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I started at Penn State Greater Allegheny and did my last two years at University Park. I intended on 
majoring in physics about half way through high school. I thought that I might want to be a physics 
teacher or work in a research lab. 
 
I got my BS in physics with a concentration in medical physics and a minor in mathematics. I went the 
medical physics route because I had purely out of interest taken organic chemistry, which happened to 
be a requirement of that concentration. The math minor was almost a given. I made sure I took 
physics/math cross listed courses as often as possible like general relativity, classical mechanics, etc. 
 
I contacted the Social, Life, and Engineering Sciences Imaging Center (SLEIC) about doing research. I 
ended up doing MATLAB programming even though I knew nothing of it. I spent a summer at UP 
learning though. The project was to automate the quality assurance procedure for a 3T MRI magnet. I 
was able to go to the International Society of Magnetic Resonance in Medicine annual convention in 
Melbourne Australia and present the research which was an amazing trip (Penn state paid for the airfare 
and convention fees). 
 
Right out of school I worked on an assembly line as a thermoset mold operator. It sounds lame, but I 
was working 2 weeks after school and I learned a lot about manufacturing! Four months later I got a job 
as a lab tech at PPG Industries. Someone there found out I did MATLAB programming in college and 
encouraged me to learn LabVIEW to help them on their project. One thing led to another and now I 
currently work for Belcan Engineering in Cincinnati Ohio. I'm a software engineer and I specialize in 
LabVIEW development in the aerospace industry. 
 
As a lab tech at PPG I was using basic physics principals on a daily basis for lab experiments. I was doing 
mostly material characterization for custom sensor development. Now I do programming which I started 
learning my junior year. I plan to develop in my role as a LabVIEW programmer. 
 
The most important thing you can do career wise is find your niche in physics - mine happened to be 
programming which I would have never guessed. Once you find your niche, work on developing your 
skills in that area until you are an expert, you don't have to know everything, but it helps to know more 
than the next guy. Ever since I became a certified LabVIEW programmer I get calls almost weekly about 
my resume and job opportunities.  
 
I'm getting married in October 2014! I still enjoy reading physics books, ultimate Frisbee, and 3D 
printing. 


