
 

Jonathan Guild (2013) –  Commissioned officer in the US Air Force 

My name is Jonathan Guild and I graduated in May of 2013. I studied at University Park Main campus. 
 
When I first started at PSU, I originally majored in Astronomy, hoping to one day work at NASA. As I 
went through my college career here, I found out that I did not want to pursue Astronomy anymore 
(mostly due to job limitations in my opinion). Instead, I switched majors to Physics. I already had the 
credits and prerequisites so it was an easy switch. Later, I joined the Penn State Air Force ROTC to 
hopefully one day become an Officer. At this time, I picked up another major: Meteorology. The reason I 
went for the dual major was to obtain an Air Force scholarship in a technical career field. 
 
I felt as though I got a late start on which extracurricular activities I should participate in. Penn State 
AFROTC is not particularly an extracurricular activity in my opinion, but I spent most of my time there. 
During the summer, I was a Summer Conference Assistant (SCA). It is like an RA, but for the summer. 
You get to stay in East View Terrace (the nice, upscale, single room dorms) for free with meal points 
included. Great summer job with fun experiences. Highly recommend.   
 
After graduation, I commissioned as an Officer in the US Air Force. My career field is “Cyberspace 
Operations”. I was stationed at Keesler AFB for 6 months where I learned basics of the career field, 
networking, Cyber Security, and Advanced Cyber Tactics. Cyber is a growing career field both in the 
military and in the civilian sector. My physics degree helped a lot more than I thought it would. We 
discussed GPS, E&M, and basic computers. I was able to incorporate a lot from my training due to my 
degree in physics. Currently, I am managing the Air Force Network.  
 
Having this degree puts me ahead of the curve in my opinion. In short, the degree tells the world “I can 
do math and science”, which is apparently sought out in the work force. Either way, my career plan is to 
get a master’s degree in Cyber Security and work at large corporation managing their security posture 
and systems.  
 
Study hard. ‘Brute force’ the work. Try your best to know the material and apply yourself. But don’t burn 
yourself out. Take breaks if need be (a weekend out, movies, something). If you know you want to 
pursue something specific, do everything you can to put yourself in a better position to overcome other 
candidates. If you don’t know, try other things. College is a time to find out what you are made of and 



what you want to do. Once you find it, stick to it. Don’t give up. And most importantly, make friends. 
Make sure you network with other people. It will come in handy. 
 
Currently, I am in Colorado Springs, stationed at Peterson AFB. I am getting married in September, and I 
am enjoying my life. I miss college, but I am excited to be working and doing something I love. I enjoy 
the Cyber Career field. Knowing computers and how they operate is only the first step. Networking, 
security, coding, are all applications that I must master to become proficient in this career field.  
 
College isn’t easy (for some). But not giving up is the key. From someone who came from the bottom 
and worked his way up to the top, anything is possible. You just need to put the effort into it. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


