Writing Exercise

HDFS 312W: Second Summer Session

07.14.06

Instructions: Choose the grammatically correct word from within each set of parentheses. Add punctuation where it’s needed. Correct any errors in APA style.  

1. Everyone (have/has) (their/his/her/its/it’s) own opinion

2. A mom who knows her kid is being abused and doesnt do anything is just as guilty as the dad who abuses (him/her/them)
3. Kats thesis (that/which) took her forever to finish is very boring I have read other thesises/thesis’s/theses/thesi) that were more interesting and shorter
4. Its not fair that a lot of other students who aren’t taking summer classes are at the Festival of the Arts (when/while/whereas/because/since) we have to sit here and listen to Kat drone on about alpha and beta errors, which I still dont get

5. (Who/Whose/Who’s/Whom) did you ask to be your study partner

6. I told her (your/you’re) doing (well/good) in this class

7. Victims of domestic violence dont respond (well/good) to films (that/which) contain violent scenes
8. (Sometimes/Some times) I wonder why doesnt (anyone/any one/no one/noone/nobody) care about the poor blacks from New Orleans

9. Statistics (shows/show) that guys tend to focus on whether (his/their) girlfriends are hot (when/while/whereas/because/since) girls tend to focus on whether (her/their) guys care about them

10. All of the girls (who/whose/who’s/whom) parents said they (was/were) boyish (was/were) asked if (she/they) had been called names like “dyke” or “tomboy” in school
11. Homosexuals can get legally married in Massachusetts however their marriages (will not/may not/could/could not/would/ would not) be recognized as legal in Pennsylvania

12. The cat (that/which/who/whom/whose/who’s) is a tabby is (friendlyer/friendlier) (then/than) the cat (that/which/who/whom/whose/who’s) is a calico

13. If you get (an/a) email from Megan or (I/me) (your/you’re) supposed to answer (whoever/whomever) sent it

14. Statistics (isn’t/aren’t) meant to be fun

15. Booths and Amatos 2001 study offensively stated that parents in low-conflict marriages who divorce don’t care about their kids
Booth, A, & Amato. P. R. (2001). Parental predivorce relations and offspring postdivorce well-being. Journal of Marriage & the Family, 63, 197-212.
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1. Everyone has his own opinion. OR People have their own opinions. OR Everyone has an opinion.

The moral: The first answer is grammatically correct but shows a gender bias. To avoid this, make everything plural or change the sentence.

2. Parents who know their children are being abused and do not do anything are just as guilty as parents who abuse their children.

The moral: Although fathers are more likely than mothers to physically abuse their children, you should not use blanket statements about genders. 

3. Sinclair’s (2006) thesis, which took her many semesters to finish, is very difficult to read. I have read other theses that were more engaging, and shorter.
The moral: If you want to critique someone with whom you have a working relationship, be as kind as possible. 

4. It’s not fair that a lot of other students who aren’t taking summer classes are at the Festival of the Arts when or while or , whereas we have to sit here and listen to Ms. Sinclair explain alpha and beta errors, which I still do not understand.
The moral: If you use emotionally-laden words, people tend to think that you are either whining or irrational, neither of which connotes being professional.

5. Whom did you ask to be your study partner? OR Who’s your study partner?


The moral: If you don’t want to deal with whom/who, then change the sentence.
6. I told her, “You’re doing well in this class.” OR I told her you’re doing well in this class.

The moral: The first sentence means that I was talking to a student and told that student she was doing well. The second sentence means that I broke confidentiality and told a woman that you, the reader, are doing well in this class.
7. Survivors of domestic violence do not respond well to films that contain violent scenes.

The moral: Using the word “victims” takes power away from people who have already felt powerless. It also implies that they did not live through the experience (it can help to think of “Holocaust victims” versus “Holocaust survivors”). 
8. Sometimes I wonder why the federal government does not provide more financial assistance for people who were evacuated from New Orleans and have low incomes. OR Sometimes I wonder, “Why doesn’t the federal government provide more financial assistance for people who were evacuated from New Orleans and have low incomes?”
The morals: Put the emphasis on “people” first, and, again, use caution when making global statements. Instead, be very specific. You avoid using stereotypes and avoid using terms like “everyone” or “no one,” both of which can be disproved by a single example that contradicts your global statement.
9. Statistics show that men or boys tend to focus on whether or not their partners are physically attractive, whereas women or girls tend to focus on whether or not their partners are emotionally responsive.
The morals: Don’t make heterosexist statements (girlfriend/ boyfriend/ husband/ wife) unless your study specifically focuses only on heterosexual relationships (i.e., you have asked participants the sex of their current romantic partner). 
Why is “girls” the “ageless” term for women? Girls is solely reserved for females under 18. If you are studying people who range from 16-21, try “female youth” or “female adolescents”. If I had a dollar for every time a student wrote about “girls making out,” I would take you all out to dinner.
10. The girls whose parents said they were gender-atypical were asked whether or not classmates had teased them about their gender-atypicality (e.g., “Have you ever been called a ‘dyke’ by other kids in school?”).

The moral: Using non-professional terms is okay when they are examples of terms you used with participants, but not okay otherwise.
11. Same-sex couples can get married in Massachusetts. However, their marriages will not or would not be recognized as legal in Pennsylvania.
The moral: Do NOT use “homosexual” as a noun. As an adjective, it can still be offensive. Use “gay men” or “lesbians” only when you are not including “bisexual men and women” in your sample. When in doubt about identities, describe behaviors.

12. The cat that is a tabby is friendlier than the cat that is a calico.

The moral: Kat’s calico is named “Claws” for a reason. No, the moral is that “than” refers to a comparison and “then” refers to time or something that is conditional. An anonymous animal always needs “that,” whereas an animal with a name can have “who” or “that.” Always use “who” with people.
13. If you get an email from Megan or me, you’re supposed to answer whoever sent it. OR Answer the instructor who sent the email.
The moral: If you aren’t sure whether to use “who” or “whom,” rework the sentence.
14. Statistics isn’t meant to be fun.

The moral: Here “statistics” is a singular subject, despite the “s” on the end.  

15. Booth and Amato (2001) stated that parents in low-conflict marriages who divorce may not be concerned about their children.

The moral: Studies do not speak. Therefore, they do not “state” anything, nor do they “say,” “find,” or “write.” They do “read,” but the easiest thing is to make “authors” or “researchers” the subject. 

