Sociology 001: Introduction to Sociology

Section 202 Instructor: Matt Schroeder

Summer II 2006 mbs222@psu.edu

117 Thomas Office: 907 Oswald Tower, 865-4565
MTWRF, 11:10 A.M. —12:25 P.M. Office Hours: M 10-11 A.M.; W 2-3 P.M.

or by appointment

I. Course Description (A btief summary 0 [ wWh at  wethdislsummbre d ol ng
For t he n e Xlbe tagidg XlooMaetle: Kissipline $¥ &diology, which studies the

structure and nature of social groups, intera
what it means to be an indivi du aobghthbbuvtieng a mon
nature of gender and race differences, or |if
more power than others, then this is the course for you. Whether this is your first or your last

coll ege cour se, yn@rests ybul Fofmort ddtail, plensieetthh doussg t hat i
schedule.

II. Course Goals (A brief description of what I hope this course will do for you)

This course satisfiesPenn St at e’ s gener al e duialand Hehavioralr e qui r e me
sciences. AS t he Under gr a dGdnardl BlucdBdh,linles&rdcel atigmepttlabtds i t , —
rounds out the specialized training students receive in their majors and aims to cultivate a

knowl edgeabl e, i nf orAmedigly, [havethedmaid oBjecthcbiforaa¢ch b ei ng
of you.

1. First and foremost, Il > d | i ke you—thaw get a
it developed and how it’s currently practic
understand how society shapes us as individuals and how we as individuals shape society. And
you should have a basic understanding of the types of research and the kinds of data that
sociologists use. At the end, you should be prepared to take more sociology courses if you want
to; but you should be ablet 0 a p p | ¥ileattt fo gotir ownr @isuipline even if this is your
first and last sociology course.

e

2 . dalsollike you to improve your critical thinking skills. Facts, although an essential part of any
cogent social scientific analysis, come and go; what will remain with you throughout your life are
the types of thought, reflection, and good judgment that you can never have too much of.

3. Finally, presenting the results of all your thinking requires excellent communication skills. Thus
|l d Ili ke to see you | earn to write more cl ea

III. Course Requirements and Grading
So how wi | | evaluate your pfxangbné®s toward t
attendance and reading will also count.


mailto:mbs222@psu.edu

Grades will be assigned as follows:

Exam #1: 25 points
Exam #2: 25 points
Exam #3: 25 points
Attendance and Reading: 25 points

100 points
Letter Grading Scale:
A- 90-92.9 points A 93-100 points
B- 80-82.9 points B 83-86.9 points B+  87-89.9 points

C 70-76.9 points C+ 77-79.9 points

D 60-69.9 points

F < 60 points
Il f you find yourself getting behind, please ¢
help i f |I'm aware of difficulties you’'re havi
What will the exams be like?
In keeping with my goals for each of you, all your exams will be take-home: you’' || be abl e
whatever readings and notes you want to answer the assigned short-answer and essay questions.
And, since you’' |l getofticbiuedte gwaistliilomavwelpll einn
work on them. Each exam counts for 25 points toward your final grade,and| " | | di st ri but e
criteria for good answers along with the questions. F 0 r now, j ust know t hat y

what y o u,’reMti@g it ko @oar bwh &fe, and using it to comment on current events in the
news. Unless you have a valid excuse (bad illness or family emergency), late exams will be accepted
only with a five-point penalty per day, so be sure to get them in on time.

Why is attendance required?
Sinccwe’' I'l be together for only six weeks, we’'l/|
material, i1it’'s absolutely necessary to attend

How will attendance be graded?
To make sur e sdrorewhr®youkoetiee fdrkivag dolbdqh,in and out of class, | | |
ask you to complete a (very) short assignment for each class meeting. These will come in two types:
1. When we have reading due that day, these will be due at the beginning of each class.
22.When we don’t have r edanthdtogt hdeu ed,a yl’''tel |a catsikv i
handed in at the end of class.

I will not accept them in any other form ( 1 . € . , -myilehtm t€n@&)n Collectively, these
assignments will count for 25 points toward your final course grade; each individual assignment will
count for 1 point up to the 25-point maximum. I f you turn in the assig

(unl ess i t’'s ctlheearr etahdaitn gy oour ddiiddnA'ritd dpopaoy @ totue rTt:
leave after turning in the assighment and still receive credit.) We have 27 class meetings (not

counting the first day), so you can miss up to two days without losing points. I intend for these to

be sick days and not skipdays, SO0 don’ t Usehorfchnre®dassicar el ess | y.



What if I get sick or have a family emergency?
For exams: the late penalty will be waived.

For attendance: if you end up needing more than the two free days built into the grading scale,

please see me as soon as possible after the problem arises. ( But 1 f you’ ve skipped
without a valid excuse beforesomeunf or t unate event forces you to
free pass.)

what f | know i n advance that | 6m going to b
Pl ease see me during the first week of <cl ass

Is there a chance to get extra credit?

Around campus, Yyou' | [WithyoutPend SRate Deadsypuaspogeth mac hi n
local newspaper (the Centre Daily Times) and two national newspapers (USA Today; The New York

Times) for free. I highly encourage you to read them. If you find an article that applies to

somet hi ng alkingabouvtén cldsgy@ Ban virite a summary and sociological critique of

the article (about 1.5 to 2 pages) for extra credit.

More specifically, you’ll want to summari ze t
some aspect of the articlethat you found interesting. Il don’ t
giving you specific questions to address, but here are some things to think about. Would the author
of the article, or someone the author quotes, have benefited from a more sociological perspective?
How might the thinkers we’ || be | earning abou
article? Or does the article contradict some

Each report you submit will add half a point to your final grade, and you can submit one of these

per week in Weeks 1-6 of thecourse ( t hey ' | | be due t@ofthreedstd ay ) f or
points. This is enough to bump you up one-third of a letter grade (e.g., from an A- to an A or—

heaven forbid—from a high D to a low C.

IV. Course Materials

Readings

There are no required books for thisecourse.

| 1 Db relecttoyic'reServe system. |  know i t’ s tempting to save mor
please print them out, read them, and bring themtoclass. You '’ | | find it wusefu
in class. Although this will cost you five cents per page after you exceed the 110-page quota, It s sti

far cheaper than purchasing a textbook or coursepack (and remember that you can print double-

sided!).

Newspapers

[ also be talking about current events thr
news—whether via newspapers or the Web—is highly desirable, although not a formal requirement.

(See the extra credit opportunity above.)



Course Management System (ANGEL)

| " ve set up a cour s eup:gdndelpsu.cOurvr hifpM/Cnls.bsyeduavai | abl e
Please become familiarwi t h t hi s as soon as possible; you’|l
class handouts, links to readings, and lots of extra information.

V. Course Policies

E-Mail
To make sure I give your messages the priority they deserve, please use SOC 001 in your subject
heading with a subtitle—e . g . , —BXLmMOQUesti onrRequesSOCoO0OMeet

If you send me an e-mail by 4:00 P.M., you can expect a response that day. Any e-mails sent after
that time should be answered by 9 A.M. the next morning.

Feedback
My job is to find effective ways of helping vy
this, please let me know so that I can fix any problemst hat ar i s e. |l " ve taped

classroom door; please feel free to insert a note (anonymously is fine) detailing any suggestions or
concerns you have. Or drop by my office during office hours (we can set up an appointment if we
need to).

Electronic Technology
To avoid disruptions to class activities, all cell phones and other electronic devices (Blackberries,
digital music players, etc.) should be turned off and put away when class is in session.

VI. Academic Integrity

Helpful notice from the College of the Liberal Arts:

According to Faculty Senate Policy 49-20, Penn State defines academic integrity as —the pursuit of

scholatly activity in an open, honest and responsible manner.... [TThe Uni ver si ty’ s Coc
Conduct states thatal | st udents should act with personal
rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment in which all can succeed through

the fruits of their effortsll (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20).

Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not limited

to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of academic dishonesty

by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting work of another person or

work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering with the academic work of

other students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive academic sanctions and will be
reported to the University’ s Judicial Affairs

My translation: Unless explicitly noted otherwise, all work in this course must be your own. I take
violations of this policy very seriously, and they are subject to academic and/or disciplinary
sanctions by the administration. For more information, please see
http://www.la.psu.edu/undergrad/integrity/studentpolicy/studentres.htm.



http://angel.psu.edu/
http://cms.psu.edu/
http://www.la.psu.edu/undergrad/integrity/studentpolicy/studentres.htm

VII. Disability Services

Helpful notice from the Office of Disability Services:

Penn State welcomes students with disabilities into the University's educational programs. If you
have a disability-related need for reasonable academic adjustments in this course, contact the Office
for Disability Services (ODS), which is located in room 116 Boucke Building, at 814-863-
1807(V/TTY). For further information regarding ODS, please visit their web site at
www.equity.psu.edu/ods/. Instructors should be notified as eatly in the semester as possible
regarding the need for reasonable academic adjustments.

My translation: If you anticipate having problems completing course requirements, please let me
know ASAP. I want everyone to be comfortable in my class.

Course Schedule

The reading for each class should be compl ete

be read for class on 6/29, Mills should be read for class on 6/30,and so forth). | * m guessi ng t
most of these readings should take between 15 and 45 minutes to complete (depending on how
quicklyyoutread), al t hough | "ve given you the | engths ¢

accordingly. Pl ease don’t be discouraged by some of t
written in an easy-to-follow style. And for selected readings throughout the course (especially the
longer ones), [ give you notes to help you make tl

What can you expect in the typical class period? A mixture of lecture, discussion, group activities,
and film clips (not all will be used every day, though).

Finally, be aware that this schedule may change duringt he semester; |11 tell
happens.

I. Fundamental Concepts of Sociology: What is society, and how
does it hold together?

Week 1
W 6/28: Introduction to the course; what is sociology?
AssignmeRtad through syllabus thoroughly; check out the ANGEL site.

Th 6/29: Debunking; Karl Marx
Reading Hor ace Mi nagdngt h—-eB oNday® pR)i et nuaalll

F 6/30: The sociological imagination; Max Weber
Reading C. Wr i ght M{lpp)s, —The Promisel


http://www.equity.psu.edu/ods/

Week 2

M 7/3: The nature of society; Emile Durkheim
Reading Emi | e Dur khei m, (16ppyhat i s a Social Fact
Exam #1 questions handed out

Tu 7/4: No class. Celebrate freedom.

W 7/5: Methods of social research and basic statistics
Readint ephen Jay Goul d, —T faveilabadNGENInd) sn’ t Th

Th 7/6: Social structure and the social construction of reality
Readingeter Berger, s el ection from®@pp)nvitati on to So

F 7/7: Religion and rituals
ReadinWilliam Lloyd Warner, —T he Sy mbol i ¢ L{4ppg of Associ at

Week 3
M 7/10: The social self: How society shapes us as individuals
ReadinBobin Rogers-Di | | on, miTlse oDy e | f are Stigmal (1

Tu 7/11: Interaction as drama and ritual

Reading| i j ah AhmeemBdamck -Mappg in Publicl

W 7/12: Pulling it all together: How does social order arise out of individual interactions?
Readinifone
Filme Quiet Raged Obedience

Th7/13: NOCLASS; wor k on exams! [ be in my office

F 7/14: Exam #1 due at beginning of class
Readinione
ActivityStar Power (a game)

II. Class, Race, and Gender: How is society divided?

Week 4
M 7/17: Class and status stratification
Readingki ngs!| ey Davi s aShodmeWiHrbienrcti pHE. e8gpoofr eSt r—at

Exam #2 questions handed out

Tu 7/18: Work and the maintenance of class boundaries
Reading Bar bar a Ehr enr ekeecton) 20pfNi ckel and Di med.|

W 7/19: Education and the maintenance of class boundaries
Reading Jonat hHaint tkionzgo IThem Har dle®@pp) When They' ' r
FilmChildren#Amer i cads School s



'Th 7/20: The social construction of race

Readingar | Lewi s andWhtbe iWhis AArl @oipggz admoen,e s-2 i

F 7/21: Racial inequality
ReadingVvi | | i am J Wiomh IdsStutidMil tb Jsbese Ghettesll (21 pp.)

Week 5
M 7/24: The social construction of gender
Readindlichacl Kimmel, The Gendered Sgeletyion) (14 pp.)

Tu 7/25: Gender inequality
Readingat hl een Ger son, —C@opp)ng Wi th Commit men

W 7/26: Pulling it all together: Affirmative action
Reading Peggy Wkiltneg oBri,vi—+ egédlipand Mal e Privile

Th7/27:NOCLASS; wor k on exams! [ be in my office

F 7/28: Environmental inequalities; Exam #2 due at beginning of class
ReadinRober t Biudduwtred , Resol uti on2app)d Toxi cs: Ci;
Film Sludge

III. How do laws both unite and divide us? And how is society
changing?

Week 6
M 7/31: Forms of power
Readinan Cl awson, Al an NeFRuosltlaodw |t,@0gpnMo nDeeynli s e

Exam #3 questions handed out

Tu 8/1: The social construction of deviance and law

Reading David L. Rosenhan, —Opp)Being Sane in |

W 8/2: Law and crime: consensus or conflict?
Readingvi | I i am J. Chambliss, —The Saints and t

Th 8/3: Capital punishment: Should we have it? A debate
Readin@o be determined

F  8/4: Putting it all together: Drugs, Media, Politics, and Inequality
Readinghilip Jenkins, —Cr eat i ng Factsl (15 pp.)



Week 7
M 8/7: Social change and rationalization
Reading George Ritzer, —The&pMcDonal dization of

Tu 8/8: Social change and social capital; course wrap-up

ReadinRBo ber t PouwlihgndaAmer i ca’s Decl {(14pp)ng Soci al
W 8/9:NOCLASS; wor k on exams! I be in my office

Th 8/10: Exam #3 due by 11:10 A.M. to my mailbox in Oswald 211

Important Dates at a Glance
7/14 (Fri.) Exam #1 due
7/28 (Fri.) Exam #2 due
8/10 (Thurs.) Exam #3 due

7/3 (Mon.): Add/Drop deadline (last day to add class or to drop without it appeating on your
transcript)

8/1 (Tues.): Late Drop deadline (lastdaytod r op ¢l ass, but it show u
uncompleted)

8/9 (Weds.): Withdrawal deadline (last day to withdraw your enrollment from PSU and cancel all

your summer courses)



