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The Pennsylvania State University

College of Health and Human Development

Course Syllabus – HDFS/PSY 445:  Development throughout Adulthood
Faculty Information:
Instructors:  

Diane Spokus, M.Ed.






S211 Henderson Building 

Email:


dms201@psu.edu  (Best way to reach me)



         
Phone:

Cell:  717-994-1798 (Leave a message)
Office Hours:

Wednesdays, 2:30 PM – 3:30 PM




By appointment (Please leave a message on my cell phone.  I 



check my messages frequently)



Graduate Assistant

 


Soyeon Cho




suc114@psu.edu



Office Hours :  Tuesdays, 10:00 AM – 11:00 AM



Room S208 Henderson

Course Information:
Credits:

3 credits
Course:

HDFS/PSY 445
Location:

111 Wartik Lab 

Time:


Tuesday and Thursday 



4:15 PM – 5:30 PM
Course Requirements
Readings:  

Students are expected to have completed the required readings 



prior to class.

Required Text:
Schaie, K.W., & Willis, S. L. (2001).  Adult development and 



aging (5th ed.).  New York:  Harper Collins.
Welcome to HDFS 445:  Adulthood
I look forward to meeting each of you in person.  I will communicate with you individually and as a group through Angel course mail during the course.  I will show you on the first day of class how to have this email forwarded to your preferred email address at home.  I realize there are various levels of computer familiarity and comfort among the class participants.  

I look forward to meeting and working with all of you this semester.  
Course Description
This advanced level HDFS/PSY course in adult development will revisit adult topics from your lower level classes by focusing on the most current literature and by carefully considering the role of both theory and empirical results.  The purpose of the course is to examine how theory and research results help describe and/or improve the quality of life throughout adulthood.  In addition, we will become aware of how culture and time periods influence the experience of adulthood.  
Student Evaluation and Grading:  
There will be three examinations, two held in class and one held during finals’ week (time and location to be announced).  Exams will be drawn from class lecture and discussion, films and videos shown in class, and course readings.  There will also be three written assignments.  Each student will be evaluated on his/her performance on the following:
Exam I




   40 points 

Exam II

                           40 points

Exam III  (Final)


   50 points

Assignment I



   20 points

Assignment II



   25 points

Assignment III


   25 points


Total Points:


 200 points





Grading Scale Requirement:

Performance will be graded on percent of points as follows:  A=92-100 (185-200 points), A-=90-91 (179 - 184 points), B+=88-89 (173 - 178 points), B=82-87 (165 - 172 points), B-=80-81(159 – 164 points), C+=78-79 (153 – 158 points), C=70-77 (139 – 152 points), D=60-69 (119 – 138 points), F=below 60.

Written Assignments:
Details of the papers will be provided on the ANGEL website, but guidelines for deadlines are as follows:

Assignment I 

Life Lines (Due Thursday, January 20, 2005)
Assignment II  
Reaction Paper (Due Thursday, March 3, 2005) 
Assignment III
Journal Article & Movie Comparison (Due Tuesday, April 19, 



2005)

Instructor’s Inclement Weather Policy:

In case of inclement weather, your instructor will follow the University’s inclement weather guidelines.  In addition, please check your Penn State email account two hours prior to the beginning of class for possible updates.
Attendance Policy:
Lectures and class discussion of the assigned readings are an important part of the learning process for the course.  Regular, punctual, and full attendance is expected and is defined as one’s presence, in class, for the entire scheduled period.  The class begins promptly at 4:15 PM and ends at 5:30 PM.  It is expected that, other than an illness emergency (which excludes vacations) students will maintain good attendance.  Should an emergency absence be necessary, the student will be fully prepared to participate upon his or her return, including the submission of required assignments.  Therefore, it is advisable to contact the teaching assistant to review what was covered in class or to have the telephone number of more than one class colleague who can provide you with class notes, assignments and other pertinent class information.  If you cannot attend, you should inform me in advance if at all possible (leave a message on my voice-mail).
Missed Exams:
I realize that problems arise regarding class attendance (illness, other commitments, etc.).  Your best bet is to address your attendance concerns immediately with me privately.  I will do my best to accommodate your situation.  Treat me with respect as your instructor and I will treat you with the same respect.  

Therefore, Attendance and Participation are mandatory.  You are expected to contribute to all class discussions and participate in all class activities.  I weigh attendance and participation heavily. 
In the event that a student has an illness or other personal problem during the term which results in a missed exam, the student will be required to make alternative arrangements for a grade.  All requests must be made at the next scheduled class session or, in the case of a prolonged absence, within one week of returning to classes.  All excuses must follow University guidelines as well as the guidelines above.  All requests for make-ups related to scheduled University events must be made before the missed exam.  Missed exams may be retaken only due to extenuating circumstances and the content of the exam material and location for retaking the exam will be at the discretion of the instructor.  

Student Responsibilities:  
· Come to class prepared and contribute actively to class discussion and activities.  

· Seek clarification of the substance of lecture, readings and assignments from the lecturers.

· Request any special accommodations in advance, if possible, through the instructor.

· All assignments must be completed in order for you to pass this course.  Points will be subtracted for late submissions.  A late assignment must be turned in even if you do not get a grade for it.

· Should an emergency absence be necessary, the student will be fully prepared to participate upon his or her return, including the submission of required assignments.  Therefore, it is advisable to have the telephone number of more than one class colleague who can provide you with class notes, assignments and other pertinent class information.  If you cannot attend, you should inform me in advance if at all possible (leave a message on my voice-mail).
· Follow the university academic honesty policy.  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated; it will result in a grade of F in the course and possible expulsion from the program.

· Note to students with disabilities:  It is Penn State’s policy not to discriminate against qualified students with documented disabilities in its educational programs.  If you have a disability related need for modifications in this course, contact your instructor and the Disability Service Coordinator in the Student Assistance Center.  Instructors should be notified during the first week of class.
Teaching Strategies May Include:

Lecture/Discussion

Visual Aids

Assignments

Electronic Resources
Guest Speakers
Internet:
Students can access the internet from their home computer and/or from the computers available in the Campus Computer labs.  Please email or discuss with me any problems which you may encounter.
Angel Website:

Angel will be used as the primary course communication tool.  All students registered for HDFS/PSY 445 have access to this course through the Angel website.  All class notes and assignments are posted in Angel.  Angel is located at the following URL:

http://cms.psu.edu
Angel is also the primary method used for email communications.  Students are required to submit individual and/or group assignments in Angel as instructed.  No assignment is to be submitted via hard copy or Eudora email.

Eudora email is to be used as a back-up communication method only if Angel is not accessible.

Web based Training Program: 
Penn State provides a variety of online tutorials for students interested in independently learning various computer applications.  Students are not required to complete theses tutorials; but if you are interested, you may access the tutorials at the following URL:
http://wbt.psu.edu
Class Announcements:

All announcements made in class and between class will be posted in the Angel announcement area.
Academic Integrity.  https://cac.psu.edu/ets/cyberplag/cyberplagstudent.html Academic integrity is the pursuit of scholarship free from fraud and deception.  Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, cheating, plagiarizing, fabrication of information or citations, facilitating acts of dishonesty by others, possessing unauthorized copies of examinations, submitting the work of others claimed as one’s own, submitting work used for other classes (without the knowledge of the instructor) or tampering with the work of other students.  All work submitted for this class must be original.  Instances of academic dishonesty threaten the atmosphere of trust and free exchange of ideas.  Such instances will result in the offending student receiving a failing grade for work discovered to be fraudulent; if there is a second offense, that student will receive a failing grade for the course.

Accessibility.  Students with physical or sensory conditions which make access difficult are encouraged to consult the Office for Disability Services (814) 863-1807 in advance of the first day of class if possible.

NOTE:  A Tentative Schedule of Topics and Assignments are listed on the ANGEL website under the Lessons tab.
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