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Overview 

 International trends 

 Comparative international data on higher 
education 

 Challenges due to the financial crisis 
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International trends in higher education 

 Increasing enrollment – from elite to 
massification to universal 

 Shift from public to private sources of funding 

 Focus on quality assurance and the role of  
higher education in serving society and the 
economy 
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Tertiary attainment rates 
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Population that has attained at least tertiary education 
by age cohort (2008) 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Table A1.3a 



Differences in cohort attainment rates 
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Tertiary enrollment rates 
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Enrollment rates of 20 year-olds in tertiary education, 2008 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Table C1.3 



Spending on tertiary education 
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Tertiary education spending per student, 2007 ($US PPP) 

OECD Average 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Table B1.1a 



Tertiary education spending as % of GDP 

0.0%

0.5%

1.0%

1.5%

2.0%

2.5%

3.0%

3.5%

Au
st

ra
lia

Au
st

ria
Be

lg
iu

m
Ca

na
da

Cz
ec

h 
Re

pu
bl

ic
D

en
m

ar
k

Fi
nl

an
d

Fr
an

ce
G

er
m

an
y

G
re

ec
e

H
un

ga
ry

Ic
el

an
d

Ir
el

an
d

It
al

y
Ja

pa
n

Ko
re

a
M

ex
ic

o
N

et
he

rla
nd

s
N

ew
 Z

ea
la

nd
N

or
w

ay
Po

la
nd

Po
rt

ug
al

Sl
ov

ak
 R

ep
ub

lic
Sp

ai
n

Sw
ed

en
Sw

itz
er

la
nd

Tu
rk

ey
U

ni
te

d 
Ki

ng
do

m
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

O
EC

D
 a

ve
.

1995 2000 2007

© 2011, Donald E. Heller 8 Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Table B2.1 



Public and private investment in tertiary education 
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Public and private expenditures on tertiary education as % of GDP, 2007 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Table B2.4 
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OECD ave. 
attainment 

OECD ave. 
spending 

r = .68 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Tables B2.1a & A1.3a 



Tuition charges 
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Average university tuition fee charges, 2006-2007 ($US PPP) 

Source: OECD, Education at a Glance 2010, Tables B5.1 



Challenges 

 Continuing demands for public support of higher education 
 Expansion – access  and  completion 
 Controlling costs 
 Maintaining (or increasing) quality 

 The role of private funding 
 Tuition fees 
 Philanthropic support 
 Business support 

 Ensuring equity 
 Financial, academic, and cultural barriers 

 Managing the migration of students 
 Spaces 
 Revenue implications 
 Quality 
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Strategies 

 Increasing tuition fees 
 Student protests – Korea, U.S., France, England 

 Cost-cutting initiatives 
 Technology 

 Labor costs 

 Energy 

 Facilities 

 Productivity 

 Growth of private colleges and universities 
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Strategies (continued) 

 Increased private funding 
 Philanthropic support 

 Business support 

 Recruitment of international students 
 Quality of students 

 Quality of institutions, i.e., inspections of Korean universities by 
MEST 

 Increased government support? 
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http://www.personal.psu.edu/deh29 
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