Paper 2: Analyzing and Comparing Media Reports

Preface: The purpose of this assignment is for you to develop further your ability to analyze rhetoric, to discover how rhetorical choices inflect a piece’s meaning.

Analyze the rhetoric of a media source (about 3 to 4 pages)
For this assignment, you want to find an article or broadcast from web, print, or broadcast sources that is ostensibly a news story and analyze its rhetorical content. Another great option for this paper is to find a second piece that contains the same kind of information on the same piece of news and compare the rhetorical choices of both to each other. You will want to choose news article(s) that seem to be slanted—or spun—in some direction or another, and you will want to advance an argument about what meaning overall the piece(s) seeks to convey through its rhetorical choices.  For instance, you don’t want to say, “This article tells about Dr. Conrad Murray’s role in Michael Jackson’s death” but instead argue that the article sets up Dr. Murray as a modern-day Svengali. Or Rasputin. Pick your creepy Russian. 

As you analyze the piece or pieces, you will be looking for evidence of the author’s interpretation of the news story—in other words, the author’s spin—and how he or she communicates this interpretation. You might ask yourself: What part of this story is emphasized? What context does the author supply for this story and how does this shape the audience’s understanding of the story? Why is the text arranged as it is?  How does the piece’s tone and word choice—the connotations in the piece—affect the audience’s understanding of the news story? How might ethos, pathos, and logos operate? Where did the text appear, and how is this significant? 

Then, take some of these questions and shape them into a claim about the piece. You want to link the rhetorical aspects of the piece to distinct subtext(s) you identify in the text that work to shape the meaning of the news item for the audience. 

BIG NOTE: Avoid editorial pieces. 

Objectives

1. Be interesting.  Go beyond the obvious.
2. Make a strong claim about the piece and utilize good analysis sentences.
3. Analyze the connotations of the word choice.
4. Show a strong capacity for rhetorical analysis and reveal the piece’s subtext(s).
5. Write in a lively, unique, memorable voice and style.
6. Expand/challenge/transform the audience’s understanding of the text(s).

You should submit the piece(s) you analyzed along with your paper.  Papers should be around four pages long and should exhibit a sound argument, good organization, smoothly incorporated and explained examples and evidence supporting your claim, and appropriate citation according to MLA style.  

 
 

