Syllabus for CAS 100.02

1:25-2:15 MWF, 122 Pond

Spring, 2008

Dr. Tony Lentz --- EMAIL: t2l @ psu.edu (That’s T2L); Home 238-3994

CAS Office Hours, 222 Sparks, 865-1985: TTh 2:30-3:30 p.m. 

LEAP Office Hours, 105 Boucke, 863-4174: MWF 2:30-3:30 p.m.

Course Web Page: http://www.personal.psu.edu/t2l/l00andex.htm
Profs personal page: http://www.personal.psu.edu/t2l/index.htm 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

1)
To develop oral performance skills based on the performance of speaking assignments before a live audience. This objective will be pursued through four speech performance assignments based on theories of speech performance training as outlined by Gerald M. Phillips in Communication Incompetencies (1991) and Tim Hopf and Joe Ayres in Coping With Speech Anxiety (1994). You will learn about specific behaviors expected of a good performer, and about choosing behaviors to redouble the meaning of words important to your written argument in an oral performance situation. You will learn about the goals of a performer in any situation, based on Dr. Lentz’s experience and his study of Erving Goffman’s Frame Analysis and The Presentation of the Self in Everyday Living.

2)
To develop abstract organizational skills from the written tradition as they apply to oral performance. You will be asked to organize your thinking based on abstract categories, and then to make those abstract ideas concrete for a listening audience. Toward this end you will learn to employ the tools of the oral tradition, such as concrete supporting material, restatement, repetition, and memorable phrases. The overall goal is to produce four clearly organized presentations, demonstrating a link between oral performance skills and a command of written abstract thought.

3)
To become familiar with information technology. The Class Syllabus will be available through a CourseWeb page, and course materials such as sample speech briefs will be added to the page as the semester progresses. You will also develop Powerpoint presentations for the second speech and the Group Symposium assignment described below.

4)
To cultivate skills in team-building and collaborative learning. You will work in teams on two major assignments and several class exercises, you will critique each other in speaking and writing, and it is hoped you will each use your strengths to help others’ weaknesses.

TEXT - 
Stephen E. Lucas, , The Art of Public Speaking, 8th ed., Boston, MA: McGraw-Hill, 2004. Paper. Lectures will not necessarily be a review of the text; you are responsible for lectures, text, and assigned materials on the class WEB pages.

Source Materials:  We will use the New York Times in class for a number of exercises, and for examples of rhetorical principles and practice. Note especially the days marked “NYT” in the daily class schedule below. Other Course Materials will be on the Webpage, including sample outlines.

Daily Schedule

NOTE: Presentation AND quiz dates will not change unless prof announces change!

Week One,  January 14 – 18 

M - Introduction to Class; Speaking in Public — Ch. 1

W - INTRODUCTIONS

For Next Time (FNT): Introductions

F   INTRODUCTIONS


Week Two, January 21 – 25

M — Ethics in Public Speaking - Ch. 2

Listening - Ch. 3

W — Audience Analysis - Cb. 5

CLASS SURVEY

F    The Performance Situation (Notes on Web)

Week Three, January 28 – February 1

M — Audience Analysis — Survey & Pulse Results

W — Delivery:  Voice & Body - Cb. 12

F    Preparing to Perform;- Warmups

Week Four, February 4 –  8

M — Storytelling and Contemporary Communication

W — Stories — Group A

F    Stories    Group B

Week Five, February 11 – 15

M   Selecting Topics and Purposes Ch. 4


Invention and Stasis (STASIS HUNT - NYT)

W   Stories — Group C

F    Stories — Group D

Week Six, February 18 – 22

M — Gathering Materials - Ch. 6  ***
W — Supporting Materials, Ch. 7  ***
(SUPPORT HUNT - NYT)

F    Organizing the Body of the Speech, Ch. 8  ***

 (STRUCTURING EXERCISE)

Week Seven, February 25 – 29

M —Outlining - Ch. 10, Beginning and Ending Cb. 9  (REVIEW FILL-IN-BLANK OUTLINE)

W — Informative Speaking - Ch. 14

F    Oxford Exam Review

Week Eight, March 3 – 7

M   QUIZ ONE:  20 Multiple Choice (80 points) on Chs. 1-10 plus performance lecture. Short

Answer or Analysis questions for 20 points. Exam date won’t change unless prof announces! Study “Key Terms” at end of  chapters.

W   Analogies and Informative Speaking 


(Arrange Appointments with Instructor to discuss Informative presentations)

F    Visual Aids  Ch. 13

Spring Break, March 10 – 14 

Week Nine, March 17 – 21

M — Using Presentation Software

W —  Persuasive Speaking - Cb. 15

F    Methods of Persuasion - Ch. 16

Week Ten, March 24 – 28



M   Practice with Technology (Bring Rough Draft of Powerpoint Slides)

W   Informative Speech — Group B

F    Informative Speech — Group C

Week Eleven, March  31 –  April 4

M   Working in Groups

W   Informative Speech – Group D

F    Informative Speech — Group A

Week Twelve, April 7 – 11

M   Speaking in Small Groups - Cb. 18

W   Persuasive Speech — Group C

F    Persuasive Speech — Group D

Week Thirteen, April 14 – 18

M   Speaking on Special Occasions - Ch. 17

W   Persuasive Speech — Group A

F    Persuasive Speech — Group B

Week Fourteen, April 21 – 25
M   Group Project Work Time  ***
W   Group Project Work Time   ***
F    Group Project: Rhetorical Analysis — Group D

Week Fifteen, April 28 – May 2

M   Group Project: Rhetorical Analysis — Group A

W   Group Project: Rhetorical Analysis — Group B

F    Group Project: Rhetorical Analysis — Group C

Final Exam: As scheduled on Cbs. 11-18, assigned WEB and CD materials, & Class Discussion. Same format as Midterm; 20 multiple choice questions for 80 points,  short answer/brief essay questions for 20 points.

Assignments:

Individual Presentation (1): Telling a story from memory. (c. 5-9 mins.) The story may be an adaptation of a traditional tale, an adaptation of a modern children’s book, or an adaptation of a contemporary short story. Emphasis in evaluation will be based on developing basic delivery skills regarding volume, eye contact, animation, and vocal variety.  Story Outlines will examine the structure of the story in terms of setting, character, action, imagery, and relationship of teller to audience, and will develop main points for each of those categories in a step toward organizing material.

Individual Presentation (2): Informative Speech on Public Policy. (7-8 mins., 5 credible sources) You will speak from note cards (NOT a manuscript) to inform the class about the characteristics of an important issue of public policy, with a central idea summarizing your analysis of it.  You will develop at least three powerpoint visuals to present information in an accessible fashion. Your main points should identify important features of the controversy based in your analysis and on a clear central idea. You will cite at least one book, one journal article, and one magazine article. Websites must be annotated to defend their credibility, by naming the site holder (i.e. “this site is maintained by the United States Geological Survey”), author (“this page written by James Martin”), and date of publication (NYTimes on the WEB, Aug. 21, 1999).  If you can’t find this information, find another site.

Individual Presentation (3): Persuasive Speech, One-Sided. (8-10 mins., 6 sources).  Speaking with PowerPoint presentation slides in support of the whole speech, you will research a controversial topic of your own choosing, and make a persuasive case for one point of view on that topic. That is, you will propose a change from the status quo,  some new action, law or belief that an audience should accept based on your argument. Topics will be negotiated with the instructor.

Group Presentation (4): A Group Symposium. (50 mins., 6 sources for each Group member) Your team will combine forces for a Rhetorical Analysis of a rhetorically interesting speech available on video at PSU which takes a stand on an issue. The group will evaluate the chosen speech on the basis of the topics discussed in the text and class lectures, including “Audience Analysis,” “Credibility,” “Emotional Appeal,” “Argumentation” (Proposition Advanced), “Organization” (Central Idea, Main Points, Sub-Points, Supporting Material,” “Opening & Closing,” “Using Language Effectively” (Style & Tone). In addition you will consider Delivery based on your review of video or audio of the speech, or possibly on written reports of the speech from news reports of the day.

Each member of the team will be responsible for one or more of the topics mentioned above in a 7-9 minute speech. The group will be graded separately on the overall structure of the symposium, including the presence of a group central idea about the speech which relates to the work of each speaker. Your work in discussing individual speeches and connecting them to each other will be critical. The group may decide which topics are more important and allocate them among team members, but all topics must be mentioned and every person must present part of the symposium to the class. Part of the grade will depend upon the group’s performance work together as a team in handling speeches, visual aids, and video.

You may use the world-wide web and the library’s indexes for locating texts, commentary, and background.  (Several of the “Databases and More” links in the Libraries pages will index articles in the Speech Communication field on individual speakers and speeches. Check http://www.presidentusa.net/speeches.html for a WEB links to presidential papers and speeches at locations like http://comm.tamu.edu/pres/speech.html.  A vital source for locating videotape is Penn States AudioVisual Library, http://www.medianet.libraries.psu.edu.)  Each team member should locate 6 credible sources as support for your outline, and you should quote many of those sources in your presentation. Half of the sources should be non-WEB sources, and you must annotate Websites to indicate authorship, site producer, and date of publication. Sources may include articles by rhetorical critics, books on rhetorical criticism, recent magazine articles, newspaper commentary, biographies of the speakers, or articles explaining the rhetorical context for the selection. The grade for this assignment will be a common grade based on your group’s preparation, organization, ideas and performance.

Outlines for Speeches:

You will prepare detailed written outlines individually for the Informative and Persuasive assignments. You will have a sample outline as a guide on the course WEB Page. The instructor wants to see how you’re putting ideas together with evidence, so he wants to see the evidence in your outline. So you will write out in full your examples & illustrations, etc., for introductions and conclusions, state your central idea clearly in one simple sentence (no ands or buts), preview that idea for the audience in a list of main points immediately following the central idea, present main points with supporting material (quotations, diagrams, statistics) in full, not in paraphrase, and list sources in a bibliography. Outlines will not pass until they include all these major parts of a speech.

Outlines will be due the class day before your presentation at Dr. Lentz’s LEAP Office mail slot, 105 Boucke. by the end of the afternoon. Wednesday speech outlines will be due Monday, Friday speech outlines will be due Wednesday.

Group Strategy Brief for Group Rhetorical Analysis:

This brief will be a group effort, and will outline the group’s overall position on the speech being evaluated in the Symposium.  They will be due the day of the presentation.  There should be an overall Introductory Strategy, a clear and simple central idea, a main point for each of the topics the group is covering in their individual talks, a summary of the evidence supporting each main point, a concluding strategy, and a compiled list of all the sources from the whole group.

Most major speeches have been critiqued by professionals in the Speech Communication field. Use the indexes to find them, and then draw your own conclusions about the speech based on your own analysis. You do not have to agree with the experts, but you should be aware of their conclusions before you make up your own mind. The group should have a central idea (like that for any other presentation) summing up the group’s conclusion about the speech. In other words, you should organize this group presentation around a central idea, just as you do your individual speeches. Main points should be stated so as to argue why that main point is true based on your research and analysis of the speech. You will include a main point covering each of the topics mentioned above, although some main points may group two or three elements around one idea. If a point is determined by the group to be less important, your presentation should explain why it was de-emphasized in your presentations. The brief should also describe any video clips you chose to show the class, and describe its contents briefly.

Grading:

Ten-point scale, with a curve based on the average grade in the class. You will never be graded

below your average, but you may be graded higher.


Story (Outline 5%)
10%

Informative Speech (Outline 10%)
20%

Persuasive Speech (Outline 15%)
30%

Group Symposium Strategy Paper
10%

Group Symposium Presentation
10%

Midterm & Final
10%

Attendance
10%

Computer & Writing Assistance:

Assistance with Computer Accounts, writing, and speaking, is available at the University LearningCenters. Their locations and hours can be found at http://www.ulrc.psu.edu/locations.php. Call 865-1841 for information, or check the home page at http://www.ulrc.psu.edu.

Revisions:

You will be encouraged to revise your individual outlines on the story, informative and persuasive presentations. The grades may be raised all the way to an “A” if you make the requested revisions. They will be returned to you with a checklist and suggested revisions to raise the grade. Please return the revisions as soon as possible, by the last week of class at latest. The sooner you review the changes requested, the sooner you learn before having the same problems in the next assignment.

Rehearsals:

You will talk over your informative speech with the instructor and other members of your team before the presentation. For these “dry runs” you should have your rough outline in hand and a good idea of the material you’ll have to support your points. For the group assignment, your team should rehearse together and critique each other before the presentation. You will have evaluation checklists for the group to fill out.

Midterm & Final:

These will consist of multiple choice questions based on the text, & class webpage. There will also be short essay questions that might require you to organize a paragraph, critique a particular introduction, to write a brief criticism of a speech (or part of a speech), or to compose a rough brief for a talk based on something from the previous day’s NY Times.

Attendance:

Each unexcused absence will deduct 5% from your attendance grade. Exceptions may be granted for serious illness, family problems, etc., IF written confirmation of same can be presented to the instructor. Absences can be made up by attending a speech on campus and offering a brief critique of it.

Performance Evaluation:

The instructor will make every effort to make his expectations clear regarding your oral presentations. The checklist for evaluating speeches is available on the WEB:

(http://www.personal.psu.edu/t2l/l00andex.htm). The approach is based on establishing clear behavioral goals which either are or are not present. The voice must be loud enough to be heard in the back of the room, for example, or the speech will not be effective. The articulation must be clear enough to be understood. The purpose statement must be a simple sentence, with no “ands” or “buts,” and so on.

Expectations regarding outlines are described in detail in the outline grading scale located at the same WEB address noted above.  If your outline does not have all the basic parts of a speech (introduction, central idea, preview, body, conclusion, source list), it will not be graded as passing.

STATEMENT ON ACADEMIC INTEGRITY:  

Penn State defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity in an open, honest, and responsible manner.  All students should act with personal integrity, respect other student’s dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an enviroment in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).  

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course.  Dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of other students.  Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible further disciplinary sanction.  

Please be careful regarding plagiarism, or the quotation in your oral and written assignments of work by other authors or students, without giving credit to the other individual by oral citation or written footnote.  Do not, in other words, repeat the words or ideas of another individual without giving them credit for those words or ideas.  This concern is the basis of the instructor’s insistence on footnotes in papers and oral citations in presentations.   In the real world you may be challenged on the sources of your presentations, and it is always a good idea to preserve your credibility by naming sources and by keeping track of the places where you found numbers, quotations, or examples.  FYI:  The University now has a site license for software to check papers and other written assignments against those available on the web.  

FINAL GRADES: Final grades will be available over the WEB tbru “eLion” shortly after they are turned in 48 hours after the exam.

ACCESSIBILITY: The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing any type of accomodation in this course or have questions about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible.

