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OverviewOverview
Global mobility in higher educationGlobal mobility in higher education
InternatInternat’’l initiatives that encourage mobility:l initiatives that encourage mobility:

EU initiatives including ERASMUS EU initiatives including ERASMUS 
The Bologna Process and the EHEAThe Bologna Process and the EHEA
•• Who, what, when, where, why?Who, what, when, where, why?
•• Why the Bologna Process matters outside of EuropeWhy the Bologna Process matters outside of Europe

APEC education initiatives APEC education initiatives 
The GATS and the World Trade OrganizationThe GATS and the World Trade Organization

US DOE efforts to monitor these initiativesUS DOE efforts to monitor these initiatives
Concluding RemarksConcluding Remarks
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[WTO] Table 4: Students Sent Abroad

66.02,6401,590
Total with Intra EU 15 

Students

(11.1)240270Intra EU 15 Students
100.081.82,4001,320Total (excluding intra EU 15)
6.7166.716060Not Specified
9.2144.422090Sub-Saharan Africa

33.884.1810440East Asia and the Pacific
10.4150.0250100South and West Asia
4.266.710060Central Asia
7.958.3190120Arab States

12.963.2310190Central and Eastern Europe
4.20.0100100EU 15a

7.170.0170100Latin America and the Caribbean
3.850.09060North America 

% share
in 2007% increase2007

(thousands)
1999

(thousands)

44

23%

14%

13%10%

11%

8%

3% 2%4%
2%

5%

5%

US
UK
Australia
Germany
France
China
Japan
Canada
New Zealand
Singapore
Malaysia
South Korea

2007 Distribution of students abroad 
according to national destination

Source: WTO EDUCATION SERVICES, Background Note by the Secretariat, 
S/C/W/313 (April 1, 2010) at paragraphs 35 and 37
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EU InitiativesEU Initiatives
19871987: The Erasmus exchange program begins: The Erasmus exchange program begins

This led to the ECTS This led to the ECTS (European Credit Transfer System)(European Credit Transfer System)

EU mobility programs are now global with EU mobility programs are now global with 
Erasmus Mundus, Tempus  and AtlantisErasmus Mundus, Tempus  and Atlantis

20002000: The EU adopts the Lisbon Strategy: The EU adopts the Lisbon Strategy

2010:2010: Europe 2020 StrategyEurope 2020 Strategy

20142014: Proposed launch date of the Int: Proposed launch date of the Int’’l Higher l Higher 
Education Programme and Education and Education Programme and Education and 
training Programmetraining Programme

EU Members took a leading role in launching the EU Members took a leading role in launching the 
Bologna Process, which led to the EHEA Bologna Process, which led to the EHEA 

66

WHO:  Current European Higher Education 
Association (EHEA) Members (47 + Eur. Comm.:)



4

77

WHAT:WHAT: The EHEA The EHEA 
and the Bologna Processand the Bologna Process

•• The Bologna Process was established to create The Bologna Process was established to create 
the European Higher Education Area (EHEA)the European Higher Education Area (EHEA)

•• Primary GoalsPrimary Goals: to make European higher : to make European higher 
education more competitive and more responsiveeducation more competitive and more responsive

•• Action LinesAction Lines: During their 7 meetings, Ministers : During their 7 meetings, Ministers 
established ten established ten ““action lines,action lines,”” an overarching an overarching 
social dimension & later a global strategysocial dimension & later a global strategy

•• It has been very It has been very ““top downtop down”” and very influentialand very influential

88

WHENWHEN::

19981998: Four EU Education Ministers sign the : Four EU Education Ministers sign the 
Sorbonne DeclarationSorbonne Declaration

1999:1999: the Bologna Declaration is signedthe Bologna Declaration is signed

20012001--20102010: Six subsequent Ministerial : Six subsequent Ministerial 
Conferences and numerous meetingsConferences and numerous meetings

20102010: the European Higher Education Area : the European Higher Education Area 
is launched (and has a new webpage)is launched (and has a new webpage)

http://www.ehea.info/http://www.ehea.info/
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WHEREWHERE ……and and whywhy it mattersit matters
•• 2001 (Prague)2001 (Prague)
•• 2003 (Berlin)2003 (Berlin)
•• 2005 (Bergen)2005 (Bergen)
•• 2007 (London)2007 (London)
•• 2009 (Leuven)2009 (Leuven)
•• 2010 (Vienna2010 (Vienna--Budapest)Budapest)

All except the first and the last had (and All except the first and the last had (and 
still have) their own webpage with still have) their own webpage with 
relevant documents and served as the relevant documents and served as the 
Bologna Process SecretariatBologna Process Secretariat

1010

Action Items Included:Action Items Included:
European Quality Assurance StandardsEuropean Quality Assurance Standards

Internal quality assuranceInternal quality assurance
External quality assuranceExternal quality assurance
Standards for external QA agencies Standards for external QA agencies 

Framework of Qualifications for the EHEAFramework of Qualifications for the EHEA
Lists ECTS credits for BA and MA degrees Lists ECTS credits for BA and MA degrees 
Lists desired outcomes for BA, MA and PhDLists desired outcomes for BA, MA and PhD

European register of accreditation agenciesEuropean register of accreditation agencies

2005, 2007 & 2009 2005, 2007 & 2009 ““Stocktaking ReportsStocktaking Reports””
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Current EHEA Work ProgrammeCurrent EHEA Work Programme
(includes more than 10):(includes more than 10):

1.1. Social dimension Social dimension 
2.2. Mobility Mobility 
3.3. Lifelong learning Lifelong learning 
4.4. Employability Employability 
5.5. Qualification frameworks/ Degree structures Qualification frameworks/ Degree structures 
6.6. Education, research and innovation Education, research and innovation 
7.7. International openness International openness 
8.8. Data collection/ reporting on BP implementation Data collection/ reporting on BP implementation 
9.9. Funding Funding 
10.10.Quality assurance Quality assurance 
11.11.Recognition Recognition 
12.12.Transparency tools Transparency tools 
13.13.Student Centered LearningStudent Centered Learning

1212

The Bologna Process Built on and The Bologna Process Built on and 
Launched Numerous Related ProjectsLaunched Numerous Related Projects

Représentant les avocats d’Europe
Representing Europe’s lawyers
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The Bologna ProcessThe Bologna Process’’ Global ImpactGlobal Impact

ASIA countries  target 
2015 for their common 
space (Bologna Process)

Oct. 2010 bill would 
increase mobility

1414

Why the Bologna Process Why the Bologna Process 
Matters in the U.S.Matters in the U.S.

Opportunities and competition for U.S. Opportunities and competition for U.S. 
higher educationhigher education
US officials & others monitor these US officials & others monitor these 
developmentsdevelopments
Bologna Process influences international Bologna Process influences international 
initiatives in which the US participates:initiatives in which the US participates:

APECAPEC
The World Trade Organization and GATSThe World Trade Organization and GATS
OECD, UNESCO and othersOECD, UNESCO and others
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What is APEC?What is APEC?
21 countries around the Pacific Ocean21 countries around the Pacific Ocean

An important forum for facilitating economic An important forum for facilitating economic 
growth, cooperation, trade and investment growth, cooperation, trade and investment 

Consensus based:Consensus based:
““APEC operates on the basis of nonAPEC operates on the basis of non--binding binding 
commitments, open dialogue and equal respect commitments, open dialogue and equal respect 
for the views of all participants.for the views of all participants.””

The U.S. is the 2011 APEC The U.S. is the 2011 APEC ““host economyhost economy””

1616

APEC is Studying the Bologna APEC is Studying the Bologna 
Process & Its Diploma SupplementProcess & Its Diploma Supplement
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The GATS Affects Higher EducationThe GATS Affects Higher Education
The WTOThe WTO’’s GATS agreement applies to s GATS agreement applies to 
services, including higher education servicesservices, including higher education services

The GATS has 3 kinds of obligations:The GATS has 3 kinds of obligations:
1) automatic, 2) optional, and 3) future1) automatic, 2) optional, and 3) future

The US is bound by the automatic obligationsThe US is bound by the automatic obligations
40+ countries currently include higher education 40+ countries currently include higher education 
in their in their ““optionaloptional”” GATS commitmentsGATS commitments
In the Doha negotiations, the US has In the Doha negotiations, the US has ““offeredoffered””
optional higher education commitmentsoptional higher education commitments
The 2010 WTO SecretariatThe 2010 WTO Secretariat’’s s ““EducationEducation”” Paper Paper 
is important to readis important to read

1818
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The US GATS The US GATS ““OfferOffer”” Includes Higher Includes Higher 
Education (especially distance ed)Education (especially distance ed)

◄“None” means 
the US lists no 
exceptions

▼Promises are made according to 4 “modes of supply”; so the US “offer” says 1,2,3,4

2020

The EUThe EU’’s GATS Commitments s GATS Commitments 
Addressed VisaAddressed Visa--types of Issuestypes of Issues
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The EUThe EU’’s GATS Education Commitments s GATS Education Commitments 
Addressed VisaAddressed Visa--types of Issuestypes of Issues

2222

The U.S. Department of EducationThe U.S. Department of Education

See also



12

2323

Additional Ways in which InternatAdditional Ways in which Internat’’l l 
Initiatives Influence the U.S. Initiatives Influence the U.S. 

2424

ConclusionConclusion
The trend is toward increased global The trend is toward increased global 
mobility in higher educationmobility in higher education

Many international initiatives facilitate or Many international initiatives facilitate or 
encourage this global mobilityencourage this global mobility

The US is a party to many of these soft The US is a party to many of these soft 
law and hard law initiativeslaw and hard law initiatives

It is important to be aware of these It is important to be aware of these 
developmentsdevelopments
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To Read More About ItTo Read More About It……....
Higher education mobility statistics:Higher education mobility statistics:

WTO,  WTO,  Education services, Background Note by the Education services, Background Note by the 
SecretariatSecretariat,, S/C/W/313 (April 1, 2010)S/C/W/313 (April 1, 2010)
USITC, USITC, Recent Trends in U.S. Services Trade, 2009 Recent Trends in U.S. Services Trade, 2009 
Annual ReportAnnual Report, Chapter 4 (July 2009), , Chapter 4 (July 2009), 
http://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/pub4084.pdfhttp://www.usitc.gov/publications/332/pub4084.pdf
Open Doors dataOpen Doors data by the Institute of Intby the Institute of Int’’l Education,l Education,

http://www.iie.org/en/Researchhttp://www.iie.org/en/Research--andand--Publications/OpenPublications/Open--DoorsDoors

IntInt’’l Assoc. Universities, 3l Assoc. Universities, 3rdrd Global Survey (2010),Global Survey (2010),
http://www.iauhttp://www.iau--aiu.net/internationalization/index.htmlaiu.net/internationalization/index.html
Center for IntCenter for Int’’l Higher Educationl Higher Education (Prof. Philip Altbach)(Prof. Philip Altbach)

http://www.bc.edu/research/cihe/about.htmlhttp://www.bc.edu/research/cihe/about.html
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To Read More About ItTo Read More About It……....
The EHEA and the Bologna ProcessThe EHEA and the Bologna Process::

http://www.ehea.info/http://www.ehea.info/
Educational services and the WTOEducational services and the WTO::

http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/education_e/educationhttp://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/serv_e/education_e/education_e.htm_e.htm

See also See also http://www.abanet.org/cpr/gats/home.htmlhttp://www.abanet.org/cpr/gats/home.html

APECAPEC::
http://hrd.apec.org/index.php/Transnational_Educationhttp://hrd.apec.org/index.php/Transnational_Education

US DepUS Dep’’t. of Education Internatt. of Education Internat’’l Initiativesl Initiatives
http://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/internationaled/about.htmlhttp://www2.ed.gov/about/inits/ed/internationaled/about.html
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To Read More About ItTo Read More About It……....
Laurel TerryLaurel Terry’’s articless articles (see (see http://ssrn.com/author=340745http://ssrn.com/author=340745):):

From GATS to APEC: The Impact of Trade Agreements on From GATS to APEC: The Impact of Trade Agreements on 
Legal ServicesLegal Services, 43 Akron L. Rev. 875 (2010), 43 Akron L. Rev. 875 (2010)
The GATS and Legal Services in LimerickThe GATS and Legal Services in Limerick,, 15 Michigan St. 15 Michigan St. 
J. IntJ. Int’’l L. 635 (2007)l L. 635 (2007)
The Bologna Process and its Impact in Europe: Much More The Bologna Process and its Impact in Europe: Much More 
than Degree Changesthan Degree Changes, , 41 Vanderbilt J. Transnat41 Vanderbilt J. Transnat’’l L. 107 l L. 107 
(2008)(2008)
The Bologna Process and its Implications for U.S. Legal The Bologna Process and its Implications for U.S. Legal 
EducationEducation,, 57 J. Legal Ed. 237 (2007) 57 J. Legal Ed. 237 (2007) 

Laurel TerryLaurel Terry’’s s ““PresentationsPresentations”” webpagewebpage::
http://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/l/s/lst3/presentations.htmhttp://www.personal.psu.edu/faculty/l/s/lst3/presentations.htm
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◄

◄
◄

Much of the information 
about legal services 

also applies to higher 
education services


