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We decided to examine the Archbald, Pennsylvania map. Archbald Borough is located in Northeastern Pennsylvania in Lackawanna County. Archbald is the seventh largest Borough in Pennsylvania and is also situated in the Blue Ridge Mountain Range. Philidelphia is about 100 miles away from Archbald and approximately 100 miles away from New York City. The Lackawanna River runs through the Borough and along some of Main Street. There is a railroad running through the town that is named the Gravity Railroad. Today, the railroad connects the National Steamtown Railroad Museum and the Carbondale Railroad Yard. 
First Mines

The first mines, Number 1 and Number 2, opened in 1845 in the White Oaks area of Archbald Borough. No coal was actually mined until 1846 due to Gravity Railroad being incomplete. James Archbald was the founder of mines Number 1 and Number 2 and was made by the Owens and Evans brothers. Mines Number 3, Number 4, and Number 5 were opened in 1846 and owned by the Delaware & Hudson Canal Company. Four years later, Number 3 ½ was also opened by the Delaware & Hudson Canal Company. The use of mine cars was the first way of transporting the coal out of the mines. The coal was then dumped into gravity cars and taken from Carbondale to White Oaks. The mine cars were secured with a large cable wrapped around a tree stump. The gravity cars were pulled by horses up to Number 1 mine and then released. The momentum of the gravity cars itself powered through to Number 2 mine where the cars were pulled to the “mouth” by horse again. Number 5 hill was the last stop for the mine cars and was then released and by its own power would return to Carbondale. The remaining mines were situated along Gravity Railroad, so the coal was directly transferred into the cars from the mine.

Gravity Hill
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The Gravity Hill Colliery was opened in 1913 when the White Oak Breaker was shut down.  At the height of its production it employed 1700 men working three full shifts day and night.  The main mine had a slope to it, and was named appropriately, The Gravity Slope Mine.  For years the Gravity Slope Mine was the center of production and commerce in Archbald.  In 1942 the main breaker was permanently shut down when a conveyor line collapsed.  However, coal continued to be shipped out of the still functional mines to Powderly Breaker in Carbondale and the Marvin Breaker in Scranton.  The mines were finally shut down October 4th, 1955, when river water began to flood through the coal seems, overpowering the mine’s pumps.  Today all that is left of The Gravity Hill Colliery is an overgrown site containing three buildings.  The site is currently under preservation efforts, in the hopes of turning into a museum to preserve a piece of local history.
Religion

The area was originally settled by Welsh immigrants.  Reverend John Davis, a Calvinistic Methodist, was a member of the second wave of settlers.  In 1834 he organized the first Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church.  The building was not erected until 1866.  The first Presbyterian Church was formed shortly after in 1839.  However, the congregation was disbanded in 1852 because they were unable to find a steady pastor.  In April, 1866, the church was reinstated and a permanent reverend was found. The St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic church was found in 1850 and a the cornerstone for the bigger and better building was laid in 1873.  German Lutherans had also attempted to build a church in the early 1850’s, but the wooden building was destroyed by fire in 1858, rebuilt that year, and then was again burned down in 1863.  Finally, a stronger brick version of the building was constructed in 1873.
Ethnic Groups

The area had begun to be settled by Welsh Farmers in 1831, but the original settlers of Welsh Hill did not arrive until 1845.  The “valley” or town was made up of Irish Immigrants who moved in a year before the building of the White Oak mine and the Gravity Road.  These immigrants made up the workforce for both projects.  Eventually colonies of German and English settlers joined the original Irish and Welsh families.
Family Life and Culture

Mining families were very unique in the way they functioned. As expected, the men and boys would work in the mines while the women would work at home and take care of the children that were too young to work in the mines. However, there were many occasions when women would actually work for the mining companies doing various jobs. In 1846, the first school in town was opened. It was a private school run by Ms. Elvira Munson. A few years later, the first public school in town was created. The forming of schools in Archbald gave the children in the town a chance for a higher education outside of the home. In 1859, the Delaware & Hudson Company made an unexpected change and sold the mines to two men from New York. The mines were then operated by different men under a lease. The new “boss” of the mine made changes in the ways coal was to be extracted which upset the miners a great deal. This upset along with bitter feelings led to a strike among the miners. The strike lasted six months and every attempt to resolve the problems failed. There were many more mine strikes in Archbald after the initial strike which hurt not only the mine owners, but the miners themselves. Money at times would be very scarce because of the strikes, so families would have to cut back on a lot in order to survive. The strikes did not have an effect on the point they were trying to make. Pay cuts were given and had to be accepted as winter approached and the mining season ended. The contract of the man leasing the mine had his contract annulled and the owners began to run the mines. Families once again were able to survive everyday life without making out of the ordinary sacrifices.
Transportation
[image: image3.jpg]



The town of Archbald was named for James Archbald, the chief engineer in charge of building the railroad around which the town was formed. The Gravity railroad created easy access to Carbondale and later Scranton.  It was completed in 1846 and provided the transportation for the thriving coal industry in Archbald.
Wealth

Archbald was a very unique mining town back in the 1800s. The mining companies did own a lot, but in later years other small markets and stores began to open that were not related to the mining companies. Families did live off of very little income and when strikes would occur in the mines and the men and boys were not making money, times were very difficult. In addition, with the sale of multiple mines by the Delaware & Hudson Company, the new owners gave the miners a pay cut after going on strike for six months. Mining was the way to support your family in Archbald in the 1800s.
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