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Windows Vista
SWOT

Strength, weakness, opportunity, and threat

Windows Vista has developed better security protection over the previous version of Windows XP.  The issue many smaller businesses have been faced with is due to the fact that Windows Vista has been improperly set up and configured for their tasks.  Several of the key security features such as the user account control (UAC) can actually be toggled on and off for the user.  The UAC monitors all the running applications and any applications that will try and start up.  If the program has been run only several times or it is the first time running the UAC will prompt and ask you if you would like to run that application.  The key features of this are to provide an extra layer of security for the user.  The UAC is there to make sure that the end user really wanted to run that application.  This can be seen a s a down side as many of the users neglect to read those types of messages.  

Another important strength for Windows Vista is the compatibility with the software that is available especially the Microsoft office suite.  This is mainly seen as an industry standard.  With that you are able to collaborate with other business professionals without having to worry about converting the files over to the correct file type and lose formatting.  Another key feature is the ability to take advantage of newer hardware such as the dual core processors as well as 64-bit processors.

A key feature of Windows Vista is the compatibility of the hardware and other software programs.  It has allowed for new improvements with the hardware and is able to take full advantage of that.  This can also be seen in a negative light.  As many companies do not possess the hardware that is required in order to run the graphically inclined operating system.  While Windows Vista does bring a lot of added security to the Windows family it does neglect to bring any real ‘killer’ feature.  The operating system can also hinder the performance of some of the staff.   This is due to the changed layout.  Another key weakness would be the marketing that Windows have done with the four different versions of Windows Vista, Basic, Home Premium, Business and Ultimate editions.  The edition that is generally needed for business firms is the Business package as it is slightly cheaper than the Ultimate bundle and allows for remote desktop sharing and other advanced networking features that are unavailable in the other versions except Ultimate.  
Some of the key opportunities that are available for the operating system are to take advantage of the desktop search feature that is embedded right into the start menu.    Other opportunities the operating system ahs is to promote the Windows Live One Care security solution that works with the operating system in order to provide, virus, spyware and other phishing protection to the end user.  The 

Windows has come across several threats to its need.  There are several alternatives out on the market today.  The cheapest solution would be to provide the employees with a Linux machine; either Red Hat or Ubuntu seems to be able to handle the applications we are looking at using.  As mentioned before a downfall of these systems are the compatibility.  Another possible solution would be to implement the MAC OS Leopard.  This will end up being one of the more costly implementations and is usually unadvisable as this will require in a lot of cases new hardware and more training for regular tasks and also additional training for Tech Support.  
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