Sociology 446: Political Sociology

Section 101 Instructor: Matt Schroeder

Summer |1 2007 mbs222@psu.edu

007 Business Building Office: 907 Oswald Tower, 865-4565
MTWRF, 12:45 A.M. 6 2:00 P.M. Office Hours: M 2-3 P.M.; W 10-11 A.M.

or by appointment

I. Course Description (A brief summary0 f wh at wethislsimmbre doi ng
For the next si x we e tulsfield ofvpditicdl sbciologe Yaumight ng a | oo

wonder how this differs from political science , and my honest answer i s O
t heory. o Sociologists and political scientis
social dynamics past and present, and eedl | b

fields. In practice, though, there tendto be a slight difference in the emphasis of the two disciplines:
political scientists focus more on the internal dynamics of political institutions, while political
sociologists pay more attention to how those political institutions emerge out of social relationships.
Wedl |l be talking earl y i noptohlei tciocdetsfoaesnamachi ooulto gvya
you can think of it as an analysis of the distribution of power in society and its consequences
for political institutions and society. | ve or gani zed the course arot
e What | gandhowistelistributed in society?
e How does society influence political institutions?
e How do political institutions influence society in turn?
Finally, wedoll have some time at the end to d
information to come). For more detail on these overarching questions, please see the course
schedule.

I1. Course Goals (A brief description of what I hope this course will do for you)

This is a specialized course, intended to get you thinking sociologically about political institutions,

and politically about society. At t he s a noetaketsamertlengs awaydrdmthei ke y ou
courseevenifyourfutureacademi ¢ studies dondt i Acwowlihgy,e pol i
I have three main objectives for each of you:

1. First and foremost, | & d subfiekl ef polticalisocidlogy get a
More specifically, you should be able to give coherent answers to the three main questions of the
course. | hope this class will help you reflect on current political arrangements and make you a
more thoughtful citizen, while also giving you an introduction to the subfield if you decide to go
on to graduate school.

2 . |l 6d also |like you to Iimprove your <critica
cogent social scientific analysis, come and go; what will remain with you throughout your life are
the types of thought, reflection, and good judgment that you can never have too much of.

3. Finally, presenting the results of all your thinking requires excellent communication skills. Thus
|l 6d |i ke to see you | earn t oramwvarandgntamor e cl e a


mailto:mbs222@psu.edu

III. Course Requirements and Grading
So how will I evaluate your progress toward these goals?

Grades will be assigned as follows:

Course Project 50 points
Final Exam 20 points
Participation 15 points
Reading Quizzes 15 points
100 points

Letter Grading Scale:
A- 90-93.9 points A 94-100 points
B- 80-82.9 points B 83-86.9 points B+  87-89.9 points

C 70-76.9 points C+  77-79.9 points

D 60-69.9 points

F < 60 points
If you find yourself getting behind,plea s e come tal k t o me. | &m much
help i f I dm aware of difficulties youdre havi

What0 S  dodisk pgroject about?

This is designed to ful fill tdetalsomthisisaon, bgytoal s of
youodol |l be applying the concepts and readings
This wil/ be done in three parts, spaced abou
on each due theoppertunity toYeoisa gach part for thesfieal copy, to be turned in

at the end of the course.

What about the exam?

While 1 dm most concerned that you master the
them to specific real-world situations, the informationy ou 61 1| acquire in cl ass
an important means toward this end. And so the exam, to be given on the last day of class (June

29), will be a combination of multiple-choice and short-answer questions to evaluate whaty o u 6 v e
learned about political sociology.

How can you grade participation?

Critical thinkingii one of the main goals of the coursefi depends on good class discussions and
debate. Simply put, we learn from each other at least as much as we learn from books. Thus your
active participation in all aspects of this course will make it a better experience for everyone.

That said, some people like to talk, whileot her s dondt . Therefore, It
quality than on quantity when | assess your participation. This will necessarily be a pretty subjective

evaluation, but please know that if you come to class prepared and are actively engaged, you should

do fine on participation.



And the reading quizzes?

Just what they sound like. A short question or two on the reading to be given randomly at the
beginning of each c¢class: we may have one; we
done the reading, youdll be fine.

will | be at a di sadvantage [ f | havendét take
Not really. Three credits of sociology is technically a prerequisite for this course, and a decent
understanding of the sociological viewpoint is essential for understanding political sociology.

(Previous classes that should adequately prepare you for this course include Introduction to

Saciology, Social Problems, and Sociological Theory.) Still,1  d o n & you havs asyweataiéed
knowledge of sociological concepts classical theorists (Marx, Durkheim, Weber, etc.), and I value the
contributions of many disciplines. As long as you feel confident that some aspect of your academic
career has prepared you to think about the
youdre feeling totally | ostometaktanme ASAR. i r st f

qu
e w

Is there a chance to get extra credit?
Yep. There are two opportunities.

I. News article summary

Around campus, youdll notice newspaper mac
get a local newspaper (the Centre Daily Times) and two national newspapers (USA Today;

The New York Times) for free. | highly encourage you to read them. If you find an article

t hat applies to something wedve been tal ki
sociological critique of the article (about 1.5 to 2 double-spaced pages) for extra credit.

More specifically, youdl |l wannashbro summar i z
paragraph or two, and then comment on some aspect of the article that you found

i nteresti ng. ityodrimadicatods by giving you spedfioquestionsito

address, but here are some things to think about. How mi ght an aut hor webod
respond to something presented in an article? How might the author of the article, or

someone the author quotes, have benefited fromt he i deas wedve tal ked
does the article confirm, or contradict, s

Each report you submit will add half a point to your final grade, and you can submit one of

these per week in Weeks 1-6 of thecourse ( t hey 6 | | be due taalof Fri day)
three extra points. This is enough to bump you up one-third of a letter grade (e.g., from an

A-to an A orfii heaven forbidfi from a high D to a low C.

I1. Finding information
If a question comes up in class that nobody can answer, and if you can find good

documentation for the answer,youcane-mai | me what youdve found
period foranextrahalf-poi nt (up to a | imit of Ble points)
g u e st i notinctude intchatable philosophical debates such as the meaning of life or the

existence of freewil. However, I f you can prove that yol

al ong. You may get famowWws, even if you do



IV. Course Materials
Readings
There are two required books for this course:

Anthony Orum, Introduction to Political Sociology, Fourth Edition (Prentice Hall, 2001).
This book is out of print and has been printed as a coursepack especially for this class.
Please let me know immediately if the bookstore is out of copies.

John Gaventa, Power and Powerlessness: Quiescence and Rebellion in an Appalachian
Valley (University of Illinois Press, 1980). This book may well be cheaper to purchase via
www.abebooks.com, www.powellsbooks.com, or the used-book section of
Www.amazon.com. We wondt be using i tcowsesif | | at e
you order it soon, you should have it in plenty of time.

Also,l 6ve pl aced a nimb ¢ dedronianesgned systein.n g K norw it 8 s
tempting to save money by reading these online, but please print them out, read them, and bring
themtoclass. You Ol | f i nd it thoogteut thelsemdster. Attheubhghiswilt o t h e m
cost you five cents per page after you exceed the 110-page quota,y ou & | | st i | | pay | es
to purchase another coursepack (and remember that you can print double-sided!).

If you anticipate problems purchasing these texts and/or printing out electronic readings for
financial reasons, please seeme AS AP and wedl | make arrangements.

Newspapers

We dd talking about current events throughout the course; keeping yourself up to date on the
newsf whether via newspapers or the Webfi is highly desirable, although not a formal requirement.
(See the extra credit opportunity above.)

Course Management System (ANGEL)
| 6ve set up aELcaamilable st bttp:A/dndel.psu.eduror hi#pM/Gms.psu.edu.

Pl ease become familiar with this as soon as p
study questions for the readings, linkstot he | i br ar yds elangllottofegtmi ¢ r es e
information.

V. Course Policies
Bel ow are answers to some questions you might

youdre | ooki n g-mdlmerorstoptbyndoringgffice hoysl(we @nsset up an
appointment i f we need to). The same goes i f
class or i f you just want t o dilustlktmakbowwhat soci o
I can do.

What should I include in e-mails?

To make sure | give your messages the priority they deserve, please use SOC 446 in your subject

heading with a subtitlefi e . g . ,446M B@WrQu e st i o n #M6AdRkre quEBEAE f or Meet
If you send me an e-mail by 4:00 P.M., you can expect a response that day. Any e-mails sent after

that time should be answered by 9 A.M. the next morning.


http://www.abebooks.com/
http://www.powellsbooks.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://angel.psu.edu/
http://cms.psu.edu/

How should I address you?

|l &dm still a year away from oDr. Schroeder, 6 s
can cal | me OMr. Schroedero i f you want somet hi
old.
What will happen if my cell phone goes off in class?
|l havendt yet devel oped t he ab ihaveianasyglareoTovapor i
avoid disruptions to class activities, all cell phones and other electronic devices (BlackBerries, digital
music players, etc.) should be turned off and put away when class is in session.
Is attendance required?
|l tds not a dirgegrcadepomponenwobouof!| yoeed to come
component s. Since wedl | be together for only
understand the material, you should plan to attend class regularly and to complete the assigned
readi ng. Additionally, you candt get a good p:
So what should I do if I miss class?
| 811 assume that youdre serious about this co
t hat i f y o uravargoa reasoh (Aemgsvery sick tcading forfsomeone who is very
sick, lost in the woods, etc.). So you dondt
dondt ask i f you missed anything ilmpwoorutladmtd;t i
include it in this course. There are three exceptions to this rule; read on for details.
/| havenét been to class for a while, and/o
do?
You should come tal k t o nseituato§ BuBfyoucai t s bes

document extenuating circumstances, we might be able to work something out as long as
youdre willing to worKk. |l &m far more wil

I have a family emergency and/or a serious illness and need to miss several days of

class. What should I do?

You should let me know your situation immediately in any possible way you can (see contact
information at the top of this syll abus).

thatyou infoomme of any such situations as soon as

dondt skip two weeks of class and then co
a death in the family. This is one thing

I missed an important due date and/or the final exam. What should I do?

| f youdre very sick or candt come to cl as
something important is due, you MUST make every reasonable effort to inform me before

the beginning of class in any possible way you can (see contact information at the top of

thissyllabus). I f y ou d o n & tdo notexpeet a rhake{upsexane dr & waivertof,

the late penalty. There will be no exceptions.

m

S



VI. Academic Integrity

Helpful notice from the College of the Liberal Arts:

According to Faculty Senate Policy 49-20, Penn State defines academic integrity as othe pursuit of

scholarly activity in an open, honest and responsible manner.. . . [ T] he Universi
Conduct states that all students shouldactwi t h per sonal integrity, resp
rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through

the fruits of their effortsé (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited

to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty

by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or

work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of

other students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be
reported to the Uni v eposibletfusthérsdisciglinargsanctional Af f ai r s

My translation: Unless explicitly noted otherwise, all work in this course must be your own. | take
violations of this policy very seriously, and they are subject to academic and/or disciplinary
sanctions by the administration. For more information, please see
http://www.la.psu.edu/undergrad/integrity/studentpolicy/studentres.htm.

VII. Disability Services

Helpful notice from the Office of Disability Services:

Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University's educational programs. If you
have a disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this course, contact the Office
for Disability Services (ODS), which is located in room 116 Boucke Building, at 814-863-
1807(V/TTY). For further information regarding ODS, please visit their web site at
www.equity.psu.edu/ods/. Instructors should be notified as early in the semester as possible
regarding the need for reasonable academic adjustments.

My translation: If you anticipate having problems completing course requirements, please let me
know ASAP. | want everyone to be comfortable in my class.


http://www.la.psu.edu/undergrad/integrity/studentpolicy/studentres.htm
http://www.equity.psu.edu/ods/

Course Schedule

In the typical class period, you should expect a mixture of lecture, discussion, group activities, and
film clips (not all will be used every day, though). Other days will be devoted more to writing
workshops or extended film viewings.

|l 6hesen readings carefully to introduce you t
during each class session. Thus the reading listed for each class should be completed by the class

date (i.e., pages 1-4, 43-46, and 91-111 of the Orum textbook should be read for class on 5/22,

pages 244-265 should be read for class on 5/23, and so forth). 1 & | | be posting study
each reading on the ANGEL site, so be sure to check here to read most effectively.

Finally, be aware that this schedule may change duringt h e s e ngesesyau es much nbtidelasll
can if this happens.

Key for readings:

( O) = IfGmoductidngo Political Sociology
( G) = GRoweeand RoWeslessness
(ER) = Electronic Reserve

I. What i s 0Opowe disutbutalindocidtyd W 1 S i t

Her e wedl | g oandfatrm theorétial fobndagon. Wiedt dr st art out by
concept of power, focusing on big national statesi wh at t hey are, how they a
changed. T hheeermaimtteedretichl perkspectovds on &otw power works in modern

democracies. Finally, wedll pull -dihmeagsi ¢ ogled heir e wi
as described in J®&dwera@®onerledsresss cl assi c book
Week 1

M 5/21 Introduction to the course; what is power?

Tu5/22 Getting a common foundation: States and Systems of Rule
ReadindO) Introduction (1-4 ONLY)
(O) O Tdhtreougha Autehor ity and46)l ts Legi ti mac
(O)Chapter5: o Basi c For m@llblf Pol i ti cal Rul e
AssignmeRead through syllabus thoroughly; check out the ANGEL site.

W 5/23 How did big national states form?
Reading O) Chapter 165t adBwi lidi nd Z82680ideer n Wor
ONLY)

Th5/24 Why do democracies come and go?
Reading O) Chapter 165t adBwi lidi nd eN2B8pidecer n Wor
Due: Topic for course project

Today is also the last day to drop this course without having torgp throcggsthe late



F 5/25 Power in Modern Democracies (I): Pluralism
Reading O) Chapter 6: OPower andll5ENWal ity in
(ER) Robert Dahl, oOoOWho Governs?o

Week 2
M 5/28 NO CLASS (Memorial Day)

Tu5/29 Power in Modern Democracies (11): Elitism
ReadindO) Chapter2:.0 The Mmy oawmd Social Stratificatic
Capital t1Ameo (12
(ER)C. Wr i g h tHightrdirdle®d, o0The

W 5/30 Power in Modern Democracies (I11): State Autonomy
ReadinfO)Chapt er 6: OPower and EZORHLY)ty in Mo
(O)Chapter3:0 Theda Sk6oOc)p o(lsok i(ps55 he o0States a
Rev ol wetionp ns 6

Th5/31  Writing Workshop #1
ReadindNone.

Due: Part I of your course project

F 6/1 The Three Dimensions of Power
Reading G) Chapted Par dtPea2ivpNbY)aondé (3

II. How does society influence political institutions?

Nowt hat wedve gotten an idea of t hrweedidiimj or t h
look more specifically at American government and whoii if anyonefi runsit in practice. We 6 | | st ar
out by applying the three-d i mensi onal view of power to a spec
about whether America possessesa O r u |.G Wegd Icll asspsend sever al days

evidence for who really rules governmentii rich people? ordinary citizens? politicians? Finally, we 6 | |
discuss the major social divisions that show up in current political debates.

Week 3
M 6/4  Power and Politics: Applying the Three Dimensions of Power
Reading G) Ch a pseerr aln:d OPRae25tONICYR eadl it agam to Be (3
sure you understand it)
Film Taken For a Ride

Tu6/5  Does America have a ruling class?
Reading O) Chapter 6: OPower andl4eONWal ity in
(ER) G. Wi | IThe &ompordleommunity nd thedJpper Classo

W 6/6  How do economic elites matter? (1): The Second Dimension of Power
ReadingG) Chapters 3 (58-61 ONLY), 4 (104-109 ONLY), 9 (all)
Film The Corporatjexcerpts)



Th 6/7

F 6/8

Week 4
M 6/11

Tu 6/12

W 6/13

Th 6/14

F 6/15

How do economic elites matter? (11): The Third Dimension of Power

Reading ER) G. Wil |l i am -Wloanrhroifrfg Nelthwo rPkod i cy
(G) Chapters 3 (61-75 ONLY), 4 (109-121 ONLY)

Film The Corporatiexcerpts)

How do citizens matter? (1): Elections and Public Opinion
Readig( O) Chapter 9: o0Citi z@2l6BONEr ti ci pati on
(G) Chapter 6 (all)

How do politicians matter?
Readinf ER) John W. Kingdon, O0OAgendas, Alter
(ER) Jacob S. Haclkaendamidn ¢ atul e PMied dsloend

How do citizens matter? (11): Working Within The System
Reading O) oPower and Politics WIONLYN Modern
(G) Chapter 7 (all)

How do citizens matter? (111): Social Movements
Readip( O) Chapter 9: o0Citi z@BONYrticipation
Film A Force More Powerful

Writing Workshop #2
Readinflone
Due: Part II of your course project

What are the major divisions that currently exist in political arenas?
Readinf ER) Thomas Frank, oOWhatds the Matter
(ER) Thomas Frank, 6 Con Men and Mod Squadbéd

III. How do political institutions influence society?

We 6 | | finish up the semester by drmoaetyatlarggs at t h
We 6| | | ear n a i whatthey @enhew theyanfluence sneéqulity end/or reinforce
existing economic arrangements, and how America differs from the rest of the world in these
respects. We 61 |  somespecial hopice as sugtestedbyyod. o del ve i nto
Week 5
M 6/18 How do states influence inequality (I): Taxes and Welfare

Reading ER) Ti mot hy Smeedi ng, OPublic Policy
Tu6/19 How do states influence inequality? (I1): Anti-Discrimination Policies

Readingf ER) Bar bara Reskin, 0The Effectivene:
W 6/20 How do states influence inequality? (111): Democracy and Citizenship

ReadingER)Chr i st opher Uggen and Jef DlitcMlanza, o0
Consequences of Felon Disenfranchis



Th 6/21 Special Topic: The Media in Politics
Guest Spealdardrew Lindner, Ph.D. Candidate in Sociology

ReadingBD
Today is also the late drop deadline: afterthisdaéenydt avoi d getting
|l f youdre not feeling good about your pro

F 6/22 Free Day (work on your projects!)
| f youdre graduating t hiugtebybPivhébday be sur e
(Go tdttp://elion.oas.psy.edu

Week 6
M 6/25 Writing Workshop #3
Readinflone
Due: Part I11 of your course project

Tu 6/26  Special Topics
ReadingBD

W 6/27  Special Topics
Reaithg TBD

Th6/28 Special Topics
ReadingBD

F 6/29 Final Exam

Exam Week
M 7/2 Due: Final draft of course project, in my mailbox (211 Oswald) by 2 P.M.

Due Dates at a Glance

5/24 (Thurs.) Project Topic due

5/31 (Thurs.) Part | of Course Project due
(
(

6/14 (Thurs.) Part 11 of Course Project due
6/25 (Mon.)  Part Ill of Course Project due
6/29 (Fri.) Final Exam

7/2 (Mon.)  Final Draft of Course Project due

Other Important Dates at a Glance
5/24 (Thurs.): Add/Drop deadline (last day to add class or to drop without it appearing on your
transcript)

6/21 (Thurs.): Late Drop deadline (lastdaytod r op c| as s, but itoll show
uncompleted)
6/22 (Fri.): Graduating seniors: last day to activate your intent to graduate via eLion
(http://elion.oas.psuedu) i f youdre graduating this sum

6/29 (Weds.): Withdrawal deadline (last day to withdraw your enrollment from PSU and cancel all
your summer courses)


http://elion.oas.psu.edu/
http://elion.oas.psu.edu/

