
 

Emily Kremmel (2011) – M.S. in medical physics and medical physics residency at Thomas 
Jefferson University Hospital 

My name is Emily Kremmel and I graduated in 2011. I started my undergraduate career at Shippensburg 
University and transferred to Penn State Main Campus for my junior and senior years. 
 
When I first started my intended major was physics and I had no ultimate career plans. I was slightly lost 
with that direction in my life. I completed as a physics major and mathematics minor.  
 
I participated in the REU program during the summer and worked with Dr. O’Hara. I was a lab teaching 
assistant for PHYS 211. I was involved in the Penn State Society of Physics Students (SPS) and Women In 
Science and Engineering (WISE). I also took some fun classes such as ballroom dancing and orchestra. 
(Take advantage of these fun kinds of classes because it’s not as easy to do when you are out of school). 
 
I worked for a year after graduating. I worked for PPG as a lab technician working with coatings for glass. 
It took me a little over a month to get this first job. I found it by doing a job search online and remember 
being unsure if the job description fit well or if I fit the qualifications. Everything turned out well though. 
I was hired very shortly after applying. I loved the company that I worked for. But the job was kind of 
tedious and I wanted more so I decided to go back to school. I took a slight risk and decided to go in a 
different direction. 
 
I just recently finished my masters in medical physics at The University of Pennsylvania. (Everyone gets 
Penn State and UPenn confused and I always have to explain). I chose UPenn because there are only a 
handful of schools that have a masters of medical physics program in the country and UPenn has a great 
balance between classes and hands on clinical experience. They also hired me to work part time during 
my time at the school. 
 
I just started a new job. I am a Medical Physics Resident at Thomas Jefferson University Hospital. So far I 
am loving it. 
 
Medical Physics is a branch of Physics so just about all of my physics classes helped me to have the 
foundation that I need for my field.  My short term plan is to finish my residency. My long term goal is to 
become certified and have the position of a senior physicist. 
 



My suggestion for coursework is to take advantage of professors’ office hours and ask lots of questions. 
Try to explore as many different aspects of the physics field as you can because you never know when 
one might surprise you. I never ever would have guessed that I like working in a hospital but I am so glad 
that I found my direction in life. Being a physics major doesn’t always mean staying in academics for life.   
 


