
The 1855 Ansei Edo Earthquake as a Political Event

1. Alignment of  geology, geography, political power

2. Earthquake as yo-naoshi

3. Amaterasu comes to Edo; EQ shakes òJapanó

4. Catfish as voice of  the people

5. Folk memory 12 years later in 1867?



Basic Facts About the Ansei Edo Earthquake:

×10pm, 2 nd day, 10 th month, 1855 (11 November); 

an okage year

×Shallow focus; Richter magnitude est. 6.9 ð7.2

×Civilian casualties 7 -10,000 (military casualties 

unknown, but likely similar); 1 in 170 on average

×Casualties uneven; shortage of  coffins made 

deaths seem higher than they were

×Approximately 14,000 structures damaged, 

especially storehouses

×Extensive aftershocks for a month afterward, as 

many as 80 per day at their peak.
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L Wave amplitude increases

L Path of waves shifts vertically

L Waves become trapped by the
basement rock

L Bottom line: ground movement
greatly amplified; much more
destruction

Soil base and

ground motions

in an

earthquake



Worst damage: Fukagawa, Yoshiwara, òDaimy�ÀLaneó


