
English 421: Writing for the Community 
Student Contract with the Community 

 
 
As a student in English 421, I promise to accept responsibility for my actions.  I understand 
that these responsibilities include the following provisions: 

• I pledge to make a positive contribution to class community. 

• I affirm that I have read the course overview and understand the class policies.  

• I confirm that I meet the university’s prerequisites for English 421 or have received a 
written waiver from the instructor.  

• I understand that an open mind is the hallmark of a first-rate intelligence.  Therefore, 
I pledge to challenge my own assumptions.  

• I promise to be courteous, constructive, and respectful in my interactions with 
classmates.  I will express my opinion without fear of censor.  And I will listen 
intently when others voice their views.  

• When appropriate, I promise to put the interests of the class and the community 
above my own interests.  

• I understand that every unexcused absence will count against me.  When unable to 
attend class, I will explain the circumstances to the instructor and the class.  

• I pledge to come to every class prepared, with the understanding that if I arrive 
unprepared I may be asked to remove myself from the classroom. 

• I promise to submit my work on time.  Flexible deadlines are not an excuse to 
procrastinate.  If unable to turn in work on time, I will explain the reason in writing 
to the instructor and the class.  I will not assume that an extension has been granted 
simply because I have requested one.  

• I understand that assignments will not receive individual grades.  Therefore, I will 
meet with the instructor whenever I wish to discuss my progress in the class. 

• When revising my work, I will recognize the instructor’s comments as suggestions 
rather than demands.  

• I understand that the final project determines a large percentage of my final grade.  
Thus, I intend to begin thinking immediately about potential projects. 

• Knowing that the instructor is prone to send directives at any time, I promise to 
check my email and Angel at least once a day.  
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Student Contract with the Community (continued) 
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• Understanding that class time alone is insufficient to build a working community, I 
agree to participate generously in weekly online discussions. 

• I promise to perform an act every week that generates social capital and to write 
about it on the designated discussion board. 

• I pledge to attend a local arts event at least once every three weeks and to write 
about it on the designated discussion board. 

• I vow to familiarize myself with the local community and to try thinking of Centre 
County as my home.  

• I pledge to stay informed on local news and events by reading newspapers every 
day — and to share my information with other members of the class. 

• I promise not to whine about the workload, the grading policy, or the instructor’s 
handwriting.  Aware that I’m responsible for my own destiny, I promise not to 
whine at all.  

• I acknowledge that when I am in class, I must reduce outside distractions.  Thus, I 
pledge to turn off and stow away my cell phone, PDA, digital media player, laptop 
computer, and any other electronic device that disrupts the public space of the class 
environment.  

• I recognize that many curriculum decisions will be made by class consensus.  I 
pledge to contribute to building a consensus and to abide by class decisions.  

• I promise to think for myself and not rely on the instructor to tell me what to do. 

• I pledge to pursue an honest effort to make the community a better place to live. 

 
 
 
_______________________________________ ___________________________ 
Student signature  Email address 
 
 
_______________________________________ ___________________________ 
Printed name Date 
 
 

Please print two copies of this contract. Submit a signed copy to the instructor on your first day and retain 
the second copy for your records. 

 


