
 

 

ECONOMICS 489M 

Honors Thesis 
Fall 2015 

Prof. J.  Tybout 
   
Course Objectives 
Economics 489M is a year-long course for which you will prepare your honors thesis in 
economics.  Most of the work for the course will involve work you do on your own, under the 
guidance of your thesis supervisor and me.  The class will meet as a group only five times, and 
only during the first half of the semester. It is important that you come to all of these meetings. 
 
The main objectives of the course during the fall semester are to help you: 
 
 1  -  identify a feasible thesis topic and a thesis supervisor; 
 2  -  begin your research on the topic, including identifying and beginning to familiarize 
        yourself with relevant literature and data sources; and 
 3  -  formulate a tentative outline for your thesis and begin writing up a segment of the 
        thesis. 
 
The schedule below lays out the fall semester course requirements.  It includes three individual 
meetings with me, but you are encouraged to come in and talk to me about your thesis work as 
frequently as your wish.  Please note that all written materials you submit to me should also be 
submitted to your thesis supervisor. 
 
Grading 
Grades for both the fall and the spring semester will be assigned at the end of the spring 
semester. (During the spring semester, your transcript will temporarily show an “R” grade for the 
fall semester to indicate research in progress.) When assigned, your grade for the fall semester 
will reflect the assignments you have turned in over the course of the entire year (excepting your 
finished thesis), as well as your class participation and your conferences with me. Your grade for 
the spring semester will be an assessment of your finished thesis.   
 
Course materials 
Course materials, including slides from class meetings, will be posted on ANGEL, the 
University's course management system, at https://cms.psu.edu.  I will e-mail you as needed 
during the semester to inform you of any changes or new information pertinent to the course. 
 
Communicating concerns 
Please see me if you have concerns or comments about the course.  If you would like to provide 
feedback about this course you may also contact the Director of Undergraduate Studies in 
Economics or leave a comment in the box that the Department maintains in 303 Kern. 
 
 



 

 

     Schedule for the Semester 
 
Aug. 25  Initial class: The big picture. 
 
Aug. 26-Sept. 2 Individual conferences with me to discuss your ideas about possible 

thesis topics and a supervisor, and help get you started. 
 
Sept. 3   Second class meeting: discussion of the structure and elements of an 

honors thesis, and evaluation of a sample of outstanding recent honors 
theses.   

 
Sept. 8   Information session with librarian at the Schreyer Business Library.  The 

session will be held in Room 302 Paterno Library, at the regular class 
time.   

 
Sept. 9-16  Check in with me and let me know who is your thesis supervisor  

and how you are progressing in your efforts to focus in on a thesis topic. 
 
Oct. 6   Prospectus (2-3 pages) of honors thesis topic due by 9 a.m. See “Thesis 

prospectus – what am I looking for?” for some suggestions and guidance 
regarding the prospectus.  (This document will be posted at the course 
website under “Lessons.”)  In addition to a preliminary description of your 
thesis, your prospectus should provide a tentative thesis title and indicate 
who your thesis supervisor is.  It should also include a list of at least 3 or 4 
references.  

 
Please submit an electronic version of your prospectus (preferably in pdf 
format) to me at the course website.  To do this, first go to the 
“Communicate” tab in ANGEL, then click on “Prospectus Files” under the 
“Team Files” bar, then “Add Content,” then “Upload Files,” select the file 
to upload and click on “Upload File” and “Done.” Please name the file 
using the following convention:  lastnamepro1.pdf (e.g., if I were in the 
class, my submission would be tyboutpro1.pdf). 

 
 
Oct. 8, 13, 15     Third through fifth class meeting: Discussion of prospectuses.  Students 

are expected to read the prospectuses of other students and to be prepared 
to comment on them in class.  You can access the prospectuses in the 
“Class Files” folder under “In Touch”/”Team Files” at the course website.  
I will let you know in advance which prospectuses will be discussed each 
day. 

 
 



 

 

Oct. 27- Nov. 2 Individual conferences with me to discuss the progress you’ve made 
since preparing your prospectus.  You are expected to provide me with a 
revised prospectus (revised based on your research since preparing the 
initial prospectus), a tentative outline, and an expanded list of references.  
This material should be submitted to me at the “Revised prospectus drop 
box” (under “Lessons”) at the course website.  You should be prepared to 
discuss with me the progress you’ve made on your topic and any problems 
you are encountering.  Please make an appointment for this conference, 
and provide me with your revised prospectus, outline, and list of 
references at least 24 hours prior to your scheduled conference. 

 
Dec. 1   Provisional outline and bibliography, plus a preliminary write-up of a 

part of the thesis, are due by 5 p.m.   This material should be submitted 
to me at the “Excerpt #1 drop box” (under “Lessons”) at the course 
website.  The write-up is designed to get you involved in the actual 
process of thesis writing.  You should prepare it with the expectation that 
you will incorporate it into your thesis, although not necessarily in the 
same form or without revision.  The write-up should be approximately 8-
10 pages in length.  Please indicate on the outline the portion of the thesis 
that the excerpt covers. 

 
Dec. 3-Dec. 10 Individual conferences with me to discuss your outline, bibliography, 

and write-up.  Please make an appointment for this conference. 
    
 
 
  



 

 

Statement of Economics Department and University policies 

Academic Integrity a   

The ability of the University to achieve its purposes depends upon the quality and integrity of the 
academic work that its faculty, staff and students perform. Academic freedom can flourish only 
in a community of scholars which recognizes that intellectual integrity, with its accompanying 
rights and responsibilities, lies at the heart of its mission. Observing basic honesty in one's work, 
words, ideas, and actions is a principle to which all members of the community are required to 
subscribe.  

All course work by students is to be done on an individual basis unless an instructor clearly 
states that an alternative is acceptable. Any reference materials used in the preparation of any 
assignment must be explicitly cited. In an examination setting, unless the instructor gives explicit 
prior instructions to the contrary, whether the examination is in-class or take-home, violations of 
academic integrity shall consist of any attempt to receive assistance from written or printed aids, 
or from any person or papers or electronic devices, or of any attempt to give assistance, whether 
the one so doing has completed his or her own work or not. Other violations include, but are not 
limited to, any attempt to gain an unfair advantage in regard to an examination, such as 
tampering with a graded exam or claiming another's work to be one's own. 

Violations shall also consist of obtaining or attempting to obtain, previous to any examinations, 
copies of the examination papers or the questions to appear thereon, or to obtain any illegal 
knowledge of these questions.  

Lying to the instructor or purposely misleading any Penn State administrator shall also constitute 
a violation of academic integrity.  

In cases of a violation of academic integrity it is the policy of the Department of Economics to 
impose the most severe penalties that are consistent with University guidelines.  

 Valid Excuses and Missed Evaluative Events  

During the course many possible situations may arise that would result in your inability to attend 
class, attend exams, or perform at a minimally acceptable level during an examination. Illness or 
injury, family emergencies, certain University-approved curricular and extra-curricular activities, 
and religious holidays can be legitimate reasons to miss class or to be excused from a scheduled 
examination.   

                                                 
a Part of the text in this section has been directly obtained from sections of an earlier document concerning academic 
integrity on Princeton University's website (particularly Rights, Rules, Responsibilities, page 1 and pages 52-
65).   The most current version of this document can be found here . 

http://www.princeton.edu/pr/pub/rrr/03/01.htm


 

 

In the case of your own illness or injury, confirmation from a physician, physician's assistant, a 
nurse-practitioner, or a nurse is required. Be advised that University Health Services cannot 
provide such verification unless they have provided treatment and the student authorizes release 
of information to the instructor. Further, barring extraordinary circumstances, the confirmation 
must be available to the instructor prior to the missed course event.   

With regard to family emergencies, you must provide verifiable documentation of the 
emergency. Given the vast array of family emergencies the instructor will provide precise 
guidance as to what constitutes adequate documentation. Unless the emergency is critical you 
should notify the instructor in advance of your absence from the scheduled course event. In cases 
of critical emergencies, you must notify the instructor within one week of your absence. 

For University-approved curricular and extra-curricular activities, verifiable documentation is 
also required. The student should obtain from the unit or department sponsoring the activity a 
letter (or class absence form) indicating the anticipated absence(s). The letter must be presented 
to the instructor at least one week prior to the first absence.  

In the case of religious holidays, students should notify the instructor by the third week of the 
course of any potential conflicts.  

If a student misses a class during which an evaluative event (e.g., a quiz or an exam) takes place, 
and the student has a valid excuse, he or she will receive a course grade based on their remaining 
course work. If the student does not provide a valid excuse, he or she will receive a score of zero 
for the missed evaluative event. 

Disabilities 

 The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in 
its programs and activities and is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access 
to programs, facilities, and admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to 
ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal 
authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions 
about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible. 

  

 


