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International trends in higher educationInternational trends in higher education

MassificationMassification

Shift from public to private sources of fundingShift from public to private sources of fundingShift from public to private sources of fundingShift from public to private sources of funding

Focus on quality assurance and the role of  Focus on quality assurance and the role of  
higher education in serving society and the higher education in serving society and the 
economyeconomy

© 2010, Donald E. Heller© 2010, Donald E. Heller 22



Tertiary attainment ratesTertiary attainment rates

%

Population that has attained at least tertiary education (2007)
Percentage, by age group
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1. Year of reference 2002        2. Year of reference 2004
Countries are ranked in descending order of the percentage of 25-34 year-olds who have attained at least tertiary education.
Source: OECD. Table A1.3a. See Annex 3 for notes (www.oecd.org/edu/eag2009).
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International studentsInternational students

Proportion of international students in tertiary education, 2007
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Tertiary education spending as % of GDPTertiary education spending as % of GDP

3.5%
1995 2000 2006
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Public and private investment in tertiary educationPublic and private investment in tertiary education

Public and private expenditures on tertiary education as % of GDP, 2006
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Spending on tertiary educationSpending on tertiary education

Tertiary education spending per student, 2006 ($US PPP)
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Relationship between spending and attainmentRelationship between spending and attainment
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Tertiary spending as % of GDP, 1995



Tuition chargesTuition charges
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Average university tuition fee charges, 2006 ($US PPP)
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Public funding for higher education in three countriesPublic funding for higher education in three countries

U.S. England Canada

Public/private funding mix 
(2006)

34%/66% 65%/35% (UK) 53%/47%
(2006)

Sources of public funding 51 1 11

F tti th it Mi d P bli P bliFee-setting authority Mixed Public Public

Loan providers Multiple 1 1+

Loan type Mortgage ICR Mortgage

Grants
Federal/state/
institutional

Federal/
institutional

Federal/
Provincialinstitutional
institutional

© 2010, Donald E. Heller© 2010, Donald E. Heller 1010

The challenges of affecting access and attainment through public policy levers
are quite different in the three countries



ChallengesChallenges

Continuing demands for public support of higher educationContinuing demands for public support of higher education
Expansion Expansion –– access access andand completioncompletion
Maintaining (or increasing) qualityMaintaining (or increasing) quality

The role of private fundingThe role of private fundingThe role of private fundingThe role of private funding
Increasing tuition feesIncreasing tuition fees
Private, philanthropic supportPrivate, philanthropic support
Business supportBusiness support

Ensuring equityEnsuring equity
Financial academic and cultural barriersFinancial academic and cultural barriersFinancial, academic, and cultural barriersFinancial, academic, and cultural barriers

Managing the migration of studentsManaging the migration of students
SpacesSpaces
Revenue implicationsRevenue implications
QualityQuality
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