
 

John Groh (2014) – Graduate student in Physics at UC Berkeley  

John Groh - graduated from University Park in 2014.  I also started at University Park. 
 
Started and ended with dual majors of Physics and Mathematics. My plans didn’t really change over the 
course of my undergraduate studies 
 
Undergraduate research: 

- spent 1.5 years working on CREAM and ISS-CREAM in Stephane Coutu’s group 
- participated in University of Michigan REU @ CERN - worked on ALICE experiment 
- spent 1 semester working in Jorge Sofo’s group 
- Spent 1.5 years working on PINGU (proposed IceCube extension) in Tyce DeYoung and Doug 

Cowen’s group 
 
Clubs: 

- Penn State Outing Club (various offices held - secretary, trip leader, etc) 
- Nittany Grotto Caving Club (various offices held - secretary, trip leader, etc) 

 
Other: 

- tutored at State College High School for a semester or two 
- tutored for the Morgan Academic Support Center for Student Athletes for a semester 

 
Currently in Ph.D. program (physics) at UC Berkeley.  Had several choices, but chose Berkeley because of 
# of potential research options, location, and department atmosphere.  Advisor is Prof. Adrian Lee.  
Working on POLARBEAR-2 and Simons Array cosmic microwave background experiments  
 
Research opportunities at PSU helped me get where I am now.  Writing an honors thesis was very 
helpful as well 
 
My current plan is to stay in science after grad school (which will be a while from now!).  I’m not sure if 
that will be as a staff scientist at a national lab, as a professor, or something else at this point.  Either 
way, I’m sure I’ll have to take a few postdoc positions first 
 
If you want to stay in academia, I’d suggest 2 things: 

- get involved in research as soon as possible 
- start doing outreach activities - you’ll want them for your CV later 

 



Also, take some time to enjoy Rothrock State Forest while you’re still in State College.  Most places in 
the country don’t have anything quite so nice so nearby. 
 
I promise I’m a real person too! I spend my free time climbing and mountain biking nowadays. 
 
 

 


