
 

Samhita Banavar (2013) – Graduate student in Physics at UC Santa Barbara  

I graduated in May 2013 and started at the University Park campus. 

When I entered PSU I wanted to major in Physics and math and planned on going to graduate school in 
physics after graduating. Everything went as planned, however I originally intended on completing the 
math graduate study major/option, but I decided to do the general option after taking topology and 
realizing that I didn’t really like abstract math. Looking back, I wish I had done the computational option 
or taken more computer programming classes. 

Undergraduate research: The summer after my freshman year, I participated in the PSU Physics REU 
and worked with Prof. Moses Chan, with whom I continued to work throughout my career at PSU. The 
next summer (after my sophomore year) I went to Techniche Universitat Munchen as part of the DAAD 
RISE (Research Internships in Science and Engineering) program and helped with research on the 
magnetic properties of materials. 

Clubs and student organizations: I was involved with SPS and the ECoS student council. I very much 
enjoyed participating in the outreach activities hosted by SPS. During my senior year I was the president 
of the ECoS student council, which was a valuable leadership experience.  

Study Abroad: During the fall semester of my junior year, and after my stint in Munich, I stayed across 
the pond and did a term at Oxford University (via the IES program), taking math and international 
relations classes. Studying and doing research abroad was a lot of fun and I would definitely recommend 
going abroad during your time at PSU. 

I am currently in my third year (time flies when you’re having fun!) of graduate school in Physics at the 
University of California Santa Barbara. I was interested in doing theory and Santa Barbara seemed like 
the best place for that among my options. (Going to a school on the beach was also a plus). I stuck with 
my plan to do theoretical biophysics and work with Prof.  Otger Campàs. 

My undergraduate career definitely prepared me well for graduate school. My mentors at Penn State 
were of great help to me. The research opportunities and study abroad were very vital in preparing me 
for graduate school and giving me the feel for what research is like. The leadership opportunities were 



helpful in preparing me for teaching and working with students. My long term goal is to pursue a career 
in academic (professor). 

My advice would be to start research early (especially if interested in graduate school). Try to study 
abroad maybe even combining the research and abroad factors. Take as many classes as possible and 
even look to classes outside of Physics, e.g., Engineering, etc. 

Most of all, enjoy your time at PSU and make the most of it – you will want to go back once you’re 
done!! 

 

 


