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Why worry about college access?Why worry about college access?

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

1971 1975 1979 1983 1987 1991 1995 1999 2002

>$86K

$61K to 
$86K

$35K to 
$61K

<$35K

College participation rates of unmarried 18-24 year old HS grads

Postsecondary Education OPPORTUNITY



©© 2007, Donald E. Heller2007, Donald E. Heller 44

Stratification in higher educationStratification in higher education

Distribution of each income quartile by sector and attendance
2003-2004 dependent students
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Determinants of accessDeterminants of access

AcademicAcademic
Social and cultural Social and cultural 
FinancialFinancial
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Academic achievement Academic achievement –– U.S.U.S.
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Academic achievement Academic achievement -- PSSAPSSA
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Academic achievement Academic achievement –– U.S.U.S.
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Changes in tuition prices and incomeChanges in tuition prices and income
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The growth The growth –– and shift and shift –– in financial aid in financial aid 
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State spending on undergraduate grantsState spending on undergraduate grants
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Distribution of grant dollars by income quartileDistribution of grant dollars by income quartile

Family income quartiles Family income quartiles 
(2002)(2002)

11stst: < $33,346: < $33,346

22ndnd: $33,346 : $33,346 -- $60,175$60,175

33rdrd: $60,176 : $60,176 -- $92,433$92,433

44thth: > $92,433: > $92,433
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Median income of all Median income of all 
families with at least one families with at least one 
child ages 6 to 17 in child ages 6 to 17 in 
2002: $54,2492002: $54,249
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State grant dollars by income quartileState grant dollars by income quartile
2003-2004 dependent students, all institutions
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Institutional grant dollars by income quartileInstitutional grant dollars by income quartile
2003-2004 dependent students, all institutions
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Grants to highGrants to high--income studentsincome students
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The role of EOPsThe role of EOPs

Academic preparationAcademic preparation
Course takingCourse taking
Test takingTest taking
Study skillsStudy skills

Financial preparationFinancial preparation
Information about college costsInformation about college costs
Information about financial aidInformation about financial aid
Navigation through the financial aid processNavigation through the financial aid process

Social and cultural preparationSocial and cultural preparation
Appreciation for collegeAppreciation for college
College visitsCollege visits
College successCollege success
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Evaluation of EOPsEvaluation of EOPs

A few words. . .A few words. . .
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ConclusionsConclusions

Gaps in college participation are attributable to academic Gaps in college participation are attributable to academic 
barriers barriers andand financial barriersfinancial barriers

Tuition prices have been Tuition prices have been –– and likely will continue and likely will continue –– to to 
grow faster than ability to paygrow faster than ability to pay

Institutional aid has become the largest source of grant Institutional aid has become the largest source of grant 
aidaid

Both states and institutions are shifting from need to Both states and institutions are shifting from need to 
merit criteriamerit criteria

Grants are shifting up the income ladderGrants are shifting up the income ladder
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Lest you think testing and merit ends in college. . .
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Questions and discussion

http://www.personal.psu.edu/deh29


