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DESCRIPTION OF AMERICAN STUDIES 
 
American Studies identifies and interprets themes, patterns, trends, behaviors, traditions, and 
ideas that characterize the United States as a nation, an experience, a rhetoric, and peoples—past, 
present, and future; at home and abroad; and in thought and action. In short, as a disciplinary as 
well as intellectual enterprise, American Studies is uniquely constructed to seek an 
understanding of Americanness. 
 
As a style of inquiry, American Studies practitioners often refer to making connections or 
intersections, finding synthesizing themes, realizing the “big picture” or “seeing things whole.” It 
takes as its evidence cultural texts, symbols, and practices; historic events, documents, 
landscapes, and artifacts; social/political/intellectual movements; and diverse communities and 
individual profiles.  It seeks perspectives on the United States as both a unity and diversity of 
cultures. It uses evidence from traditional and popular expressions--including songs, houses, 
festivals, novels, films, to name a few--in addition to notable events, arts, and figures in 
America. It recognizes the country’s cultural legacy in comparison to national movements and 
societies across the globe. It also considers American culture and communities as part of the 
experience of other countries and regions. It has played a special role in public as well as 
academic sectors, informing careers especially in education, museums, historical and cultural 
agencies, libraries and archives, government, and communications. At Penn State Harrisburg, 
which offers the B.A., M.A., and Ph.D. degrees in American Studies in addition to two graduate 
certificates (heritage and museum practice; folklore and ethnography), specialty areas are folk 
and popular culture, interdisciplinary history and politics, ethnography and society, heritage and 
museum studies, and environmental and regional studies. 
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OBJECTIVES OF COURSE 
 

The course provides grounding in the history, scope, and philosophy of American Studies as a 
movement and discipline.  This course is the required “gateway” for American Studies graduate 
students and is usually taken early in students’ coursework. It is open to students from other 
programs or non-degree students considering American Studies.  
 
By the end of the course,  
 

1. Students will be able to present the intellectual heritage that defines American Studies as 
a discipline: its founding, evolution, applications, and trajectories.  

 
2. Students will be able to apply in their research and writing major techniques used by 

American Studies scholars: (a) rhetorical criticism and symbolic analysis, (b) history of 
ideas and thematic approaches, including perspectives from the so-called myth-symbol 
school and Marxian/cultural studies (c) social and psychological analysis, including 
feminist and psychoanalytic perspectives (d) ethnographic/frame analysis and cross-
cultural/transnational interpretation.  

 
3. Students will be able to use with facility major print and electronic resources used by 

American Studies scholars: American Memory Project, Making of America, 
Encyclopedia of American Studies, H-NET/H-AMSTDY, amstd-hbg on yahoo groups. 

 
 

4. Students will be able to work with a variety of evidence in their studies: (a) historical and 
social documents, (b) visual and material objects, (c) literary and cultural productions, (d) 
behavioral and communicative events.  

 
5. Students will have developed different presentational competencies: (a) writing in 

different essay formats , (b) oral communication, (c) visual representation, and (d) 
electronic communication, including social media and “blogging.” 

 
6. Students will be familiar with ethical guidelines to “responsible conduct of research” 

(RCR) in American Studies and demonstrate their comprehension with successful online 
completion of the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative (CITI).  

 
The objectives of the course are admittedly broad, befitting a gateway course, but within the goal 
of introducing American Studies theory and method, the course has a focus on a related set of 
overarching questions of identity and representation that are at the core of American Studies:  
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 How do Americans define/identify themselves and express themselves 
according to these definitions/identities? 
 

 How have they been defined and represented by people in other countries?  
 
 How is America (and its parts) defined and represented in relation to its 

own subcultures?  
 
By the end of the course, students should be able to propose answers to these questions, drawing 
upon a variety of interpretative perspectives/theories prevalent within American Studies. 
 
The themes and ideas that emerge in answer to these questions constitute fundamental inquiries 
of American Studies: democracy, freedom and liberty, individualism, mobility, egalitarianism, 
pastoralism,  industrialism, consumerism, imperialism, and progressivism. 
 

 
 

TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS 
 
The course requires use of a computer and 
demands use of the ANGEL website 
(cms.psu.edu or www.angel.psu.edu): 

After logging on, you’ll choose AM ST 
500 from your course profile, and then see 
a set of “tabs.” The folders referred to in 
this syllabus are mostly under the “Course 
Lessons” tab.  

Authentication required; check 
“functionality” after logging on. 
IE recommended. 
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You should have an access account allowing you to log on to the Penn State network. You can 
use computers on campus at various lab locations or use a laptop on campus that logs into the 
wireless system (see http://wireless.psu.edu). If you are using a computer at home to access 
ANGEL or Penn State resources, a broadband connection is essential. ANGEL maintenance will 
be conducted on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 4:00 to 6:00 a.m. U.S. Eastern Time, during 

Choose 
AM ST 
500 

Under “My Groups,” see 
“American Studies” for 
program information and 
study groups 

Types of materials 
posted under “Course 
Lessons” tab. In AM 
ST 500, folders are for 
readings, Powerpoint 
presentations, and 
course information 
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which time ANGEL will be unavailable. A message will be posted during each maintenance 
period as a reminder. Most databases require a PC platform; the following chart summarizes the 
technical needs, which are usually standard on consumer computers. Penn State recommends use 
of Internet Explorer for ANGEL. Please note that at the present time Chrome, Safari, and some 
versions of Firefox browsers do NOT perform all ANGEL functions. In word processing 
Microsoft Works is NOT supported. For a site to retrieve free Penn State downloads, see 
https://downloads.its.psu.edu/. For technical assistance with Penn State computer resources, 
contact: helpdesk@psu.edu or look at the guide to information technology posted at 
http://css.its.psu.edu/internet/  For local help, you can visit:  

Instructional and Information Technologies 

E303 Olmsted Building 

777 West Harrisburg Pike 

Middletown, PA 17057 

Computer Center Phone: 717-948-6188 

http://hbg.psu.edu/its/index.htm 
 
Operating System Windows 7 or above recommended 

 
Processor 2 GHz or higher 
Memory 256 MB of RAM or higher 
Hard Drive Space 500 MB free disk space or higher 
Browser Windows: Internet Explorer 10 or higher OR 

Windows Firefox 30.0 or higher  
Plug-ins (free) Adobe Reader 

Flash Player 
Quicktime Player 
Real Player 

Additional Software Microsoft Word or Word Perfect, Powerpoint, 
Excel 

Internet Connection Broadband connection; Wireless 2.0 service on 
campuses (http://hbg.psu.edu/its/wirelss.htm) 

 
VoiceThread can be accessed at http://voicethread.psu.edu. It is a totally web-based 
application that allows you to place collections of media like images, videos, documents, and 
presentations at the center of an asynchronous conversation. VoiceThread allows course 
members to have conversations and to make comments using any mix of text, a microphone, a 
web cam, a telephone, or uploaded audio file. VoiceThread runs inside your web browser, so 
there is no software to download, install, or update (unless you use the mobile application). 
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Yammer is a collaborative environment, a form of social media, for you to primarily connect 
with people in the course, and if you wish, across the University community. It has the look and 
functionality of Facebook, but it is commercial-free. It is available for your desktop and your 
mobile device. The Yammer group is restricted to members of the course and people outside of 
the course cannot view your communication. Some of the uses of Yammer include collaborating 
on team projects, getting updates on what others are working on, asking questions, sharing ideas, 
receiving feedback, creating and editing content, and planning events. You log in with your Penn 
State access account. 
 

 

You can see icons for 
everyone participating 
in “thread” 

You can text, 
record audio 
or video, or 
call in 
comment to 
post, which 
appears as a 
pop-up 

You can see and/or 
hear material for 
response 

Post here with text. Click 
on paper clip icon to add 
photos or videos. Above 
update box is a search 
box for people, groups, 
and conversations 

Click “Reply” to give 
response or on “More” 
to “Share,” “Bookmark,” 
or “Email” 

Use this sidebar to have 
online “chat.” A green 
circle next to the name 
will indicate if that 
person is online 

Your groups are 
listed here. Above it 
in red is the number 
of messages waiting 
for you in your 
“inbox.” 
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STRUCTURE OF THE COURSE 
 

The course structure uses a traffic metaphor to emphasize the multiple approaches of American 
Studies. The course is organized around the major ROUTES into American Studies--historical, 
literary, and sociocultural–and begins and ends with the INTERSECTIONS that we navigate to 
chart FUTURE DIRECTIONS in American Studies.   
 
As American Studies has had an ACTION ORIENTATION to the advancement of knowledge, 
the different sections of the class are identified by the actions taken to achieve intellectual 
SYNTHESIS: identifying, annotating, interpreting, and applying. 
 
Students in the course will read classic works in American Studies to gain a background in the 
intellectual legacy of American Studies, think about new trends and uses of evidence, become 
familiar with technological aids to research and social connection to an academic “community of 
practice,” analyze different media, and become aware of ethical issues in the responsible conduct 
of research and scholarship. The course outline  proceeds from an INTRODUCTION to the 
scope, tools (including electronic resources), and  historiography of American Studies to (1) 
HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES (especially thematic investigation and rhetorical analysis of a 
variety of texts besides “documents” to characterize American eras); (2) PERSPECTIVES 
FROM LITERATURE, CULTURE, AND THE ARTS  (especially the reading of texts in 
historical, geographical, regional, and ideological contexts and issues of nationality, ethnicity, 
gender, class, and race within cultural production of literature, film, television, and theater); (3) 
SOCIAL SCIENCE PERSPECTIVES (especially use of ethnography, quantitative techniques, 
social survey, and cultural collection to assess American scenes, groups, and landscapes); and (4) 
APPLICATIONS (e.g., museums, historic preservation, archives, community action, ethical 
considerations) of American Studies.  
 
 
 

 
 

 8 



AM ST 500 Theory and Method, Penn State Harrisburg, Fall 2014 Prof. Bronner, Page 9 of 42 

 

ESSAY ASSIGNMENTS 
 
The analytical products of the class will be two writing assignments using different approaches 
in American Studies: (1) rhetorical/symbolic analysis and (2) choice of ethnographic 
observation, cultural collection, or quantitative /cross-cultural evaluation. Consult guides to the 
assignments for descriptions of the writing and outlines provided on ANGEL at 
http://cms.psu.edu (Lessons Tab, Assignments and Guides Folder). The assignments and due 
dates are: 
 
 I. Rhetorical/Symbolic Analysis of Historic/Literary Texts 
  Wednesday, October 15, in ANGEL drop box before 7 a.m. 
 

II.  Ethnographic Study, Social Analysis, or Cultural Collection 
Wednesday, December 10, in ANGEL drop box before 7 a.m. 

 
Students are required to confer with the instructor about the topics they choose. They can 
communicate directly by phone, office appointment, instant messaging, or electronic mail. 
Assignments are submitted in the ANGEL “drop box” provided in the Lessons Tab, Assignments 
and Guides Folder. If you have images in your paper, you should be sure to save them as jpeg 
files or else the file will exceed the limits of the drop box. To submit an attachment (preferably 
in Word or Word Perfect), hit the attachments button above “submit.” You will be taken to a 
dialogue box for attachments. You use the browse window to find your file and then hit “upload” 
to put it in the main window. Then hit the “Finished” button on the bottom. The dialogue box 
should disappear and you should be back at the drop box page (as shown below). The attachment 
should appear below the message box. Give your submission a title in the title box and you can 
put your name and topic of the submission in the message box. Then click the “submit” button 
and your materials will be submitted. Oversize files can be submitted through the instructor’s 
blog (http://sites.psu.edu/bronner/editorial/), but be sure to submit a note in the drop box to get 
grading and comments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Click here to get dialogue 
box for attachments. Hit 
“submit” button after 
uploading paper. 

Put name, paper title, and 
assignment 
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The projects are marked for composition and scholarship. This rubric will be used to give 
feedback to students on their work and improve their academic writing. The grading rubric for 
the writing assignments is: 
 

Ethnography & Rhetorical Analysis Writing Assignments Grading Rubric 
 (2 @ 200 points each) 

ATTRIBUTE Excellent 
 

Good Fair Poor Unsatisfactory 
or Incomplete 

I. Composition (100 points) 100 80 60 40 0 
            A. Clarity and Tone (student 
maintains analytical tone and 
provides clear syntax; essay 
does not over-rely on passages 
from someone else’s work and 
attributes ideas to sources [see 
plagiarism policy]; essay is free 
of run-on sentences and 
awkward or unclear phrasing; 
there are no dropped in quotes) 

25 20 15 10 0 

B. Mechanics (essay is free of 
spelling and grammatical errors 
such as pronoun and verb 
agreement; improper use of 
punctuation; dangling modifiers) 

50 40 30 20 0 

C. Strength of Documentation 
(thorough documentation is 
provided, following standard 
forms [CMS, MLA] of textual and 
visual sources used in essay) 

25 20 15 10 0 

II. Scholarship (100 points) 100 80 60 40 0 
A. Design of Topic and Research 
Problem (essay meets guidelines 
of assignment, presents analysis 
and thesis in coherent, organized 
narrative, addresses scholarship 
in American Studies) 

25 20 15 10 0 
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B. Application of Analytical Tools 
and Strength of Interpretation 
(essay applies analysis in 
presentation of thesis, 
methodologically sound, uses 
scholarship to shape argument, 
and analyzes body of evidence 

50 40 30 20 0 

C. Use of Scholarly Sources 
(print and online) (Uses 
interpretative scholarship to 
develop thesis and annotate 
evidence) 

25 20 15 10 0 

     Total possible points  200 (A) 160 
(B- to 
B+) 

120 
(D 
to 

C+) 

80 (F) 0 (F) 

 
The deadlines for submission are firm. Penalties of 5 or more points per day can be assessed for 
late papers. Contact the professor if you have an issue that prevents you from completing the 
assignment on time. 
 
THE FOLLOWING IS A SUMMARY OF THE ESSAY TYPES: 
 
I. The rhetorical/symbolic analysis uses primary historical, visual, or literary texts publicly 
stating the views of  historic figures or movements or reporting events or issues to assess the 
ideas and symbols conveyed through key phrases/images and strategies of persuasion. You will 
“decode” the meaning of the phrases/images with reference to their historical and/or cultural 
contexts. See, for example, essays in the classic work Virgin Land by Henry Nash Smith 
(focusing on the image of America as a Garden of Eden), and more recently,  The Rhetoric of 
American Exceptionalism edited by Jason Edwards and David Weiss (on the phrase and idea of 
“American Exceptionalism”; for an example of rhetorical analysis of the “American Dream,” see 
The American Dream: A Short History of an Idea that Shaped a Nation by Jim Cullen) 
(minimum 9 pages of text plus analytical print and primary sources). DUE WEDNESDAY, 
OCTOBER 15, 7 a.m., IN ANGEL DROP BOX. 
 
II. The ethnographic analysis is a field observation of an American cultural scene in which 
symbolic communication in the form of speech and behavior occurs. Consider the following 
examples in scholarship using ethnography to examine American cultural scenes that reveal 
performances of gender, race, ethnicity, age, occupation, and locality and suggest larger issues 
beyond the immediate scene: a beauty parlor serving elderly women, a bar with a male clientele, 
a firefighting station, a bodybuilding gym, and a competition for professional poker players.  The 
setting, participants, and communication should be documented, analyzed, and interpreted. See, 
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for example, portions of The Cocktail Waitress, Explaining Traditions (chapters 6, 7), and Manly 
Traditions (chapters 1, 2, 4, 5, 6). (minimum 9 pages of text plus photographs/illustrations and 
analytical print sources). 
 
The evaluation of social surveys/polls or statistical tables/maps should quantitatively answer a 
question about American social trends, movements, or opinions. Analyze data from sources such 
as Gallup polls (see the electronic resource Ipoll in Penn State’s library databases), census data 
(available electronically), Immigration and Naturalization Service data, and public surveys. See, 
for example, study of Pennsylvania ethnicity posted on ANGEL (minimum 9 pages of text plus 
three tables/maps and analytical print sources). 
 
The cultural collection brings together related archival, artifactual, or field-gathered texts for 
comparison. The interpretation involves bringing together representative samples in or across 
regions, periods, styles, or themes to make statements about stylistic or textural changes. To 
address a cultural question or problem, you can collect or document related sets of folklore, 
music, graphics, tools, paintings, sculptures, environments, or houses. Examples are in the 
readings in Explaining Traditions (chapters 3, 5, 8) and America on Film by Harry Benshoff and 
Sean Griffin (several examples, including the image of whiteness in American films). (minimum 
9 pages of text and three items/tables/charts for comparison plus photographs/illustrations and 
analytical print sources). 
 
ABOVE ASSIGNMENT DUE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, BEFORE 7 a.m., IN ANGEL 
DROP BOX. 
 

 
 

OTHER GRADED ACTIVITIES 
 
In addition to developing writing competencies in this class, you will also have activities 
intended to give practice in oral presentation, media design, and interpretive commentary. These 
activities are summarized as a “class participation” grade.  
 
The descriptions of the activities along with dates are: 
 
Activity 1. September 8 (before class time). Use Yammer to introduce yourself and your 
interests to the other course members. 
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Activity 2. September 22 (before class time). Post response by text, voice, or video to historic 
document on VoiceThread. 
 
Activity 3. September 29 (in class): Brief (10 minutes) group presentation giving example of 
patterns, ideas, or “myths” in modern America or subculture within it. Use Yammer or ANGEL 
to facilitate group communication in addition to meeting. 
 
Activity 4. October 20 (before class): Post on your personal blog consideration of another 
author and/or pivotal literary work that you consider to have entered American imagination, and 
that raises thorny questions of representation, comparable to Fishkin’s argument for Mark Twain 
(min. 100 words). 
 
Activity 5. October 27 (before class): Create “gallery/exhibition” tab on your personal blog and 
include at least three of your own or public domain photographs/videos of an American cultural 
scene, artifact, performance, or “slice of life” that “frames” or “symbolizes” American behavior, 
pattern, or communication. 
 
Activity 6. November 3 (before class):  Post entry on your personal blog describing an active 
folk tradition you or your family/community/folk group observes and be prepared to discuss it in 
class. (B) 
 
Activity 7. November 12 (7 a.m.): Complete online Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) 
training program in “Humanities” provided by the Collaborative Institutional Training Initiative 
(CITI).  The Office for Research Protections (ORP) will provide the link to this training via the 
SARI Resource Portal on the ORP website (www.research.psu.edu/orp). After completion you 
will receive a certificate; hand in a copy this certificate or send it by PDF to Dr. Bronner. 
 
Activity 8. November 17 (before class): Post an entry on your personal blog regarding a 
“pivotal” film (provide image and/or clip, if possible) you have seen that profoundly represents 
American dilemmas (see examples of commentary in sidebars of America on Film by Benshoff 
and Griffin).  
 
Culminating Activity: December 3 (7 a.m.): Complete and submit blog with the following 
content related to American Studies: home (description of your American Studies interests and 
work), blog (commentary on readings, events, and media), and gallery (postings of at least three 
copyright-free images/videos with commentaries). Place a link to your final blog in the drop box 
in ANGEL.  
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Class participation is graded according to the following rubric, primarily based on evaluation of 
blog: 
 
ATTRIBUTE Excellent Good Average Below 

Average 
Poor 

1. Student followed guidelines and instructions 
of assignment (e.g., length, addressing 
discussion theme, timeliness, following 
netiquette) 

5 4 3 2 1 

2. Student posts demonstrate knowledge and 
insight related to course content; posts 
contribute positively to discussion) 

5 4 3 2 1 

3. Student contribution demonstrates 
knowledge and/or research of subject 

5 4 3 2 1 

4. Student contribution demonstrates insight, 
creativity, and/or imagination 

5 4 3 2 1 

5. Written or visual contributions are clear, 
well composed, and logical in sequence and 
content 

5 4 3 2 1 

 
TOTAL POINTS= (Score on each attribute) X 4 
 
 

GRADING AND DEADLINE SUMMARY 
 
The following table organized in ascending order by date summarizes the graded activities and 
assignments in the course. 
 

Date Due  Type of Assignment 
Wed, October 15, 7 am First Essay: 

Rhetorical/Symbolic Analysis 
Wed, November 12, 7 am Required RCR Training 
Wed, December 3, 7 am Personal Blog (see related 

activities that go into blog for 
10/22, 10/29, 11/26) 

Wed, December 10, 7 am Second Essay: Ethnographic, 
Social, OR Cultural Analysis  

 
The following tables summarize the grading. 
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Category Points 
First Essay 200 
Second Essay 200 
Participation (Blog) 100 
 
Points Grade  Quality of Performance GPA Equivalent 
475-500 A Exceptional Achievement 4.00 
450-474 A- Excellent Achievement 3.67 
435-449 B+ Extensive Achievement 3.33 
415-434 B Good Achievement 3.00 
400-414 B- Acceptable Achievement 2.67 
385-399 C+ Minimal Achievement 2.33 
350-384 C Inadequate Achievement 2.00 
300-349 D Inadequate Achievement 1.00 
Below 300 F Failure 0.00 
 XF Academic Dishonesty 0.00 
 
For more information on Penn State’s grading policy, see  
http://www.psu.edu/ufs/policies/47-00.html#47-60. 
 
N.B. : STUDENTS ARE REQUIRED TO SUBMIT ALL ASSIGNMENTS. That means the 
student can fail for not submitting assignments even if his or her cumulative score is passing. 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
 
 
PENN STATE HARRISBURG RECEPTION: Monday, September 8, 5-6 p.m. Gallery 
Lounge. Refreshments Served.  
 
DOCTORAL INFORMATION NIGHT, Tuesday, September 9, 6-8 p.m., Library. 
 
GRADUATE INFORMATION NIGHT, Thursday, October 9, 6-8 p.m., Library 
 
AMERICAN FOLKLORE SOCIETY MEETING: November 5-9, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
Funding available from American Studies Student Association. 
 
 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS (OPTIONAL) 
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REQUIRED TEXTBOOKS (Available at Campus Bookstore) 
 

 
 Benshoff, Harry M., and Sean Griffin. America on Film: Representing Race, Class, Gender, and 

Sexuality at the Movies. 2nd ed. Malden, MA: Blackwell, 2009. 978-1405170550 (and e-
book) 

 Bronner, Simon J. Explaining Traditions: Folk Behavior in Modern Culture. Lexington: 
University Press of Kentucky, 2011. 978-0813134062 (and e-book) 

 Bronner, Simon J., ed. Manly Traditions: The Folk Roots of American Masculinities. 
Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2005. 978-0253217813. 

 Edwards, Jason A., and David Weiss, eds. The Rhetoric of American Exceptionalism: Critical 
Essays.  Jefferson, NC: McFarland, 2011. 9780786459704 (and e-book). 

 Fishkin, Shelley Fisher. Lighting Out for the Territory: Reflections on Mark Twain and 
American Culture. New York: Oxford University Press, 1996. 978-0195121223 (and e-
book). 

Pursell, Carroll. The Machine in America: A Social History of Technology. 2nd ed. Baltimore: 
Johns Hopkins University Press, 2007. 978-0801885792 (and e-book). 

 Spradley, James P. and Brenda Mann. The Cocktail Waitress. 1975 rpt., Long Grove, IL: 
Waveland, 2008. 978-1577665748 (and e-book). 

  
 

REQUIRED ELECTRONIC TEXTS (Available on ANGEL) 
 

 
Bercovitch, Sacvan. “New England’s Errand Reappraised.” In New Directions in American 

Intellectual History, ed. John Higham and Paul Conkin, 85-105. Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 1979. 

 
Bozeman, Theodore Dwight. “The Puritans' ‘Errand into the Wilderness’ Reconsidered.” New 

England Quarterly 59 (1986): 231-251. 
 
Bronner, Simon J. “American Studies: A Discipline.” Encyclopedia of American Studies online 
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http://eas-ref.press.jhu.edu.  
 
Bronner, Simon J.  “The ASA Survey of Departments and Programs, 2007: Findings and 

Projections.” American Studies Association Newsletter (March 2008), 11-19. 
 
Bronner, Simon J. “Teaching American Studies” (3), “Learning American Studies” (4), “Writing 

American Studies” (5). EAS Forum website. 
http://www.theasa.net/project_eas_online/page/project_eas_online_eas_Forum_Archives.  

 
Bronner, Simon J.  Ethnic Ancestry in Pennsylvania: An Analysis of Self-Identification. 

Middletown: Pennsylvania State Data Center, 1996. 
 
Bronner, Simon J. “Ethnography.” Encyclopedia of American Studies online, ed. Simon J. 

Bronner. http://eas-ref.press.jhu.edu.  
 
Bronner, Simon J. “Folk Objects.” In Folk Groups and Folklore Genres, ed. Elliott Oring, 99-

124. Logan: Utah State University Press, 1986. 
 
Bronner, Simon J. “Practice Theory in Folklore and Folklife Studies.” Folklore 123 (2012): 23-

47. 
 
Corn, Wanda. “The Birth of a National Icon: Grant Wood’s ‘American Gothic.’” Art Institute of 

Chicago Museum Studies 10 (1983): 252-75. 
 
Cowan, Michael. “American Studies: An Overview.” Encyclopedia of American Studies online 

(through LIAS). 
 
Danforth, Samuel. A Brief Recognition of New-Englands Errand into the Wilderness; Made in 
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COURSE OUTLINE AND SCHEDULE 
 
 

I. Synthesis, Scope, Tools, and Historiography of American Studies 
II. Historical Perspectives 

III. Perspectives from Literature, Culture, and the Arts 
IV. Social Science Perspectives 

V. Applications and Future Directions of American Studies 
       

(For a detachable summary of course meetings and student tasks, see the color-coded table on p. 37) 
 

 
I. Synthesis, Scope, Tools, and Historiography of American Studies 

 
 
 

Meeting 1: August 25 
 

A. INTRODUCTION TO COURSE  
  
Students will introduce themselves to class toward the goal of forming 
community as American Studies scholars. The syllabus will be discussed; 
objectives, themes, assignments, and course resources on the web will be 
explained.  

  
 B. THE IDEA OF AMERICAN STUDIES 

  
We will discuss the terminology of American studies (civilization, culture, and 
experience) and cover a preliminary definition of American Studies as movement, 
field, location, discipline, and interdiscipline.  We will outline the  varieties of 
scholarly and popular presentation--in writing, oral presentation, exhibition, 
web—used by American Studies professionals and covered in this course. 

 
  

N.B. During second half of class, we will meet in the computer lab, room C12 
Olmsted (Basement Center), to cover electronic sources in American Studies 

 
NO CLASS, SEPTEMBER 1 FOR LABOR DAY 
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Meeting 2: September 8 
   
C. CONCEPTUALIZING AMERICAN STUDIES: HISTORY AND PRACTICE OF                          
AMERICAN STUDIES 
 
 We will discuss the emergence of the American Studies movement from the 1930s 
            and the formation of the first American Studies degree programs to the present.  From 

this institutional history, we will chart the goals and practices of American Studies as 
they have changed over time.  American Studies scholars often refer to its "style" with 
reference to its distinctive rhetoric and trends. We will discuss that style and how it has 
changed since the founding of the American Studies movement.  Afterward in a computer 
workshop in room 108 of the library, I will introduce Penn State blogs feature and 
explain assignment to create a personal blog on American Studies.  

 
 READING (on Angel): 
  
First read this:  
 
 Dorson, “The Birth of American Studies.” 
 Smith, “Can American Studies Develop a Method?” 
 Bronner, American Studies: A Discipline 
 Bronner, ed., “Learning American Studies” (website) 
 Cowan, “American Studies: An Overview” 
 
Followed by: 
 

Marx, “On Recovering the ‘Ur’ Theory of American Studies” 
Noble, “Anti-American Studies” 
Lipsitz, “Our America” 
Kaplan, “A Call for a Truce” 

  
 
 VIEW: 
  
 Professor Bronner’s Penn State blog: http://sites.psu.edu/bronner  
 
ACTIVITY 1: Introduce yourself and your interests in a post on the course Yammer site. 
Complete before class begins. 
  
N.B. During the second half of class, we will meet in the Computer Lab, Room 12C Olmsted 
Building (Basement Center), to cover procedures for creating a blog. Be sure to enroll in blog 
service at blogs.psu.edu beforehand. 
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     II. Historical Perspectives  
 
Meeting  3: September 15 
 

A. NARRATING AMERICA’S FOUNDING PRINCIPLES: DOCUMENTARY 
APPROACHES AND RHETORICAL/MYTHIC ANALYSIS—THE PURITANS AND 
THE AMERICAN JEREMIAD 

  
You can log in to ANGEL anytime between September 17 and 20 to access a lesson on 
the use of rhetorical/symbolic analysis in American Studies drawing on historical and 
literary studies. A question asked in American Studies has been "what distinguishes the    
American experience?" A way to answer that question has been to identify symbols,    
images, and "myths" or themes characterizing American ideas and conditions. We will   
focus on the theme most often mentioned in discussions of distinctive American                   
experiences:  the Puritan founding experience, democracy and liberty,  and the movable 
frontier. As examples, we will look at the westward movement beginning with the 
Puritans and the themes of the American chosen people, American exceptionalism, 
emergence of democracy and consumer capitalism, myth of the garden, and the formation 
of American character with an emphasis on the rhetorical/symbolic interpretations of 
“persuasive” texts.  

 
 READING (ANGEL): 
  
 First read this: 
 
 Edwards, “Rhetorical Criticism”  
 Danforth, “Errand into Wilderness” 1671 (Primary Document) 
 Miller, “Errand into Wilderness.” 
 
 Followed by: 
 
 Bercovitch, “The New England’s Errand Reappraised” 
 Bozeman, “Errand into Wilderness Reconsidered” 
 Delbanco, “Errand into Wilderness Re-Viewed.” 
 Elliott, “The American Jeremiad” 
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Meeting 4: September 22 
 

B. THE FRONTIER IN AMERICAN CULTURE, MYTH OF THE GARDEN, AND    
MYTH OF THE MACHINE 

 
Much consideration has been given in American Studies to the role of a movable frontier 
to American cultural and political development. In this meeting, we will discuss ideas 
related to the frontier: Turner’s frontier thesis, Smith’s myth of the garden, and Marx’s 
“machine in the garden.” In examples such as the imagination of science fiction and the 
rhetoric of the space program, we will examine uses and changing meanings of the 
frontier in contemporary American popular culture.  

 
 READING: 
 

Read this first: 
Turner, “The Significance of the Frontier in American History” 
Smith, Prologue and Chapters 9, 10, 11, 16, 22 in Virgin Land. 
Mumford, “The Diaspora of the Pioneer” 

 
 Followed by: 
 
 Limerick, “Turnerians All: The Dream of a Helpful History in an Intelligible World” 
 Marx, “Machine in the Garden” 
 Ward, “The Meaning of Lindbergh’s Flight” 
  
  
 ACTIVITY 2:  

Post responses involving rhetorical readings by text, voice, or video to historical 
document/image on VoiceThread; accessible through ANGEL, web, or smartphone. 
Complete before class begins.  

 
 
Meeting 5: September 29 
 
 

C. PROGRESS, TECHNOLOGY, AND THE IDEA OF THE “MODERN” IN 
AMERICAN CULTURE  

 
 In this class, students will critically apply the approach of machines as icons to an 

understanding of modernizing America after industrialization. Machines have defined 
ages (e.g., ipod generation, age of steam); do they also define America? Carroll Pursell, 
and Lewis Mumford before him, thought so.  We consider Lewis Mumford’s question of 
whether there is a “myth of the machine” (he published a book titled The Myth of the 
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Machine in 2 volumes, 1967, 1970). And following our discussion about rhetoric in the 
last meeting, what beliefs and outlooks undergird the shift from machines to 
“technology” and “gadgetry.” Some of the considerations are the ways that 
industrialization leads to concepts of progress, modernity, and labor that have a lasting 
effect on American worldview and belief. 

 
 READING: 
  
 Pursell, The Machine in America 

 
 ACTIVITY 3: 
 

Brief oral presentation with group in front of class giving an example of a pattern, idea, 
or “myth” in modern American culture.  You can test the views of Turner and Mumford 
for the frontier and industrialism, respectively, or suggest another driving idea in the 
American mind. As individuals, students should identify key texts/images available on 
the Web and other media. Use Yammer or ANGEL to facilitate group communication in 
addition to meeting. 
 

  
 
Meeting 6: October 6 
 
              D. RHETORICALLY ANALYZING AMERICAN IDEAS: EXCEPTIONALISM AND 
THE AMERICAN DREAM. 
 
 Perhaps no other concept has caused controversy in American Studies more than 
“American exceptionalism.” In this class we will look at the meanings of the concept and case 
studies examining its rhetoric in various cultural scenes/texts. We will compare these rhetorical 
approaches with Smith’s older concept of “symbol, image, and myth.” As a test case, we will 
discuss the rhetoric of the “American dream” introduced in 1932 by James Truslow Adams to 
think about how rhetoric is, in the words of Americanist Alan Trachtenberg, a “vehicle of self-
knowledge.”  
 
 READING: 
 
 Edwards and Weiss, The Rhetoric of American Exceptionalism  
 White and Hanson, “The Making and Persistence of the American Dream” 
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III. Perspectives from Literature, Culture, and the Arts 

 
 
Meeting 7: October 13 
 
 A. DISCERNING AMERICA: THE QUESTION OF A NATIONAL AND REGIONAL 

LITERATURE IN THE UNITED STATES  
   
 What is American about American literature? And how does it express and emote 
            place--region, community, nation--for its readers? These questions commanded the 
            attention for many years in the American Studies movement and we will take them 
            up here.  To focus our study and to work through American Studies uses of literary 

criticism, we will use the example of Mark Twain and Huckleberry Finn. As an author 
and text/character, Twain and Finn are often cited as part of a distinctive 
American/national literature. An American Studies question that Shelley Fisher Fishkin, 
poses beyond literary criticism is the “representation” of Twain and Finn in American 
culture, especially regarding race, and the significance of Huckleberry Finn in American 
memory.  

     
 READING: 
 
 Kirsch, “The Star, the Born-Again Sinner, and the Gangster.” 
 Fishkin, Lighting Out for the Territory.  
 

 
FIRST WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE BEFORE 7 a.m., 

Wednesday, OCTOBER 15: RHETORICAL AND 
SYMBOLIC ANALYSIS OF HISTORICAL/LITERARY 

TEXT.  
Note that ANGEL is down for maintenance from 4 to 6 a.m. on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays.  
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Meeting 8: October 20 
 
 B. ETHNOGRAPHY OF “CULTURAL SCENES” IN AMERICA. 
 
 We will discuss observational analysis of cultural scenes in ethnography. The techniques 

include structural/taxonomic, comparative, and performative/symbolic.  
 
 In the second half of the class, we will review Scholarship and Research Integrity 

Program (SARI) and online Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) training. 
Specifically, we will discuss (1) acquisition, management, distribution, and sharing of 
scholarly information, particularly historical documents and archival material, and (2) 
Fieldwork and Human Subject Protection 

 
 READING: 
 
 Spradley and Mann, The Cocktail Waitress 
 Bronner, “Ethnography” 
 Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chapters 6, 9 
  
 VIEWING: 
 
 Rattlesnakes: A Festival at Cross Forks, PA (http://www.folkstreams.net/film,117) 
 Salamanders: A Night at the Phi Delt House (http://www.folkstreams.net/film,113) 
 
 ACTIVITY 4: 
 
 Post on your personal blog before class consideration of another author and/or pivotal 

literary work that you consider to have entered American imagination, and raises thorny 
questions of representation, comparable to Fishkin’s argument for Mark Twain. 

 
 

 
Meeting 9: October 27 
 
 
 C. COLLECTING AND OBSERVING TRADITION:  FOLKLORE AND CULTURAL 

COLLECTION 
   
 How do we describe American tradition and culture, particularly to get at issues of values 

in communication and performance? Areas of linguistics, folklore and folklife, and 
anthropology have contributed field collecting and ethnographic techniques that we will 
apply to American Studies.  These techniques will figure in two American Studies forms 
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of analysis: the cultural collection (usually involving comparative analysis of oral, 
material, and social texts across time and space) and ethnography (owing to the 
foundation established by Clifford Geertz and Victor Turner). We will discuss the idea of 
the cultural collection, one of the choices for the second writing project. Theories that can 
be applied to the materials collected and the ethnography observed include “seriation,” 
performance, and practice.  

   
  READING: 
 
  Bronner, Explaining Traditions, Chapters 1, 2, 5, 7, 8 
   
 
  ACTIVITY 5: 
 
  On your personal blog, before class, create a “gallery” or exhibition tab and post 

at least three photographs/videos representing an American cultural scene, “slice 
of life,” or “frame” that you produce or are in public domain. Caption each with 
comments on the Americanness of the behavior, pattern, or symbolism in the 
scene.  For a model, see my online exhibition: http://sites.psu.edu/strongman.  

 
 
 
Meeting  10: November 3 
 
 D. MATERIALIZING AMERICA: MATERIAL CULTURE, FOODWAYS,                                  

LANDSCAPE, ART AND ARCHITECTURE 
 
  In this class, we will discuss artifacts as evidence and analytical approaches 

toward them using cultural collection and ethnography.  How is this evidence distinctive 
or supplementary? Are there theoretical changes in American Studies suggested by 
incorporation of “material culture”? Using the Web, we will examine ways to capture 
images to create a material “cultural collection.” 

 
 E. PUBLIC HERITAGE USING MATERIAL CULTURE 
 

 Familiarity of American Studies students with material culture and the public 
“style” of American Studies suggest settings for American Studies research and 
application outside of the academy. Museums, festivals, historical societies, magazines, 
cultural agencies, and community organizations are often grouped together as “public 
heritage.” or divided between “public history” and “public folklore, arts, and culture.” 
How do they constitute both a subject (indeed an artifact) for American Studies and an 
object (a location for significant public education)? How do American Studies scholars 
act as “culture brokers”? We examine some controversies over public memory such as 
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the Enola Gay, America’s Reunion on the Mall, and Worker’s Culture in the White 
House. In addition to examining museums in the United States interpreting American 
experience, we also consider the museum abroad presenting American culture. 
 
READING: Bronner, “Folk Objects.” 
Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chapters 3, 4 
Corn, “Birth of a National Icon” 
Woods, “Getting Beyond the Criticism of History Museums” 
 

 ACTIVITY 6: 
 
 On your blog, before class, describe an active folk tradition you or your 

family/community/folkgroup observes (e.g., rites of passage, dinner rituals, holiday 
customs, narrative, nicknames, games, crafts) and be prepared to discuss it in class 
 

 
 

Meeting 11:  November  10 
 

F. VISUALIZING AND PERFORMING AMERICA: POPULAR ARTS, 
COMMERCIAL CULTURE, AND CULTURAL HEGEMONY THEORY  

 
  In this class, we discuss analytical approaches to American popular culture, 

particularly “visual culture.” How can we apply the interpretative possibilities of 
“representational” study to expressive forms such as movies? How do we take into 
account the implications of these forms in “performance” with audiences, writers, 
directors, and promoters? These questions are framed in emerging theories of consumer 
culture and critical theories, often based upon the Gramscian idea of “cultural hegemony” 
offered by “cultural studies.” The analysis of films can go beyond film criticism in 
American Studies by involving the interpretation of encoding and decoding of movies as 
communication systems. I will present a case study of this approach using films involving 
Asian characters to introduce theoretical perspectives of “Orientalism” and “Post-
Colonialism.”  

  
  READING: 
 

 Benshoff and Griffin, America on Film  
 

 
ACTIVITY 7: 
 
Go to http://www.research.psu.edu/training/sari/program and register for CITI course. 
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Choose “Humanities” option. Complete course and hand in certificate or send by PDF  to 
Dr. Bronner before 7 a.m., November 12.   

  
 

 
Meeting 12: November 17 
 
G. AMERICAN ENTERTAINMENT AS CULTURAL AGENT 
 
 
We will discuss pivotal texts suggested by members of the class and extend the cultural studies 
analysis to American music, drama, and art. In particular, we examine theoretically the 
implication of the channeling of disturbing themes into entertainment media that become agents 
of social change.  
 
H. DIGITAL CULTURE 
 
Since the 1990s, cultural observers have claimed the shift from an analog culture based upon 
media of radio, film, and television to the “digital culture” represented by the Internet and video 
game devices. I introduce some concepts to help analyze the Americanness of this culture, such 
as slow/fast capitalism, convergence technologies, compactness, and analytics.  
 

ACTIVITY 8:  
 
 Comment in your blog, before class, on a “pivotal” film/television 
show/play/song (provide image, video, or audio, if possible) you have seen that 
profoundly represents American dilemmas such as those raised in Benshoff and Griffin 
(race, ethnicity, gender, class, sexuality). 

  
READING: 
 
Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chapter 10.  
Press, “Gender and Family in Television’s Golden Age and Beyond.” 
Sternheimer, “Do Video Games Kill?” 

 
N.B. NO CLASS ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 24  

IN OBSERVANCE OF PSU THANKSGIVING BREAK 
(Nov 23-29).  

Library and offices are open except for November 27. 
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IV. Social Science Perspectives 
 
 
Meeting 13: December 1 
  
 A. INTERSECTIONALITY: RACE, ETHNICITY, GENDER, AND CLASS 
 

In this class, we consider the use of social categories of race, ethnicity, gender, 
class, and age in American Studies. More than terms, the use of these categories suggests 
a theoretical perspective, often called “intersectionality” on American experience that 
emphasizes the ways that identity are both inherited and ascribed. As an example, we’ll 
focus on issues of American masculinity including the iconic American image of the 
“Marlboro Man” and the “Macho Man.” A central question is how these models of 
masculinity are expressed and how they change according to race, ethnicity, class, and 
age.  

 
B. BODY AND MIND IN SOCIETY: PSYCHOANALYSIS, SOCIOANALYSIS, 

FEMINISM, MASCULINISM 
 

 In this part of the class, we consider the relations of approaches that primarily 
question social structure (socioanalysis) and psychological process (psychoanalysis).  
Various recent approaches have also taken on issues of scholarly bias and the objectivity 
of the observer. Toward the end of creating a different “lens” through which to view 
society and culture, feminist theory, and an offshoot in men’s studies, has proposed 
various propositions about patriarchy, fratiarchy, and gender roles.  

 
 C. TRANSNATIONALISM, GLOBALIZATION, AND CROSS-CULTURAL 
METHODOLOGY: CENSUSES, POLLS, SURVEYS, AND STATISTICS 
   
  In this part of the session, we will examine emerging theories of America in a 

globalizing society. The theories often involve economic and political relations caused by 
the presumed decline of the nation-state and the growth of international and cross-border 
mobility. Methodologically, I present tools of statistics, polls, and surveys in American 
Studies that survey national and international attitudes, rankings, and practices. We will 
discuss ways to generate surveys as well as to evaluate them. 

 
 
READING: 
 
  Bronner, Manly Traditions, chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12 
  Bronner, Ethnic Ancestry in Pennsylvania 

 Three articles on Transnationalism and American Studies. 
http://www.theasa.net/project_eas_online/page/project_eas_online_eas_featured_article/ 
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 FINAL BLOG DUE BEFORE 7 a.m., WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 3.  

Remember that ANGEL is down for maintenance on Wednesdays 
and Saturdays from 4 to 6 a.m.  

 
           
V. Applications and Future Directions of American Studies 

 
 

(LAST) Meeting 14: December 8 
 
  
 
 A. DOING AMERICAN STUDIES AT PENN STATE HARRISBURG AND BEYOND  
 
 American Studies often examines experience and the past to gain a perspective on the 

future. In this session, we discuss uses of forecasts and predictions in American Studies. 
With an eye toward the future, we will also discuss strategies for success on paths 
through the program at Penn State Harrisburg, in individual careers, and within the 
American Studies field.  

 
 B. USING AMERICAN STUDIES 
 
 We examine occupations and projects of American Studies globally, including 
employment in: 
 
 1. Education and Scholarship 
 2. Government, Historical and Arts Administration,  and Cultural Resource Management 
 3. Museums, Archives, Parks, and Heritage Institutions 
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 4. Community Programming 
 5. Documentary Film and Journalism 
 6. Information Services and Heritage Enterprises 
 
 
 READING: 
 
 Bronner, “ASA Survey of Departments and Programs—2007.” 
 American Studies Careers, http://www.theasa.net/resources/careers/ 

“Writing American Studies” 
http://www.theasa.net/project_eas_online/page/project_eas_online_eas_EAS_Forum/ 
“Teaching American Studies” 
http://www.theasa.net/project_eas_online/page/eas_forum_3 
 
VIEWING: 
American Studies Association annual meeting: http://www.theasa.net/annual_meeting/ 
Penn State Harrisburg American Studies Digital Projects: 
http://www.hbg.psu.edu/hum/amst/projects.htm 
Encyclopedia of American Studies: http://eas-ref.press.jhu.edu  

  
 

 
SECOND ASSIGNMENT DUE BEFORE 7 a.m., WEDNESDAY, 

DECEMBER 10: CHOICE OF ETHNOGRAPHY, 
QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS, OR CULTURAL COLLECTION 
Submit in ANGEL Drop Box. Remember that ANGEL is shut down for 

maintenance between 4 and 6 a.m. on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
 
 
N.B. Schedule Subject to Change.  
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Website: http://hbg.psu.edu/hum/amst 
 

QRC code for American Studies website: 
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POLICY STATEMENTS: (1) Academic Freedom; (2) Academic 
Integrity; (3) Attendance; (4) Cancellations due to Weather, 

Emergencies, and Campus Closing; (5) Confidentiality; (6) Disability 
Services; (7) Penn State Harrisburg Emergency Procedures; (8) 

Personal Digital Devices  

  

1. Academic Freedom: According to Penn State policy HR64, “The faculty member is 
expected to train students to think for themselves, and to provide them access to those 
materials which they need if they are to think intelligently. Hence, in giving instruction 
upon controversial matters the faculty member is expected to be of a fair and judicial 
mind, and to set forth justly, without supersession or innuendo, the divergent opinions 
of other investigators.” See http://guru.psu.edu/policies/OHR/hr64.html. 

2. Academic Integrity: According to Penn State policy 49-20, Academic integrity is the 
pursuit of scholarly activity free from fraud and deception and is an education objective 
of this institution. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, 
plagiarizing, fabricating of information or citations, facilitating acts of academic 
dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work 
of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or 
tampering with the academic work of other students. The instructor can fail a student 
for major infractions. For more information, see 
http://www.psu.edu/dept/ufs/policies/47-00.html#49-20. The instructor reserves the 
right to use Turnitin as a plagiarism detection tool. 
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3. Attendance: Students are expected to complete every lesson in the course and are held 
responsible for all work covered in the course. A student whose irregular attendance 
causes him or her, in the judgment of the instructor, to become deficient scholastically, 
may run the risk of receiving a failing grade or receiving a lower grade than the student 
might have secured had the student been in regular attendance. Participation by 
students in the course should not be disruptive or offensive to other class members. See 
http://www.psu.edu/ufs/policies/42-00.html#42-27. I interpret this policy to mean that 
students who miss more than one quarter of the course or 3 classes can fail the course 
even if the student has passed written assignments. 

4. Cancellations Due to Weather, Emergencies, or Campus Closing: When the Provost and 
Dean makes the decision to close the Harrisburg campus or delay the start of classes, 
the regional media will be notified at least two hours prior to the standard 8:00 a.m. 
reporting time for staff and before the start of the earliest scheduled class. The college 
will make its announcement in the following ways:  
a. The college's web page at www.hbg.psu.edu will carry a message regarding the 

status of classes.  

b. The university's email system will also be used to notify email subscribers about 
a weather emergency. Additionally, students, faculty, and staff are invited to 
register for PSUAlert at https://psualert.psu.edu/psualert/.  The service will feature 
enhanced messaging capabilities and robust integration with the University’s other 
communications platforms. 

c. An announcement will be placed on the college's AUDIX telephone system at 
the 948-6000 and 948-6029 numbers. 
 

d.   For information on the campus’s weather emergency policy, including media 
outlets carrying cancellation notices, see  http://www.hbg.psu.edu/hbg/weather.html 

5.  Confidentiality: The right of students to confidentiality is of concern to your instructor 
and to the University. According to Penn State policy AD-11, "The Pennsylvania State 
University collects and retains data and information about students for designated 
periods of time for the expressed purpose of facilitating the student's educational 
development. The University recognizes the privacy rights of individuals in exerting 
control over what information about themselves may be disclosed and, at the same 
time, attempts to balance that right with the institution's need for information relevant 
to the fulfillment of its educational missions. Student educational records are defined as 
records, files, documents, and other materials that contain information directly related 
to a student and are maintained by The Pennsylvania State University or by a person 
acting for the University pursuant to University, college, campus, or departmental 
policy. Exclusions include: Notes of a professor concerning a student and intended for 
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the professor's own use are not subject to inspection, disclosure, and challenge." For 
more information, see http://guru.psu.edu/policies/Ad11.html.  

6.  Disability Services and Accessibility: Any student who cannot complete requirements 
of the class because of physical disabilities should make circumstances known to the 
instructor.  In cases where documentation of disability is available, alternative ways to 
fulfill requirements will be made. For more information, see Penn State’s disability 
services handbook at http://www.hbg.psu.edu/studaf/disability/dshandbook.htm 

7. Penn State Harrisburg Emergency Procedures: Penn State Harrisburg has an Emergency 
Response Plan for various disturbances and unusual events such as fires, spillage of 
hazardous materials, and violent behavior. For more information, see 
http://www.hbg.psu.edu/EmergencyProceduresflyer.pdf (Emergency Procedures-Quick 
Reference) and http://php.scripts.psu.edu/dept/iit/hbg/police/erp.php  (Emergency 
Response Plan). Note the phone number for Police Services in the event of an 
emergency: 717-948-6232. In extreme emergencies, call 911. Offices that can provide 
assistance are Safety/Police Services at 717-979-7976 and Physical Plant at 717-948-
6235. For campus safety policies and initiatives, see http://btmt.psu.edu and 
http://www.police.psu.edu.  

 
8. Personal Digital Devices: Personal digital devices such as cell phones, smartphones and 

personal digital assistants (e.g., itouch, droids), laptop  and netbook computers, ipads 
and tablet computers can help students in academic settings but can also distract from 
learning. As a matter of policy, I insist that cell phones be turned off or silenced; texting 
and other communication on the cell phone are strictly prohibited in class. Laptops, 
netbooks, and tablet computers enabling notetaking and viewing of course materials are 
permitted but students must not engage in non-classroom tasks such as emailing, web 
browsing, e-shopping, and social networking in class. If they do not abide by this 
guideline, use of their devices in class will be prohibited.  
 
 

           Policy Sources 
 
For other policies relating to campus life and academic participation, see 
http://guru.psu.edu/policies. 
 
Penn State Harrisburg website: http://hbg.psu.edu. Penn State website: http://psu.edu  
Penn State libraries: http://libraries.psu.edu  

American Studies Program website http://harrisburg.psu.edu/hum/amst (see QRC code) 
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TABLE OF MEETINGS AND TASKS  

 

Meeting Title Student Tasks Notes 

1 

8/25 

I. Scope, 
Tools, and 

Historiography 
of American 

Studies  

A. Introduction to 
Course  

B. Goals of 
American Studies 

Read syllabus  

Complete the Contact Info card 

Subscribe to listservs: H-AMSTDY, 
amstd-hbg, American Studies at Penn 
State (facebook), psuAMSTD (Twitter), 
Yammer 

COMPUTER WORKSHOP IN 2ND HALF OF 
CLASS in C12 Olmsted Building 

Access ID needed to get into 
ANGEL. To obtain account, swipe 
ID at one of campus computer 
workstations (student activities 
area, library, Olmsted helpdesk).  

Study questions distributed 

NO CLASS ON LABOR DAY, 
SEPTEMBER 1 

2 

9/8 

C. Conceptualizing 
American Studies: 

History and 
Practice of 

American Studies 

D. Penn State Web 
and Blog Practices 

 Read 
First read this:  
- Dorson, “The Birth of American Studies.” 
- Smith, “Can American Studies Develop a 
Method?”  
-Bronner, “American Studies: A Discipline” 
-Bronner, ed. “Learning American 
Studies” 
- Cowan, “American Studies: An 
Overview” 
 
Followed by: 
- Marx, “On Recovering the ‘Ur” Theory of 
American Studies” 
-Noble, “Anti-American Studies” 
-Lipsitz, “Our America” 
-Kaplan, “A Call for a Truce” 
 
View 
 
Professor Bronner’s blog: 
http://sites.psu.edu/bronner 
 
ACTIVITY 1: Introduce yourself on 
Yammer 
 
COMPUTER WORKSHOP IN 2ND HALF OF 
CLASS in C12 Library 

--American Studies reception 
before class in Gallery Lounge, 5 
– 6 p.m. Refreshments served. 

--For prospective students, 
Doctoral Information Night, 
Library, September 9, 6 p.m. 

--see handout with questions to 
guide your reading 
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3 

9/15 

II. Historical 
Perspectives 

A. Narrating 
America’s Founding 

Principles: 
Documentary 

Approaches and 
Rhetorical/Symbolic 

Analysis 

 

Read 

First read this: 

- Danforth, “Errand into Wilderness” 1671 

-Edwards, “Rhetorical Criticism” 

- Miller, “Errand into Wilderness” 
 
Followed by: 
 
-Bercovitch, “New England Errand 
Reappraised” 
- Delbanco, The Puritan Errand Re-Viewed 
-Bozeman, Errand Reconsidered 
-Elliott, “American Jeremiad” 
 
 

--Set up blog. See sites.psu.edu for 
help and report questions to 
professor. 

4 

9/22 

B. The Frontier in 
American Culture, 

Myth of the 
Garden, and Myth 

of the Machine 

 

Read  

First Read This: 

-Turner, “Significance of the Frontier” 
-Smith, Virgin Land, Prologue.+ chapters 
9, 10, 11, 16, 22 
-Mumford, “The Diaspora of the Pioneer” 
 
Followed by:  
-Limerick, “Turnerians All” 
-Marx, “Machine in the Garden” 
-Ward, “The Meaning of Lindbergh’s 
Flight” 
 
 ACTIVITY 2: VoiceThread responses to 
document/image 

   

--Review assignment guides; 
consult with professor on topics 
for first paper  

-- groups selected for next week’s 
presentation; use Yammer, 
ANGEL, or meetings for 
consultation 

 

5 

9/29 

C. Progress, 
Technology, and 
the Idea of the 

“Modern” in 
American Culture 

Read: 

-Pursell, The Machine in America 

ACTIVITY 3: 

Group presentation in front of class on 
pattern/idea/myth of modern American 
culture 

 

--Consult questions in handout for 
reading 
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6 

10/6 

D. Rhetorically 
Analyzing American 

Ideas: 
Exceptionalism and 

the American 
Dream 

Read: 

- Edwards and Weiss, Rhetoric of 
American Exceptionalism 

--White and Hanson, “Making and 
Persistence of the American Dream” 

  

  

--For prospective students, 
Graduate Information night, 
October 9, Library, 6 p.m. 

7 

10/13 

III. 
Perspectives 

from 
Literature, 

Culture, and 
the Arts 

A. Discerning 
America: The 
Question of a 
National and 

Regional Literature 
in the United 

States  

  

  

  

  

Read: 

-Kirsch, “The Star, the Born-Again Sinner, 
and the Gangster” 

--Fishkin, Lighting Out for the Territory 

 FIRST WRITING ASSIGNMENT DUE 
(RHETORICAL AND SYMBOLIC 
ANALYSIS), WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 
15, BEFORE 7 a.m. 

 
 

-Use drop box in ANGEL to 
submit assignment 

 

8 

10/20 

B. Ethnography of 
“Cultural Scenes” in 

America 

Human Subjects 
research (IRB) and 
scholarly integrity 
(RCR) discussion 
and procedures 

Read  

-Spradley and Mann, The Cocktail 
Waitress 

--Bronner, “Ethnography” (EAS) 

-Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chs. 6,9 

View 

Rattlesnakes 

Salamanders  

ACTIVITY 4: 

Post to blog on pivotal 
author/text/archetype comparable to 
Fishkin’s case for Twain as author and 
Huck Finn as text, Jim as character 

 

--Discuss topic of second writing 
assignment with professor 
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9 

10/27 

C. Collecting and 
Observing 

Tradition: Folklore 
and Cultural 
Collection 

Read  

-Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chapters 
1,2,5,7,8 

-Bronner, “Practice Theory in Folklore and 
Folklife Studies” 

ACTIVITY 5: 

Create visual “gallery” or “exhibition” in 
blog with captions discussing context of 
an American “frame” or “slice of life” 

  

 

10 

11/3 

D. Materializing 
America: Material 

Culture, Foodways, 
Landscape, Art, 
and Architecture 

E. Public Heritage 
Using Material and 

Visual Culture 

Read: 

-Bronner, “Folk Objects” 

-Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chs. 3, 4 

-Corn, “Birth of a National Icon” 

-Woods, “Getting Beyond the Criticism of 
History Museums”  

ACTIVITY 6: 

On your blog, describe an active folk 
tradition in your experience/group and be 
prepared to discuss it in class 

 

-American Folklore Society 
annual meeting, November 5-9, 

Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
supported by SAF. 

--American Studies Association 
annual meeting, November 5-9, 

Los Angeles. 

 

11 

11/10 

 

 

F. Visualizing and 
Performing 

America: Popular 
Arts, Commercial 

Culture, and 
Cultural Hegemony 

Theory  

  

Read  

Benshoff and Griffin, America on Film 

ACTIVITY 7: 

RCR CERTIFICATION  (Humanities) 
DUE. Register at 
www.research.psu.edu/training/sari/program 
Before 11/12, 7 a.m., hand in or send copy 
of certificates to Dr. Bronner).  
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12 

11/17 

 

G. American 
Entertainment as 

Cultural Agent 

H. Digital Culture  

Read  

-Bronner, Explaining Traditions, chapter 
10 

--Press, “Gender and Family in 
Television’s Golden Age and Beyond” 

--Sternheimer, “Do Video Games Kill?” 

ACTIVITY 8: 

Post essay/images to blog on pivotal 
film/television show/play/song on 
American social dilemmas (race, ethnicity, 
class, gender, sexuality) 

 

 

 

--No class on Monday, November 
24 in observance of PSU 

Thanksgiving Break (November 
23-29) 

--Check library for special hours 
during break 

13 

12/1  

IV. Social 
Science 

Perspectives 

A. Intersectionality: 
Race, Ethnicity, 

Gender, and Class 

B. Body and Mind 
in Society: 

Psychoanalysis, 
Socioanalysis, 

Feminism, 
Masculinism  

C. 
Transnationalism, 
Globalization, and 

Cross-Cultural 
Methodology: 

Censuses, Polls, 
Surveys, and 

Statistics.  

Read 

-Bronner, Manly Traditions, chapters 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12 

-Bronner, Ethnic Ancestry in Pennsylvania 

Orvell, “Three Articles on 
Transnationalism” 

 

FINAL BLOG DUE 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 
3, BEFORE 7 A.M. PUT LINK 
IN DROP BOX. 
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14 

12/8 

V. 
Applications 
and Future 

Directions of 
American 
Studies  

A. Doing American 
Studies at Penn 
State Harrisburg 

and Beyond 

B. Using American 
Studies 

 

Read: 

Bronner, “ASA Survey of Departments 
and Programs” 

“American Studies Careers” 

EAS FORUM: Writing American Studies, 
Teaching American Studies  

Viewing: 

ASA annual meeting program 

PSH American Studies website for digital 
projects 

Encyclopedia of American Studies 

 

 

-Last class meeting 

 

  SECOND WRITING 
ASSIGNMENT DUE DECEMBER 
10, BEFORE 7 a.m.: CHOICE OF 
ETHNOGRAPHY, 
QUANTITATIVE ANALYSIS, OR 
CULTURAL COLLECTION  

submit second assignment in drop 
box in ANGEL 

 
Looking ahead: 
 
Pre-registration for spring courses, October 1, 2014 
Fall commencement, December 20, 2014 
Classes begin for spring 2015 semester, January 12, 2015 
MLK day, no classes, January 19, 2015 
Spring break, March 8-14, 2013 
Eastern American Studies Association meeting, Rowan University, Glassboro, New Jersey,  
 March 27-28, 2015 
Spring Classes End, May 1, 2015 
Candidacy Exam Period, May 4-8, 2015 
Spring Commencement, May 9, 2015 
First Summer Session begins, May 18, 2015 
Second Summer Session begins, July 1, 2013 
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