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USDA APPROVES ONGOING FIELD TESTS OF  
ARBORGEN’S FREEZE-TOLERANT EUCALYPTUS  

Fast growing tree offers new source of green energy, paper pulp for Southern U.S. 
 

SUMMERVILLE, S.C., June 28, 2007 -- ArborGen, LLC, headquartered in Summerville, 
South Carolina, today announced it has received U.S. Government approval to allow 
ongoing field tests of a freeze-tolerant variety of Eucalyptus tree. The permit is an 
extension of a previous approval by the USDA’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection 
Service - Biotechnology Regulatory Services (APHIS-BRS).  Based on a careful review 
of ArborGen’s permit application and analysis of all the points made during an open 
public comment period, BRS made the determination that there will be no significant 
environmental impact from this trial. 
 
Eucalyptus is a fast growing, high yield hardwood and several species are grown 
commercially in many parts of the world for pulp to produce high quality paper. 
Eucalyptus is also considered to be an ideal source for the production of clean-burning 
and renewable ethanol, a critical component in the nation’s drive to boost green energy 
and reduce dependence on foreign oil.  
 
“This approval is an important step toward developing a new source of hardwood in the 
Southern U.S. that can play a key role in national energy security and economic 
development in the region,” said Barbara Wells, ArborGen’s President and Chief 
Executive Officer. “ArborGen’s freeze-tolerant Eucalyptus is capable of surviving the 
periodic winter freeze in the South, offering a new variety of hardy, high quality, fast 
growing tree for energy and paper pulp.” 
 
Government approval of the permit extension came after careful review of comments 
submitted by a variety of stakeholders and was based on scientific facts and evaluation of 
all the key points that were submitted.   
 
Wells noted that the approval validates ArborGen’s well-defined and rigorous operating 
procedures for field tests, adding that the company continually evaluates its processes and 
standards to ensure compliance with government requirements and regulations.   

 
There are about 500 trees in the approximately one acre test that is located in southern 
Alabama. This field trial of freeze-tolerant Eucalyptus was planted in late 2005. Data of 
tree growth and freeze-tolerance are being collected over several growing seasons in 
order to allow the selection of best-performing lines for analysis and potential 
commercial development.    
 
 
 



 
Background on Eucalyptus  
 
The genus Eucalyptus comprises more than 700 different species and includes some of 
the fastest growing woody plants in the world.  At approximately 18 million hectares in 
90 countries, it is one of the most widely planted working trees in the world. The variety 
being tested by ArborGen is E. grandis, one of the world’s one most valuable fiber and 
paper-producing trees that also offer enormous potential for the rapidly growing 
bioenergy market. 
 
Biofuels will play a key role in helping meet aggressive goals aimed at reducing 
America’s dependence on foreign oil by boosting renewable energy sources.  The U.S. 
has set a national goal of replacing 20% of U.S. gasoline consumption by 2017, 30% of 
the nation’s transportation fuel consumption by 2030, and 25% of the nation’s total 
energy consumption by 2025. One requirement for meeting these objectives is a large and 
steady supply of biomass for conversion into energy. 
   
In the South and Southeastern U.S., the forestry industry and its existing infrastructure 
are ideally positioned to become a regional leader in biomass production for the emerging 
bioenergy industry. ArborGen’s trees can be harvested year-round to maintain a reliable 
and renewable standing inventory of woody biomass. At the same time, these trees also 
will provide the forest products industry a ready solution for meeting growing global 
demand for paper and other wood-based products. 
 
In addition to innovations like freeze-tolerance, ArborGen’s trees can grow in less time 
with greater yield than other species and their reduced or modified lignin content will 
reduce the chemical and energy inputs in the pulping process, thereby lowering costs and, 
at the same time, making the process more environmentally friendly. 
 
About ArborGen 
 
ArborGen, LLC, based in Summerville, South Carolina, is a world leader in the research, 
development and commercialization of technologies that provide purpose grown trees for 
the forestry products industry, including traditional pulp, paper and wood products and 
advanced biofuels. ArborGen is dedicated to developing purpose grown trees that 
produce more wood on less land in sustainable planted forests, thereby conserving the 
world's native forests in all their diversity and complexity for future generations. 
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