Modern Times i The 20" Century

The 20th Century of Ukraine is considered as a time of turmoil for Ukraine; to
prevent the revolts of Ukraine, the Tsar banned political, labor organizations, and the
Ukrainian language.

At first, a national movement rose in Ukraine; because both Russian and
Austrian empires were broken down through World War 1, there were several separate
independent Ukrainian republics (the Central Rada, the Kozaks, etc) after World War |;
but Poland made the western part of Ukraine being the part of them and the Soviet
Union which was emerged in 1922 also, combined the eastern part of Ukraine.

During Stalin® ruling in 19206, agriculture collectivization was enforced; to
satisfy the need for the state, only after the production of grains would be fulfilled by
certain amount, then the grains were given to the farms. In other words, until certain
guotas were met, no grains were allowed to be given to the farmers; because of this,
The Harvest of Despair which was known as one of the biggest famine in the world
occurred; the results was severe; more than four million Ukrainians suffered from
starving during this famine. The disaster which started from Lenin in 1930s, continued to
Stalin.

After World War I, in the late of 1930&, Nazi (Germany) and the Soviet Union
occupied the western part and the eastern part of Ukraine each; many battles which
were done in Ukraine led more than 7 million people to the death; although the OUN
and UPA (The Ukrainian Insurgent Army) contributed to the certain amount times of
battles against them, unfortunately, they ended up finding out that they had fought with
both sides.

Some Ukrainians were taken to the Germany, and their situations became much
worse; during the period that Germany took over the Ukraine, more than five millions
Ukrainians and a lot of Jewish people were killed.

Ultimately, by rejecting Ukrainian churches and banishing intelligentsia, Stalin
tried to destroy Ukrainian cultures.

Nikita Khrushchev who helped to make Ukraine free from Nazis, followed after
Stalin; while he who pushed on with signing the Treaty of Pereyaslav, ruled Ukraine®
relations with the Soviet Union calmed down a little bit; this period was called as thaw;
Ukraine achieved their independence from the Soviet Union on 24 August 1991; on 1
December 1991, this independence declared as a formal way, Ukrainians enjoyed
independent country, being together as one.



Modern Ukraine was in good economic conditions; however, there was a huge
economic slowdown; Leonid Kuchma recovered this economy; the Orange Revolutions
made elections much fairer and helped Ukraine to go to the way of democracy. Ukraine
also tried to form close relationships with the European Economic Union along with
many economic reforms.

It& true that there are still serious inflation, energy shortages and high
unemployment in Ukraine; but, no one can deny that Ukraine is the most successful
states from the former Soviet Union.



Ukrainians being deported

to Nazi Germany for forced labor, 1942
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Ukrainian SSR in 1940,

after the Soviet invasions of

Poland and Romania and before

the German invasion of Soviet Union.
Property of
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

History _of Ukraine#The_20th_century

Ukraine with provisional
borders in 1919
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DniproGES Hydroelectric power plant.
Completed in 1932.
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Ukrainian Zenit-3SL launch vehicle
stationed at Sea Launch complex.
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Orange-clad demonstrators
Gather in the Independence
Square in Kiev on
November 22, 2004.
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