage.bw.psu.edu) 
to view postings on all of our activities and 
opportunities, and please do not hesitate to contact 
me with any questions, comments, or ideas. 

Dr. Laura Guertin 
Email:  engage@bw.psu.edu 

Message from the Coordinator 
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In honor of MLK Day, the 
campus celebrated a week of 
lectures and service 
opportunities.  THON, 
Knittany Lion Needleworks, 
We Are Penn State M.A.D.E., 

the Office of Student Affairs, and the Laboratory for Civic 
Engagement came together and organized activities for the 
campus.   
 
The week’s activities included a lecture from Muslim speaker and 
author, Zohra Sarwari, a Red Cross Blood Drive, and various 
volunteering activities. The campus also participated in a 
memorial walk to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and John 
Vairo, the founder of the Penn State Brandywine campus.  

 The week of events served to remind everyone that although 
MLK Day is a "day on, not a day off," it is important to serve 
throughout the year 

 

Student Service Panel  
On April 19, Penn State Brandywine held its first student panel 
entitled “Serving with Public Servants,” where students shared 
their experiences serving as interns in state and federal offices, and 
how these internships have influenced their perceptions of their 

own long term goals.  

The students also spoke about how 
they were able to apply the 
knowledge they learned in the 
classroom to their internship. You 
can read more about their 
experience through the Laboratory 
website, http://engage.bw.psu.edu 

Visiting the U.S. 
Consulate General 
in Barcelona 

From March 2 through March 10, 2012, 
American Studies senior Shirley 
Williams (left, in photo) traveled to 
Barcelona, Spain with the Penn State 
Brandywine study abroad program.  On 
her last full day in in Barcelona, Shirley 
explained, “I visited the U.S. Consulate 
General of Barcelona, Gregory Couch. 
Of course I was nervous, not only 
because of the meeting, but I had to 
travel to him by myself in a city I had 
never been to. The building was really 
beautiful.  Mr. Couch and I spoke for a 
little over an hour.  We discussed how 
the consul office works, some of the big 
challenges that Barcelona faced, and his 
leadership qualities. I really appreciate 
how nice he was to me, and he told me 
some of his personal stories.  He also 
gave me some advice on where and how 
I should go about the next chapter in my 
life.” 

“Overall, my experience over in 
Barcelona, Spain was something I 
thought I would never been able to 
experience. If it wasn’t for Dr. Julie 
Gallagher and the Rosenberg 
Endowment, more than likely I 
wouldn’t have been able to attend. Not 
only did I have the experience of a 
lifetime, but it gave me the chance to 
think of other areas in my life … and 
gave me the opportunity to possibly 
consider a career change. I’ve always 
envisioned myself as a lawyer, but now 
I’m wondering 
if doing some 
global travel 
and research is 
more of my 
passion.” 

MLK Day 

Citizenship 

Sarah DeMartino (left), Robert 
Barbato (middle), Ryan Ashby 
(right) 
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Scholarship 

Congratulations Spring 2012 

Graduates with the Minor in 

Civic and Community 
Engagement! 

Stephanie Beckett 
Nalia Carter 
Kiara Gant 
David Gregory 
Katie Koelewyn 
 
 
 

Did you know 150 people die on average per 
year from falling coconuts?  

Civic Engagement in the field 
of Engineering  

Dr. Esparragoza’s Engineering Design class 
spent its spring semester designing a coconut 
extractor for deprived Latin America 
communities. The students were required to 
collaborate with a team of university students 
from Columbia to design this model.   

The students not only learned the importance of 
working along with an international team, but 
they also developed the skills necessary in order 
to successfully meet the needs of a community 
of people with an identified need. 

One Semester, Three Projects: The Business of Making a Difference   
 
Penn State Brandywine’s Business Administration course (BA 322), taught by Professor Lori Elias, 
spent its semester working in teams on different projects aimed at raising awareness for different 
organizations.  All of the projects required the business students to collaborate with the student 
volunteer club We Are Penn State M.A.D.E. (Making A Difference Everyday).  One project entailed 
working together to organize a group of Brandywine students to participate in Walk MS, held on April 
22 at Ridley Creek State Park. Before the walk, both groups organized an MS Awareness session on 
campus and asked members of the campus community to make cards for MS patients.  The group 
raised a total of $685 which went towards the research and promotion of awareness for this disease. 
The second project was a fund raising event, selling pretzels and bottled water at a campus basketball 
tournament that raised funds for M.A.D.E.'s efforts to help the Make-A-Wish Foundation. These funds 
will help provide a bon-voyage party for a Make-a-Wish recipient leaving on his/her dream vacation 

from the Philadelphia airport. The final project 
organized the collection of toys and clothes for the 
Cradles to Crayons organization.   
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  Zanya Stephenson   
  was  named a 2012 Newman 
  Civic Fellow by Campus Compact, a coalition of 
  college and university presidents committed to 
  fulfilling the civic purposes of higher education. 
  Stephenson, a Cooper Honors scholar at the    
  Brandywine campus, is one of only 162 college   
  student leaders from 32 states to receive this honor.   
  She is also the first recipient ever from Penn State  
  Brandywine. 

 
 
Student Leadership Conference 
2012 

A group of Penn State Brandywine students 
attended the National Center for Student 
Leadership (NCSL) Conference held in Boston in 
March. The conference provided students the 
opportunity to build upon their leadership skills 
through the use of practical, focus training and the 
opportunity to collaborate with other student 
leaders. Students also engage in workshops and 
participated in breakout sessions.  

  

Leadership 
Campus 
Compact 
Newman 
Civic 
Fellow  

Students in Civic Service 

The Laboratory for Civic Engagement website 
has an exciting addition, a new “Student Profiles” 
section. This part of the website features profiles 
of students at Penn State Brandywine that 
demonstrate the Laboratory mission of 
citizenship, scholarship, and leadership. To read 
each profile and learn more about these 
outstanding citizens, you can visit the 
Laboratory’s website, 
http://engage.bw.psu.edu/studentprofiles 

 

 

I learned how important 
it is to make connections, 

and understand skills 
such as negotiation, 

while at the same time 
leading a successful 

group. What I learned 
from the conference will 
help me in my future in 
ways that I would have 

never imagined."    

-Aimee Ralph 

Support 
Homeless                
Veterans  

Cara Colantuono, a 2007 graduate of Penn 
State Brandywine is the chairman and founder 
of Support Homeless Veterans (SHV). SHV 
was created in 2011 and aims to combat the 
growing epidemic of homelessness among 
American Veterans by creating permanent 
housing for chronically homeless veterans.  

To find out how you can volunteer or donate to 
SHV, visit their website at 
http://www.supporthomelessveterans.org/ 
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Knittany Lion Needleworks, along with their 
friends from the community, completed 119 
handmade scarves for the Pennsylvania athletes        
in the 2012 USA Special Olympics.  

Since 2003, Diane Shorter (Student Affairs Office) 
and Dr. Laura Guertin have been leading the   
campus and community members in creating 

handmade items for 
nonprofit organizations 
with an identified need. 
In 2011 the team made 
83 scarves for the 
Pennsylvania athletes 
competing in the 2011 
Special Olympics USA.  

Service 
  On March 13, during Girl Scout Week and 
the day after the 100th birthday of Girl 
Scouting, Penn State Brandywine sealed its 
Girl Scout Time Capsule, an air-tight, water-
tight box not to be opened for 25 years.   

In this box are photos of Girl Scouts and letters 
written by former and current Scouts and troop 
leaders.  In addition to the faculty on campus 
that contributed letters about their Scouting 
experiences, the time capsule has letters written 
by Daisy, Brownie, Junior, and Cadette troops. 

On February 13, students, faculty and staff 
gathered in the TMZKO Building Lounge to 
participate in the campus’ Helping Hearts for 
Valentine's Day volunteer event. Volunteer 
activities included sewing tags on blankets for 
Project Linus, cutting and sorting $3,751.81 
worth of coupons for the Overseas Coupon 
Program, and creating 43 Valentine's Day cards 
for the residents of Granite Farms Estates (a 
local senior citizen community).   

 

In April the campus hosted its first Fair Trade 
T-shirt Swap as part of their journey toward 
becoming a Fair Trade University. This t-shirt 
swap was a two-day event where students 
brought in a gently used t-shirt to exchange for 
a new, Fair Trade, Penn State t-shirt from Alta 
Gracia Apparel, a fair trade company located 
in the Dominican Republic. 

 The swap proved to be a success with 72 shirts 
being exchanged and 237 received (with more 
still coming in!) and donated to Planet Aid.   
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Resources 
All Good Things Come In 3’s 

Here, we list organizations, websites, and people 
that we want to make sure you have on your 
radar!  Be inspired!  Learn more! 

Animals Making the World Better 

Heifer International - http://www.heifer.org/ 

The Seeing Eye (guide dogs) - 
http://www.seeingeye.org/ 

Horses Helping To Heal Ranch - 
http://HorsesHelpingToHeal.org/ 

Businesses with an Innovative 
Approach to Product Sales 

TOMS shoes, with every pair your purchase, 
TOMS will give a pair of new shoes to a child in 
need. One for One. – http://www.toms.com/ 

Hand in Hand Sustainable Suds, for every bar 
purchased, Hand in Hand will donate a bar to 
save a child’s life. Buy a bar, give a bar. -  
http://handinhandsoap.com/ 

Madecasse Madagascar Chocolate, Cocoa from 
Africa, made into chocolate in Africa, increasing 
habitat conservation and increasing biodiversity 
- http://www.madecasse.com/ 

People You Should Get To Know 

Harriet Lamb, Executive Director of Fairtrade 
Foundation - http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/ 

Bonnie McElveen-Hunter, Chairman of the 
American Red Cross - 
http://www.redcross.org/ 

Judy Wicks, local activist - 
http://www.judywicks.com/ 

#nowshowing 
http://gplus.to/psubwengage 

#nowshowing is a new initiative of the 
Laboratory where we will periodically 
recommend videos to watch that connect with 
our mission and vision of the Laboratory.  Visit 
our Google+ page and search our entries with 
the hashtag #nowshowing to bring up the 
videos.  Some of our favorite videos include: 

What is Civic Engagement? by iCitizenForum 

Leading with Lollipops, by TEDxToronto 

Peach’s Neet Feet, winner of the 
Random Acts of Kindness 
Foundation’s Extreme Kindness 

Challenge 

Interesting Articles/Reports 
Searching for Jane Goodall – if 2/3 of nonprofit 
executive directors step down in the next five years, 
who will carry the torch?  View the article at:  
http://www.ssireview.org/blog/entry/searchin
g_for_jane_goodall 

AAC&U News: Confronting a Civic 
Recession: Data from A Crucible Moment: College 
Learning and Democracy’s Future. View the article 
at: 
http://www.aacu.org/aacu_news/AACUNew
s12/february12/facts_figures.cfm 

From The Huffington Post Impact, Is 
Volunteering Worth it? The Economics of 
Generosity.  View article at:  
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/greg-
baldwin/is-volunteering-worth-it-
_b_1404205.html 
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The campus will identify one course each semester (fall and spring) to honor 
and recognize the significant contribution David (pictured left) and Marjorie 
Rosenberg have made to expand civic engagement efforts at Penn State 
Brandywine. That course will be designated as the Rosenberg Civic 
Engagement Course. The course will be designed to challenge students to the 
highest levels, aligning with the Laboratory for Civic Engagement’s mission of 
citizenship, scholarship and leadership.  

A primary function of a Rosenberg Course is to have faculty help students 
develop the knowledge, skills, values and motivation needed to become more 
responsible citizens. Students in the Rosenberg Course are encouraged to “take 
a stand” on policy issues, relate their coursework to real-world situations, 
conduct research in the community, and educate the Brandywine community 
through guest speakers and events. The Senior Seminar in Environmental 
Studies (ENVST 400W), which focuses on the interdisciplinary subject of Fair 
Trade, was selected as the campus’ first Rosenberg Civic Engagement Course. 

“It is my hope that students will gain an appreciation and satisfaction for giving back and enhancing the lives of those 
less fortunate. My wife and I have made this lifestyle a priority in raising our family. If students have similar 
experiences, they too will change the lives of their families and suddenly these small ripples of change will alter the 
course of the world.” -David Rosenberg 

 

Dr. Laura Guertin, Associate Professor of Earth Science is the instructor for ENVST 400W. To learn 
more about the course, please visit: http://tinyurl.com/fairtradepsubw 

 

The Rosenberg Civic Engagement Course 

ENVST 400W Background 

From the syllabus  --  Fair Trade is a system of exchange that honors producers, communities, 
consumers, and the environment. It is a model for the global economy rooted in people-to-people 
connections, justice, and sustainability. 

Media, Pennsylvania, is America’s first Fair Trade Town.  As 
a campus of Pennsylvania’s land grant institution, we should 
be connecting with the mission and practices of the town we 
are located in and embrace the best practices and awareness 
for education, environment, and sustainability.  The students 
enrolled in this course will work towards making Penn State 
Brandywine the nation’s 7th declared Fair Trade University, 
and the first campus in the Penn State system to have this 
designation.  
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Penn State Brandywine’s EURECA 
Penn State Brandywine's undergraduate research symposium, titled the Exhibition of Undergraduate 
Research Enterprise and Creative Accomplishment (EURECA), was held on campus April 17 in the 
Tomezsko Building lounge. EURECA was established in 2003 in an effort to facilitate the dissemination 
of undergraduate student research results. The EURECA annual event allows students to present their 
research and creative work to an audience beyond the classroom setting and to people from outside of the 
campus community. EURECA gives students the opportunity to experience what it is like to present their 
work in a public format, as is done at professional meetings. 

While the majority of the presentations take the form of posters, there are also computer presentations, 
videos, lesson plans by education majors as well as other formats. In addition, the student work is typically 
classified in one of two categories, Enterprise or Creative Accomplishment. However, a new category was 
formed this year, highlighting posters with a civic engagement focus. Seven posters were placed in this 
category, addressing a wide range of civic topics. In addition to the civic engagement category, an award 

category was created for excellence in civic engagement. 
Student researchers were judged in three areas: project 
information, poster display, and individual presentation. 

The judging of the civic engagement posters was led by 
Laboratory for Civic Engagement Communications Intern 
Zanya Stephenson with members of the Penn State 
Brandywine Campus Advisory Board. At the end of the event, 
Sarah DeMartino was selected as the award winner under the 
category of Civic Engagement for the research she did on 
dementia in India under the mentorship of Dr. Thomas 
Yannuzzi.  

 
 

Posters representing civic engagement work at 2012 EURECA 
 

Dementia in India, student researcher: Sarah DeMartino 

Ecology: Water Pollution Mini-Unit Video, student researcher: Stephanie Beckett 

Developing a Senior Assist Program, student researcher: Elizabeth Mager 

The Love Local Event: Supporting Local Agribusiness and Protecting the Region's Landscape, student 
researcher: Jessica Menges 

Information Technology Services Department, student researcher: Brittany Tyler 

Increasing Awareness of a Classroom Lending Library, student researcher: Margie Whelan 

Commuting to the Grounds of Fair Trade University Status: Achieving Leadership in Penn State's 
Fair Trade Movement, student researchers: Bryan Marton, Sarah DeMartino, Louis Donaghue, Stephen 
Hurwitz, Sara Neville, John Ramaika, Joseph Sweeny 

Left to right: Dr. Tom Yannuzzi,  
Sarah DeMartino, and Zanya Stephenson 
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Spring 2012 Laboratory Interns 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Laura Guertin, Laboratory Coordinator 
Penn State Brandywine 
25 Yearsley Mill Road, Media, PA, 19063 

The task of leadership is not to put greatness into people, but to elicit it, for the 
greatness is there already.  ~  John Buchan 

Maria Tartaglia, 
Senior, American 
Studies major 
 
 
"I feel that engaging in 
these activities is my 
personal responsibility and 
obligation as part of my 
community. I enjoy giving 
to those who do not have 
the kind of life I have.”  

Zanya 
Stephenson, 
Junior,  
CAS major 
 
"We all have a civic 
duty to channel our 
younger generation 
through the volunteer 
pipeline in order to 
ensure that the cycle of 
giving back continues."  
 

Each semester, the Penn State Brandywine Chancellor funds two internship positions for students.  
Meet our Community and Communications interns, and learn more about them at the “Student 
Interns” section of our website, http://engage.bw.psu.edu/student-interns/ 

Laboratory Community Intern Laboratory Communications Intern 


