
 

 

 

 ECONOMICS 489M 
 Spring Semester 2016 

Prof. Tybout 
 
 
I. Overview 
 
The Spring Semester portion of Economics 489M will be devoted to preparation and 
presentation of your honors thesis.  The thesis must be completed during the semester; no 
extension of time will be authorized.  It must be typed (double-spaced), and the first draft should 
be no longer than 40 pages (exclusive of tables, graphs, end notes, bibliography, and appendices) 
unless permission of the instructor is obtained.  The document “A Guide to Preparation of 
Honors Theses,” which is posted on ANGEL in the “Guidelines” folder under the “Lessons” tab, 
provides details concerning style and format. 
 
During the period from March 3rd to April 14th you will be required to present and defend your 
thesis before a specially scheduled meeting of the class.  A separate “Schedule of Thesis 
Presentations” will be distributed later in the semester.  You are also expected to attend and 
participate in all sessions, and you will be required to serve as one of two discussants for two of 
these presentations.  The order of presentations will be determined by random draw.  
 
Grades for both the fall and the spring semester will be assigned at the end of the spring 
semester. Your fall semester grade will be determined by the assignments you turn in and your 
class participation over the course of the entire academic year. Your spring semester grade will 
be determined by the quality of your honors thesis and your thesis presentation.  
 
There is a prize awarded for the best thesis, determined by the results of a student vote.  Each 
student ranks the top four theses he or she reads and submits this ranking with the final draft of 
the thesis.  (I do not participate in this vote.) 
 
Any changes or modifications in, or extensions of, the thesis topic you selected in the fall 
semester portion of Economics 489M must be approved by me, and should be done as early as 
possible in the semester. 
 
My office hours will be 4:00-5:00 PM Mondays and Wednesdays, and by appointment.  My 
office phone is 865-4259, and my e-mail address is jtybout@psu.edu. 
 
The course website is on ANGEL, the University’s course management system, at  
https://cms.psu.edu.  A copy of this syllabus will be posted at the course website.  The schedule 
of thesis presentations may also be found at the course website under “Lessons,” as well as “A 
Guide to Preparation of Honors Theses” (in two parts) and “Guidelines for Writing Papers in 
Economics.” You should also consult the SHC guidelines at: 
http://www.shc.psu.edu/students/thesis/projectguide.cfm 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 

II. Key dates 
 
Tuesday, January 12: First class meeting (organizational).  
 
Thursday, January 28: You must submit a copy of your revised outline, and an additional 7 to 
10 page write-up of some portion of your thesis, along with updated versions of your 
bibliography and outline.  This submission is due at 10:00 a.m.  It should be a different part of 
the thesis than the one covered by your December write-up.  Please indicate on the outline the 
portion of the thesis that was covered by the December write-up as well as the portion covered 
by the January write-up.  The material should be uploaded to the “Second Thesis Excerpt” folder 
under the “Lessons” tab on ANGEL.  In order to provide you with the incentive to take care of 
details like referencing and your bibliography, I will grade these submissions, and take off points 
for failures to follow the APA Guidelines:  
http://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/lls/students/apa_citation.html  
 
Monday,  February 1- Monday, Feb. 8: During this period you must meet with me to review 
and discuss your progress on your thesis.  Please make an appointment. 
 
Thursday, February 25 – Monday, February 29: During this two-day period you must meet 
with me briefly to review your progress.  The purpose of this meeting is to allow me to 
determine that you will complete the first draft of your thesis on time.  
 
Thursday, March 3: From this date forward through Thursday, April 14, the class will convene 
at its regular time for thesis presentations and discussions. In order to give each thesis sufficient 
attention, the classes will either go 2 hours or some extra sessions will be scheduled. (Details will 
be fixed during first class meeting on January 12.)  
 
Friday, March 4: You must submit a draft of your thesis to the Honors College for format 
review. Details appear on the Schreyer Electronic Honors Thesis (eHT) website. Please also 
submit your draft to the course website.  To submit do so, go to the “Communicate” tab in 
ANGEL, then click on “Class Files” under the “Team Files” bar, then “Add Content,” then 
“Upload Files,” select the file to upload and click on “Upload File,” “Done,” and finally “Exit 
Team Files.”  Please name the file using the following convention: lastname.doc.   

Monday, April 11: If you are graduating at the end of the spring 2015 semester you must submit 
the final draft of your thesis to the Honors College and the Economics Department.  Submit an 
original copy of your final draft, plus the instructor's copy of your first draft, together with all 
copies of your signature page signed by your thesis supervisor, to me in 517 Kern or to Ms. 
Catherman in 609 Kern, for my signature.  If I am your thesis supervisor, you should list me as 
such and have Professor Russell Chuderewicz listed as the Honors Adviser.  I should sign before 
him.  If someone else is your thesis supervisor, list them as such and list Professor Chuderewicz 
as the Honors Adviser.   

 
 
 
 

http://www.libraries.psu.edu/psul/lls/students/apa_citation.html


 

 

 

III. Presentation of theses 
 
You are expected to read each thesis and to attend the presentations by the other students.  For 
the two theses for which you are assigned to serve as a discussant, you are required to have some 
combination of comments, observations, and questions for the author.  You will be given up to 
10 minutes for these remarks.  The schedule of presentations and discussant assignments will be 
indicated on a separate handout to be provided later in the semester, and posted at the course 
website under “Lessons.”  Even if you are not an assigned discussant, you should be prepared to 
ask questions, comment on, and/or discuss each thesis during the particular student's 
presentation.  When presenting your own thesis you will be allowed a maximum of 20 minutes 
for providing background information, summarizing, or making supplementary comments before 
the start of seminar discussion, although you are not required to utilize the full 20 minutes.  You 
will also be given time to respond to the discussants' comments and observations.                       
 

  
IV. General Information 

 
Missed Evaluative Events (Economics Department Policy) 
 
During the course many possible situations may arise that would result in your inability to attend class, 
attend exams, or perform at a minimally acceptable level during an examination. Illness or injury, family 
emergencies, certain University-approved curricular and extra-curricular activities, and religious holidays 
can be legitimate reasons to miss class or to be excused from a scheduled examination.   

In the case of your own illness or injury, confirmation from a physician, physician's assistant, a nurse-
practitioner, or a nurse is required. Be advised that University Health Services cannot provide such 
verification unless they have provided treatment and the student authorizes release of information to the 
instructor. Further, barring extraordinary circumstances, the confirmation must be available to the 
instructor prior to the missed course event.   

With regard to family emergencies, you must provide verifiable documentation of the emergency. Given 
the vast array of family emergencies the instructor will provide precise guidance as to what constitutes 
adequate documentation. Unless the emergency is critical you should notify the instructor in advance of 
your absence from the scheduled course event. In cases of critical emergencies, you must notify the 
instructor within one week of your absence.  

For University-approved curricular and extra-curricular activities, verifiable documentation is also 
required. The student should obtain from the unit or department sponsoring the activity a letter (or class 
absence form) indicating the anticipated absence(s). The letter must be presented to the instructor at least 
one week prior to the first absence.   

In the case of religious holidays, the student should notify the instructor by the third week of the course of 
any potential conflicts.   

If a student misses a class during which an evaluative event (e.g., a quiz or an exam) takes place, and the 
student has a valid excuse, it is the policy of the Economics Department that the missed event may be 
made up in one of two ways that are to be decided by the instructor:  

1. The student will take a make-up version for the missed evaluative event; or  



 

 

 

2. The student will be excused from the missed event, and the weight of that event in the overall 
course grade will be reassigned to either the course final exam or to a subset of the subsequent 
evaluative events in the course.  

Academic Integrity (Economics Department Policy)a  

The ability of the University to achieve its purposes depends upon the quality and integrity of the 
academic work that its faculty, staff and students perform. Academic freedom can flourish only 
in a community of scholars which recognizes that intellectual integrity, with its accompanying 
rights and responsibilities, lies at the heart of its mission. Observing basic honesty in one's work, 
words, ideas, and actions is a principle to which all members of the community are required to 
subscribe.  

All course work by students is to be done on an individual basis unless the instructor clearly 
states that an alternative is acceptable. Any reference materials used in the preparation of any 
assignment must be explicitly cited. In an examination setting, unless the instructor gives explicit 
prior instructions to the contrary, whether the examination is in-class or take-home, violations of 
academic integrity shall consist of any attempt to receive assistance from written or printed aids, 
or from any person or papers or electronic devices, or of any attempt to give assistance, whether 
the one so doing has completed his or her own work or not. Other violations include, but are not 
limited to, any attempt to gain an unfair advantage in regard to an examination, such as 
tampering with a graded exam or claiming another's work to be one's own.  

Violations shall also consist of obtaining or attempting to obtain, previous to any examinations, 
copies of the examination papers or the questions to appear thereon, or to obtain any illegal 
knowledge of these questions.  

Lying to the instructor or purposely misleading any Penn State administrator shall also constitute 
a violation of academic integrity.  

In cases of a violation of academic integrity it is the policy of the Department of Economics to 
impose the most severe penalties that are consistent with University guidelines.  

For further details on Penn State policies concerning academic integrity, please refer to: 
University policies on academic integrity. 
 
Disability Access 
 
The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified persons with disabilities to participate in 
its programs and activities and is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access 
to programs, facilities, and admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to 
ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal 
authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions 
                                                 
a Part of the text in this section has been directly obtained from Princeton University's statement on 
academic integrity (particularly Rights, Rules, Responsibilities, page 1 and pages 52-65).   The most 
current version of this document can be found here .  
 

http://www.la.psu.edu/CLA-LAUS/policies/AcademicIntegrity.shtml
http://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/rrr/03/01.htm


 

 

 

about physical access, please inform me as soon as possible. 
 
 

Concerns about the course 
 
Please see me if you have concerns or comments about the course.  If you would like to provide 
feedback about this course you may also contact the Director of Undergraduate Studies in 
Economics or leave a comment in the box that the Department maintains in 303 Kern. 
 

 

 


