
Spanish 314:  Spanish sounds (Fall 2021) 
 
Days:     Monday, Wednesday, Friday 
Time:    2:30 p.m. – 3:20 p.m. 
Room:    212 Hammond 
Instructor:   John Lipski 
Office:    247 Burrowes 
Lab:     1C Keller 
Mailbox:   442 Burrowes 
Telephone:   (814) 865-6583 (with voice mail; speak clearly) 
Virtual office hours:  Monday and Wednesday 12:00-12:50; Friday 8:00-9:00 
 and by appointment (don’t be shy; I’m available at other times) 
Office hours Zoom links: On CANVAS 
E-mail:   jlipski@psu.edu 
Web site:   www.personal.psu.edu/jml34/ 
 
PREREQUISITE: SPANISH 215 OR LINGUISTICS 100.  
 
This prerequisite is essential. If you have not already taken one of these 
courses, or an equivalent introduction to linguistics course at another 
university, you should probably drop this class, since basic knowledge of 
linguistics and linguistic terminology, including phonetic transcription and 
phonetic terminology, is presupposed. In particular you will be expected to 
understand the concept of phoneme and allophone, and know the basics of 
phonetic transcription, including the symbols of the International Phonetic 
Alphabet as applied to Spanish.  For example in the textbook Introducción a 
la lingüística hispánica by Hualde et al. (the current textbook for Spanish 
215), this material is covered in Chapter Two. These concepts will be 
reviewed and expanded in Spanish 314, but students are expected to have 
previous exposure to these concepts. 
 
TEXTBOOK: 
 
Morgan, Sonidos en contexto (SC); have with you every day 
 
ALSO REQUIRED: 
 
A Spanish-English dictionary. This can be printed, on-line, on a smart phone, etc. have with you 

every day 
 
Download the acoustic analysis program PRAAT at https://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/ 

(Windows and Mac versions available). Tutorial materials are in a CANVAS folder and 
you will learn how to use this program in class. This program can be installed on the 
desktop of any computer without the need for administrative access. 

 

https://www.fon.hum.uva.nl/praat/


OBJECTIVES: 
 
“You don’t get a second chance to make a first impression.” 
 
After the first few words (sometimes after the first syllable or two), Spanish speakers can tell if 
someone is a native or non-native speaker of Spanish. And we all know that people are judged by 
their “accent,” whether or not this is fair, reasonable, or proper. If you want to use Spanish in 
your life, it is advantageous to make that first impression as positive as possible. A major 
objective of this course is to strengthen your Spanish pronunciation in the direction of a more 
native-like usage, and to enhance your awareness of the pronunciation of Spanish world-wide. At 
various points in the semester you will set your own personal goals for the remaining section(s), 
and will assess your own progress toward those goals.  
 
This course includes an overview of the Spanish sound system, its variation both regionally and 
socially within the Spanish-speaking world, and its relationship to the sound system of English. 
The class will also serve to expand your Spanish vocabulary and range of speaking styles. For 
this reason, you are expected to always come with a Spanish-English dictionary (printed or 
virtual) and be prepared to look up and explain words and expressions as they arise. There will 
also be opportunities to discover and share your own observations on Spanish usage throughout 
the world. 
 
You will also learn the fundamentals of acoustic phonetics as applied to language acquisition, 
and—using the free software PRAAT—learn how to visualize and analyze your own 
pronunciation. 
 
All relevant course materials are posted in CANVAS, under the “Files” menu option. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: 
 
This is a language skills and language content course.  It will be conducted in Spanish and 
students will be expected to perform (written and oral tasks) in grammatically correct and 
appropriate Spanish, commensurate with a 300-level course. In practical terms, this means at the 
very least that verbs should agree with the subject, adjectives should agree with the nouns they 
modify, nouns should have the correct grammatical gender, etc. One of the aims of the course is 
to increase your vocabulary, so don’t be afraid to try out new words or ask how to say something 
in Spanish. Students are required to be prepared, having read any required material and having 
completed any assignments for the day. You need to have your textbook and Spanish-English 
dictionary for each class. Participation on an individual level as well as at a group level is normal 
for this class. At times students may be asked to share materials related to spoken Spanish.  Since 
this is a practically-oriented class, all students should expect to be called on frequently. 
 
Makeup exams will be given only for absences recognized in official university policies 
(http://senate.psu.edu/policies/42-00.html#42-27): personal or immediate family illness or 
emergencies, participation in regularly scheduled, University-approved curricular and 
extracurricular activities, or for documented civic duties (jury duty, court appearances, military 
service, etc.). Absence due to job or professional school interviews will be excused upon receipt 

http://senate.psu.edu/policies/42-00.html#42-27


of written confirmation (date, time, and place) prior to the date of the exam from the person(s) 
responsible for scheduling the interview. Additional university policies are found at the end of 
this document. 
 
CONTACTING ME 
 
The very best way is by sending a message to jlipski@psu.edu. During university working days 
I check my e-mail many times a day (that’s days, not nights) and will respond as soon as I open 
your message. On weekends, holidays and extended breaks I normally check e-mail no more than 
once or twice a day, so please be patient. I promise a timely, if not always instantaneous reply. If 
you send a message through CANVAS I will also receive it, but not always as quickly. Also feel 
free to contact me verbally before, during, or after class or during my open office hours. My 
office phone (814-865-6583) has voice mail that the university sends to my email, but the 
recordings are not always clear enough to understand, and the accompanying voice-recognition 
transcripts are often unusable. If you do leave a voice mail, please also leave your e-mail or your 
name; I will respond electronically since if I am not on campus, I do not have access to a university 
phone to return the call. 
 
We are all adults in a hopefully friendly but strictly professional relationship. When you use 
English and Spanish in a professional setting, a little old-fashioned courtesy is usually more 
effective than hundreds of correctly-conjugated verbs, so we’ll give it a try. When you 
communicate with me, you can address me as Profes(s)or Lipski (“s”: Spanish, “ss”: English), 
Mr. Lipski, or Señor Lipski. I will address you as Mr. or Ms., Señor or Señorita (or Señora if you 
so inform me), as appropriate. E-mails can begin “Dear ...”, “Estimado ...” or simply “Señor ...”, 
etc. When using Spanish we will address one another as usted. 
 
WHY ARE OFFICE HOURS AND INDIVIDUAL MEETINGS BEING HELD REMOTELY? 
 

• The ongoing pandemic has now claimed the lives of more than 600,000 people in the 
United States alone; world-wide, more people have died from COVID-19 than the entire 
population of Los Angeles. 

• Thanks to the large number of unvaccinated people, herd immunity has not been 
achieved, and the virulent delta variant is rampaging through our country. 

• Recent data show that even fully vaccinated people can spread COVID-19, and some 
actually contract it. 

• Unlike the “classic” COVID-19, the new variants are seriously affecting younger people 
• Penn State has refused to mandate vaccination or distancing, and has forbidden faculty 

and staff to require them. 
• Therefore, for your safety as well as mine, we will limit face-to-face interactions to those 

demanded by the university administration: the hours in the classroom. But remember: it 
is easy to set up individual virtual meetings with me, so don’t hold back. 

 

mailto:jlipski@psu.edu


CLASS CONDUCT  
As per university requirements, face masks must be worn at all times during class. 

• I am fully aware of the difficulties this creates for practicing phonetics, but it’s what we 
have to do for public health reasons, so we’ll all do the best we can. 

 
You will have my undivided attention and respect at all times. I expect the same from you: 
  

• If you use your phone for access to a Spanish dictionary or other class-related materials, 
make sure you have set it to not audibly ring. There is no reason to send or receive text 
messages during class; if you must send or receive a text message, please exit the 
classroom to do so. 

• You may use laptop computers during the class; if you do so, I will assume that you are 
looking up Spanish words and phrases or taking notes for the class because you are a 
highly motivated student. There is no reason to use e-mail or social media during class, 
so please limit your computer use to course-related matters. 

• You may record my classes if you feel this will help you. You may not share the 
recordings with anyone not enrolled in the class and you may not post the recordings 
anywhere. 

• Please make sure that everything that enters the classroom with you leaves with you or 
ends up in the trash can. 

• Family and friends are welcome to visit the class. Spanish-challenged visitors should be 
warned beforehand. 

 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Students will document their pronunciation of Spanish and—for non-native speakers—their 
improvement during the semester, by means of a portfolio of webcam recordings (audio and 
video), created and maintained in OneDrive. If you are not already familiar with the techniques 
for making and uploading such recordings, please check with the information technology 
assistance available across campus (or with me, even though I am not an “official” tech-support 
person). High-quality video resolution is not crucial, as long as the image of the face can be seen. 
Audio quality is more important; be sure that the sound level is adequate and that the voice can 
be clearly heard (e.g. no background noise, interference, etc.). Most smartphones can do an 
adequate job, as long as the recording is made in a quiet location. For these recordings, you will 
need to speak without a mask, so find some place where this can be done. The recordings are 
short (no more than 5 minutes each), so this should not be a major obstacle. WHY VIDEO AS WELL 
AS AUDIO? Because phonetic differences between Spanish and English can be seen as well as 
heard (check out http://soundsofspeech.uiowa.edu/spanish/spanish.html), and in order to fully 
grasp these differences, and to improve your own pronunciation, it is helpful to use visual cues as 
a supplement to auditory input. 
 
 At the beginning of the semester, create a folder in OneDrive with the title 

LASTNAME-Spanish 314 (e.g. LIPSKI-Spanish 314). Do NOT name the folder 
anything else. Once you have created the folder, highlight it and click the “Share” icon. 
Add the email address jml34@psu.edu. That’s my official PSU user name. Within 
OneDrive send me a message to make sure that I have full access to your folder, to both 
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download and upload. Also send me an e-mail to confirm that you have created the folder 
correctly (jlipski@psu.edu). I should then be able to access your folder for the remainder 
of the semester. This is the folder you will use to upload your videos and homework 
assignments, and where I will return comments on the videos as well as returning 
assignments and exams. 

 
(1) At the beginning of the semester, each student will make and upload a preliminary diagnostic 
webcam recording (audio and video) of his/her pronunciation in Spanish. The recording should 
contain approximately 3-5 minutes of spontaneous speech, on any subject. At the end of the first 
video, each student will discuss their overall goals as regards Spanish phonetics. Do NOT read 
from a text or recite previously memorized statements. The instructor will listen to each 
recording, and provide a classification of each student as a non-native speaker of Spanish or a 
native speaker of Spanish (based only on pronunciation traits).  Those students classified as non-
native speakers will be given a list of traits that need to be improved.  These traits will be 
discussed and exemplified throughout the course, and will form the basis for the final oral exam.  
The final oral exam for students classified as non-native speakers of Spanish will consist of free 
conversation in which attention will be paid to improving the traits noted at the beginning of the 
semester.  Students classified as native speakers of Spanish based on their pronunciation will 
come to the oral final exam prepared to discuss their own pronunciation of Spanish according to 
the phonetic terminology developed during the course.  The initial diagnostic recording is due by 
Monday, August 30. Be sure to send me (via e-mail to jlipski@psu.edu) the confirmation that 
you have created a OneDrive folder and shared it with me with editing privileges. Do NOT 
attach the recordings to an e-mail message.  
 
(2) During the course of the semester, each student will make and upload four more webcam 
recordings (audio and video) of Spanish pronunciation, by the dates listed on the syllabus. The 
guidelines for each video are posted in CANVAS. Each recording is to be 3-5 minutes in length. 
Students classified as non-native speakers of Spanish should discuss how they have applied what 
they have learned so far to their own pronunciation, the extent to which their previous goals have 
been met, and should set their next goals. Students classified as native speakers of Spanish 
should discuss how their own pronunciation of Spanish and how it corresponds to the material 
learned so far in the course.  These videos will be commented on for phonetic accuracy and 
improvement (for non-native speakers of Spanish), and for descriptive accuracy (for native 
speakers of Spanish). For each video you will be asked to critique your pronunciation or 
responses on previous videos and at the end of the semester you will have tangible evidence of 
your improvement. You will receive full credit for each video providing that all directions have 
been followed and the video has been submitted on time. 
 
(3) There are five homework assignments based on the acoustic analysis of Spanish 
pronunciation using PRAAT. The assignments are posted on CANVAS. You will receive full 
credit for each homework assignment providing that all directions have been followed and the 
assignment has been submitted on time. 
 
(4)  There are three written partial exams during the semester. They are comprehensive in that 
they include all material covered in the course up until the date of the exam. See schedule for 
dates. There will be no written final exam.. 
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(5)  A final oral exam will evaluate how well you have assimilated and applied concepts of 
Spanish pronunciation throughout the semester.   For non-native speakers, any difficulties 
identified at the beginning of the semester should be overcome (you can come see me at any 
point to check on your improvements, and you will get feedback on your periodic webcam 
recordings). The format will be free conversation; there is no need to prepare any materials. 
Students classified as native Spanish speakers will have to give a detailed description of their 
own pronunciation during the oral final exam, using the terminology developed in the course.  
The final oral exam will take place on a one-to-one basis with the instructor during the last week 
of class. There will be no regular class on these days; you will sign up for individual exams (in 
10-minute slots). The oral exams will be held virtually (by Zoom). Since not everyone will be 
able to participate remotely (i.e. with mask off, speaking clearly) during the normal class hours, 
we will find mutually available time slots as needed. 
 
(6)  There will be a final project, consisting of the analysis of a recorded (audio) interview 
carried out by the student. Students classified as non-native speakers of Spanish will interview a 
NATIVE SPANISH SPEAKER and provide a written report on the speaker’s pronunciation, according 
to guidelines that will be supplied prior to the end of the semester. Students classified as native 
speakers of Spanish will interview a NATIVE ENGLISH SPEAKER who has learned Spanish as a 
second language, and comment on the pronunciation and any interference from English. Students 
may bring recordings to the instructor at any point for help in transcribing or interpreting, or for 
general advice. A written summary of the principal phonetic characteristics will be turned in, 
together with the recording. The recording should be digital (.wav format, not .mp3 or .m4a), 
and turned in electronically, via your OneDrive folder. The written summary should be also 
turned in electronically. Do NOT submit any paper assignments or recordings on physical media 
(CDs, DVDs, etc.). The analyses are to be written in proper Spanish. More details and specific 
information are posted on CANVAS, and will also be discussed in class at the appropriate time. 
 
 This is a paper-free course. All assignments are to be turned in electronically to your 

OneDrive folder. Send all other communication ONLY to jlipski@psu.edu  International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) phonetic symbols should be in the DoulosSIL font, available from 
www.sil.org If you use phonetic symbols, be sure to check the “embed truetype fonts” box 
on the Tools-Options menu in Word® before saving the file, to ensure that the fonts will be 
preserved when I open your file.   

 All electronic communication should be through e-mail:  jlipski@psu.edu.   
 
GRADE BREAKDOWN: 
• 5% Attendance and Participation 
• 15% acoustic analysis homework assignments (5) 
• 20% Webcam recordings (4) 
• 10% Final project 
• 45% Written exams (3) 
• 5% Final oral exam 
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Grading scale:  
95.0-100%  A  
90.0–94.9%  A-  
87.7 – 89.9%   B+ 
83.4 – 87.6%   B  
80.0 – 83.3%   B-  
75.0 – 79.9%   C+ 
70.0 – 74.9%  C  
60.0 – 69.9%  D 
59.9% and below  F  
 
 
TENTATIVE CALENDAR OF ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Week #1 (beginning August 23): INTRODUCTION; PHONEMES AND GRAPHEMES; SYLLABIFICATION. 

Read: SC, chaps. 1, 2, 3, 5. In class Friday August 27: SC 33, 34, 44-46 
 
Week #2 (beginning August 30): SYLLABIFICATION, CONT. Read: SC, chap. 4.  Diagnostic webcam 

recording due Monday, August 30. In class Wednesday September 1: SC 53-54; in 
class Friday September 3: SC 56-57, 73-74 

 
Week #3 (beginning September 8): TRANSCRIPTION PRACTICE; DISTINCTIVE FEATURES. Read: SC, 

chap. 13. No class Monday September 6 (Labor Day). In class Friday September 10: 
SC 148-150 

 
Week #4 (beginning September 13):  PHONEMES /p/, /t/, /k/. Read: SC, chap. 14. In class 

Wednesday September 15: SC 159, 165-166 
 
Week #5 (beginning September 20):  PHONEMES /b/, /d/, /g/. Read: SC, chap. 15.  Webcam 

recording #1 due Wednesday September 22. In class Wednesday September 22: SC 
176, 178, 184; in class Friday September 24: SC 189, 192-193. Homework assignment 
#1 due Friday September 24. 

 
Week #6 (beginning September 27):  PHONEMES /f/, /x/, /ʧ/.  Read: SC, chaps. 17, 20, 21. EXAM 

#1 Friday October 1. 
 
Week #7 (beginning October 4):  PHONEMES /j/, /s/;  NASAL CONSONANTS. Read: SC, chaps. 16, 18, 

22.  Homework assignment #2 due Friday October 8. 
 
Week #8 (beginning October 11): PHONEMES /l/, /ʎ/, /r/, /ɾ/. Read: SC, chaps. 23, 24.  Webcam 

recording #2 due Wednesday October 13. 
 
Week #9 (beginning October 18):  VOWELS.  Read: SC, chaps. 6-11.  Homework assignment #3 

due Monday October 18. 
 



Week #10 (beginning October 25):  SEMIVOWELS AND SEQUENCES OF VOWELS. Read: SC, chap. 12.  
EXAM #2 Friday October 29. 

 
Week #11 (beginning November 1):  RHYTHM AND ACCENTS. INTRO. TO INTONATION. Read: SC, 

chap. 4.  Webcam recording #3 due Wednesday November 3. Homework assignment 
#4 due Friday November 5. 

 
Week #12 (beginning November 8):  PRINCIPAL DIALECTS OF SPAIN. Read (on CANVAS and SC, 

chap. 26). Homework assignment #5 due Friday November 12. 
 
Week #13 (beginning November 15):  PRINCIPAL DIALECTS OF LATIN AMERICA. Read (on 

CANVAS). 
 
Week #14 (beginning November 29):  LATIN AMERICA, cont.  Webcam recording #4 due 

Wednesday December 1.  EXAM #3 Friday December 3. 
 
Week #15 (beginning December 6): ORAL FINAL EXAMS (NO REGULAR CLASS); oral 

exams will be held virtually 
 
 

FINAL PROJECT DUE MONDAY DECEMBER 13  



RELEVANT UNIVERSITY POLICIES AND INFORMATION 
 
COVID-19 RELATED POLICIES: 
 
Be sure to follow all university rules and policies for campus conduct during the COVID-19 
pandemic. You can find the latest guidelines and policies at: 
 
https://virusinfo.psu.edu/ 
 
and  
 
 https://studentaffairs.psu.edu/support-safety-conduct/student-conduct/conduct-information-
faculty-staff 
 

Faculty Senate Policy 42-27- Class Attendance 
https://undergrad.psu.edu/aappm/E-11-class-attendance.html 
 
If you become ill with COVID during the semester, or have to quarantine due to 
exposure, contact me immediately and we will make the appropriate arrangements. 
 
The faculty, staff and other resources of the University are furnished for the education of 
students who attend the University. A class schedule is provided for students and faculty so that 
a reasonably orderly arrangement for instruction is facilitated. The fact that classes are 
scheduled is evidence that the faculty believes class instruction is important. Therefore, class 
attendance is important for the benefit of students. A student should attend every class for 
which the student is scheduled and should be held responsible for all work covered in the 
courses taken. In each case, the instructor should decide when the class absence constitutes a 
danger to the student’s scholastic attainment and should make this fact known to the student at 
once. A student whose irregular attendance causes him or her, in the judgment of the instructor, 
to become deficient scholastically, may run the risk of receiving a failing grade or receiving a 
lower grade that the student might have secured had the student been in regular attendance. 
 
Instructors shall provide, within reason, opportunity to make up work for students who miss 
class for regularly scheduled, University-approved curricular and extracurricular activities. 
However, if such trips are considered by the instructor to be hurting the student’s scholastic 
performance, the instructor should present such evidence for necessary action to the head of 
the department in which the course is offered and to the dean of the college in which the 
student is enrolled or to the Division of Undergraduate Studies if the student is enrolled in that 
division. 

 
Instructors should provide, within reason, opportunity to make up work for students who miss 
classes for other legitimate but unavoidable reasons. 

legitimate, unavoidable reasons are those such as illness, injury, family emergency. If an 
evaluative event will be missed due to an unavoidable absence, the student should contact the 
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instructor as soon as the unavoidable absence is known to discuss ways to make up the work. 
An instructor might not consider an unavoidable absence legitimate if the student does not 
contact the instructor before the evaluative event. Students will be held responsible for using 
only legitimate, unavoidable reasons for requesting a make-up in the event of a missed class or 
evaluative event. Requests for missing class or an evaluative event due to reasons that are 
based on false claims may be considered violations of the policy on Academic Integrity (Policy 
49-20). 

 
Extended Absences: During your enrollment at Penn State, unforeseen challenges may arise. If 
you ever need to miss an extended amount of class in such a circumstance, please notify your 
professor so you can determine the best course of action to make up missed work. If your 
situation rises to a level of difficulty you cannot manage on your own with faculty support, reach 
out to the Student Care & Advocacy office by phone at (814-863-2020) or email them at 
StudentCare@psu.edu. Office hours are Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 
 
The Pennsylvania State University defines academic integrity as the pursuit of scholarly activity 
in an open, honest and responsible manner. All students should act with personal integrity, 
respect other students’ dignity, rights and property, and help create and maintain an environment 
in which all can succeed through the fruits of their efforts (Faculty Senate Policy 49-20). 
Dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Dishonesty includes, but is not 
limited to: cheating, plagiarizing, fabricating information or citations, facilitating acts of 
academic dishonesty by others, having unauthorized possession of examinations, submitting 
work of another person or work previously used without informing the instructor, or tampering 
with the academic work of their students. Students who are found to be dishonest will receive 
academic sanctions and will be reported to the University’s Judicial Affairs office for possible 
further disciplinary sanction. See http://www.psu.edu/dept/oue/aappm/G-9.html 
 
DISABILITY ACCESS STATEMENT 
 
The Pennsylvania State University encourages qualified people with disabilities to participate in 
its programs and activities and is committed to the policy that all people shall have equal access 
to programs, facilities and admissions without regard to personal characteristics not related to 
ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal 
authorities. If you anticipate needing any type of accommodation in this course or have questions 
about physical access, please tell the instructor as soon as possible.  
 

Counseling and psychological services 

Many students at Penn State face personal challenges or have psychological needs that may 
interfere with their academic progress, social development, or emotional wellbeing. The 
university offers a variety of confidential services to help you through difficult times, including 
individual and group counseling, crisis intervention, consultations, online chats, and mental 
health screenings. These services are provided by staff who welcome all students and embrace a 
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philosophy respectful of clients’ cultural and religious backgrounds, and sensitive to differences 
in race, ability, gender identity and sexual orientation. 

Counseling and Psychological Services at University Park  (CAPS) 
(http://studentaffairs.psu.edu/counseling/): 814-863-0395 

Penn State Crisis Line (24 hours/7 days/week): 877-229-6400 
Crisis Text Line (24 hours/7 days/week): Text LIONS to 741741 

Educational equity/bias 

Acts of intolerance, discrimination, or harassment due to age, ancestry, color, disability, gender, 
gender identity, national origin, race, religious belief, sexual orientation, or veteran status are not 
tolerated and can be reported through Educational Equity via the Report Bias webpage 
(http://equity.psu.edu/reportbias/). 
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