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Why worry about college access?Why worry about college access?
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Gap in educational attainment by raceGap in educational attainment by race

BLS, Current Population Survey

Proportion of population 25 years or older with at least 4 years college
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Academic barriers vs. financial barriers?Academic barriers vs. financial barriers?
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Changes in tuition prices and ability to payChanges in tuition prices and ability to pay
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Research on financial aidResearch on financial aid

Most influential on the college entry decisions of Most influential on the college entry decisions of 
lowerlower--income studentsincome students

LowerLower--income students are more responsive to income students are more responsive to 
tuition changes than changes in aid awardstuition changes than changes in aid awards

HigherHigher--income students are largely unresponsive income students are largely unresponsive 
to aid in terms of college entry, but can be to aid in terms of college entry, but can be 
influenced in terms of college choiceinfluenced in terms of college choice

Grants are more influential than loansGrants are more influential than loans
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Changes in federal and state financial aid Changes in federal and state financial aid 
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The impact of borrowing & unmet needThe impact of borrowing & unmet need
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State merit scholarshipsState merit scholarships
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Changes in institutional grant dollars, 1993 to 2000Changes in institutional grant dollars, 1993 to 2000
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Proportion of total dollars received, 1993 to 2000Proportion of total dollars received, 1993 to 2000
(merit and need grants combined)(merit and need grants combined)
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The challenges The challenges –– a “perfect storm”a “perfect storm”

Increasing demandIncreasing demand
HS grads to increase 5% over next decade, 50% HS grads to increase 5% over next decade, 50% 
nationally will be Latinonationally will be Latino
700,000 more students at current participation rates700,000 more students at current participation rates

Lagging resourcesLagging resources
Operating expendituresOperating expenditures
Capital expendituresCapital expenditures
The promise of technology?The promise of technology?

Unknown impact of NCLB on preparation, Unknown impact of NCLB on preparation, 
demand, and participationdemand, and participation


