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Before You Type 

The First Word...
It was thought  the essence of a story 
was Who... What... When... And how. 
Yet any writer looking to make an 
impression on the reader also asks, 
“Why am I writing this?” And the 
answer is always, “To make the 
reader feel what I felt on this ride...” If 
you have not accomplished this, than 
you have wasted your time and 
aggravated the reader.

Some of the best moto-stories don’t 
cover an entire ride, but only deal 
with 5 minutes of a two-week-long 
trip. A motorcycle rider can live and 
die 50 times in five minutes. The 
reader can die a million times in 3 
boring pages. 

A well written-description of five 
emotionally-charged, gut-wrenching, 
life-threatening minutes trumps 2500 
words of a trip to the lost cannibal 
tribe of Bolivia, if at the end of the 
epic adventure the reader wishes the 
writer was the main course.

It is no longer enough to write, “In the 
morning, we found leopard tracks 
between the tent and the parked 
BMW GS Adventure.” This has 
happened to 342,639 GS Adventure 
riders. Now the leopard has to eat 
your wife, steal the bike, and cash 
your travelers cheques in a New 
Orleans cat house.

A good story ends when there is 
nothing left to say... A great story 
ends with the reader saying, “Damn, I 
wish there was five more pages of 
this.” 

1)Motorcycle riding is sensual... We penetrate the 
elements to be caressed by speed. Moto-writing is 
the seduction of the reader.

2)Readers identify with an author who shares their 
everyday experiences, and makes these 
experiences special in a story. 

3) The  reader doesn’t really care how far you went 
or how much gas you used... The reader wants to 
know that you escaped, and left the door open so 
they can follow. 

 

If Asked To Submit A 

Picture Of Yourself...
Get a competent photographer to take a 
clear and flattering shot that defines your 
character. Do not submit cell phone 
pictures, drivers license photos, or your 
high school football team yearbook shot. 
Wear something moto or be on your bike. 
(Photo by Leslie Marsh)
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Points To Consider

The opening lines nail the reader’s 
attention. Here are some examples 
of compelling openings:

“Nothing smells as bad as the breath 
of a bear at 6am.

“I never thought an entire life could 
fit into two side bags and a top case.”

“My job stole my youth. My ex-wife 
stole my soul. And life was stealing 
my mind. I got all three of them back 
from a Mystic-Red K75.” 

“I’m not really late,” I said to the 
Mac-Pac guys. “I stopped to donate 
an organ.”

Here are some opening lines that 
make a reader puke:

“After mowing the lawn, painting the 
porch, and waxing her car, I had 
enough courage to ask my lovely wife 
of 22 wonderful years if I could go to 
the BMW MOA Rally in Bloomsburg.”

“I decided to ride to the state capital, 
26-miles away, if it didn’t rain.”

“I never thought I’d be able to write a 
story about how I learned to ride a 
motorcycle.” 

“‘Is it sunny out,’ I asked my cat.”

If you cannot tell the difference 
between the first group and the 
second, stop now before you get hurt. 

The writer faces challenges, revels in  
nature, or confronts personal doubt 
in the middle three to twelve 
paragraphs. Never break up the 
action by categorically listing every 
route and turn on the trip. (Do this in 
a box at the end.)

 I recently read a story in which the 
writer rode across the high plains, 
traversed a desert, and camped on 
the lip of the Grand Canyon. I used 26 
words to say that. He used 23. And a 

full page to detail his route. What a 
shame!

Another rider rode a 400-mile day, 
and remembered nothing except the 
pie he had at the diner that night. 
Now you can get away with that, 
provided you add how the waitress 
who served that pie rode the next 
2,800 miles on your pillion. 

The most boring ride reports are the 
ones without conflict nor triumph.

Though costly, an illustration can go 
where photos fear to tread. This is a  
mannequin tied to Riepe’s bike. No 
woman would dare it. 

Jack Riepe is the 
Humor Editor For the 
BMW MOA’s Owners 
News... And the 
Publisher of “Twisted 
Roads,” the biker blog 
for raw adventure and 
romance like broken 
glass.

Moto Writer’s Checklist
Idea For A Good Story
Compelling Beginning
Challenge/Confrontation
Credible Characters
Resolution

Good Pictures & Captions
Verified Quotes
Spell checked text

Moto - Photo Tips

When taking pictures of club activities, 
try to grab interactive shots that illustrate 
a point in the story, rather than folks just 
standing around. Gerry Cavanaugh 
disputes Jack Riepe’s mileage figures.

Not all legitimate moto-themed photos 
will be warmly received by some 
publications. Some folks think racing is 
dangerous. Photo by Jim Ellenberg. 
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