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I
On Cuban Counterpoint

~T

THE preceding essay is of a schematic nature. It makes no
attempt to exhaust the subject, nor does it claim that the
economic, social, and historical contrasts pointed out between
the two great products of Cuban industry are all as abso-
lute and clear-cut as they would sometimes appear. The historic
evolution of economic-social phenomena is extremely complex,
and the variety of factors that determine them cause them to
vary greatly in the course of their development; at times there
are similarities that make them appear identical; at times the
differences make them seem completely opposed. Nevertheless,
fundamentally the contrasts I have pointed out do exist.

The ideas outlined in this work and the facts upon which
they are based could be substantiated by full and systematic
documentation in the form of notes; but in view of the nature
of the work I have preferred to add some supplementary chap-
ters. They deal with a basic theme of their own, but bear upon
certain fundamental aspects of “Cuban Counterpoint” and will
be of interest to readers who care to go deeper into the subject.
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On the Social Phenomenon of “Transcultur-
ation” and Its Importance in Cuba

7

With the readet’s permission, especially if he happens to be
interested in ethnographic and sociological questions, I am go-
ing to take the liberty of employing for the first time the term
transculturation, fully aware of the fact that it is a neologism.
And I venture to suggest that it might be adopted in sociologi-
cal terminology, to a great extent at least, as a substitute for the
term acculturation, whose use is now spreading.
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