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Scott Metzler - Graduated 1992, University Park Campus. My intended major was physics, with a 
possibility of chemistry. I completed a physics major and math minor. 

I intended to go onto graduate school from before enrolling. I hoped to have a research career in 
physics. 

I participated in undergraduate research with Jim Whitmore and Ben Oh. I found that very useful in 
preparing for graduate school since I learned that I liked not only learning physics in class, but also 
research. I think that is an important consideration for those considering graduate school. 

I completed my PhD at The University of Pennsylvania in particle physics in 1996, working on CDF. I 
continued as a post-doctoral researcher at California Institute of Technology, working on the BaBar 
experiment.  

After several years as a post-doc I decided to switch fields into medical imaging, going into nuclear-
medicine-instrumentation research. I became a research associate and then research assistant professor 
at Duke University, Department of Radiology. I then moved to University of Pennsylvania, Department of 
Radiology, where I am still. 

I think it prepared me for graduate school, giving me the opportunity to understands the material, and 
participate in research, which was very important for judging future success in graduate school. 

I think participation in undergraduate research is important to determine one’s interest in continuing to 
graduate education. There are many research fields outside of pure physics than can benefit from 
researchers that have a solid background in physics. It is amazing to me how many different aspects of 
undergraduate and graduate education get pulled into my current research. Therefore, I recommend 
taking as broad a curriculum as possible.  

I think much of the interesting future physics research will come on the boundaries with other fields. I 
would suggest minoring or double majoring in a related field, such as chemistry, biology, bioengineering, 
or math. 

Writing is more important that you probably realize, especially if you stay in academics. 

 


