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I didn’t set out with a specific career path in mind. I originally started in the Architectural Engineering 
program. But after talking with a colleague of my father’s I decided to change to physics. His 
recommendation was that if I really wanted an educational foundation that could be applied to a 
broader set of career options (since I didn’t really have a plan in mind) I should stick with something in 
the hard sciences, and specifically physics. In the end I graduated with my BS in Physics and minors in 
Math and English.  

The most influential ‘external’ activity during my college years was my COOP at the US Navy’s Naval 
Surface Warfare Center (NSWC) in Dahlgren, VA. That more or less dominated, by choice, my last few 
years at Penn State. It also set me up for a job when I graduated. 

I started my career as an analyst for NSWC. Once my wife and I married in 2002 we decided to move. At 
that point I was able to find a job at Sensis Corporation in Syracuse, NY (and closer to my family than 
Virginia). Sensis Corporation has since been acquired by Saab Defense and Security (an aerospace 
company that used to make cars…). While working for Sensis, I took advantage of the continuing 
education program at Syracuse University and completed a Master’s in Electrical Engineering. In 2014 I 
moved from Syracuse with my wife and daughter to Gothenburg, Sweden as part of my job for 18 
months. 

My current position is a Product Manager for radar systems. In that role I am responsible for technical 
development of radar products. That can sound somewhat fluffy… in the end it is an engineering role 
that helps to steer how the company should spend money to do research, introduce changes to our 
radar products, and to define what we would propose to customers. 

I have held positions in System Engineering, Program and Product Management and have been able to 
use a basic set of skills in an engineering environment with a slightly different point of view. It has given 
me the skills to ‘jump tracks’ in my graduate work in Electrical Engineering. It has also provided problem 
solving skills and a basic scientific understanding of technical problems across many domains (e.g missile 
guidance and radar engineering).   

I enjoy the Product Management role… as I develop in my career, I am interested in assuming a larger 
responsibility for managing a product ‘portfolio.’ In this case the technical scope intersects more and 



more with the economics and finances associated with running a business. It is a very different problem, 
but in the end is just another optimization problem. 

A degree in Physics can set you up for a wide variety of career choices. I think it is important to get a 
solid foundation in hard sciences, but at the same time, many times the most important interactions in 
the workplace require good interpersonal skills. Find opportunities to develop those skills as well, either 
in a job, participation in clubs, sports, etc. 

 

 


