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Project SummaryProject Summary

GoalsGoals
Use differences in tuition pricing policies among Use differences in tuition pricing policies among 
states as a simplified natural experimentstates as a simplified natural experiment
Relate pricing policies to enrollment effectsRelate pricing policies to enrollment effects
Test the symmetry of enrollment effects of tuition Test the symmetry of enrollment effects of tuition 
price changesprice changes

FocusFocus
1990s tuition cuts in three states: California, 1990s tuition cuts in three states: California, 
Massachusetts, and VirginiaMassachusetts, and Virginia
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Tuition and Enrollment Tuition and Enrollment -- CaliforniaCalifornia
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Tuition and Enrollment Tuition and Enrollment -- MassachusettsMassachusetts
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Tuition and Enrollment Tuition and Enrollment -- VirginiaVirginia
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Tuition and Enrollment Tuition and Enrollment –– Remaining StatesRemaining States
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Annual Unemployment RatesAnnual Unemployment Rates
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1818--24 Population (Index: 1992=100)24 Population (Index: 1992=100)
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State Aid per 18State Aid per 18--24 Population24 Population
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ConclusionsConclusions

Enrollments in the three states increased after Enrollments in the three states increased after 
prices were cut, running counter to the national prices were cut, running counter to the national 
trendtrend
Economic conditions, demographics, and state Economic conditions, demographics, and state 
aid funding do not seem to explain the aid funding do not seem to explain the 
phenomenonphenomenon


