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Why worry about college access?Why worry about college access?

College participation rates of unmarried 18-24 year old HS grads, 
by family income quartile
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Stratification in higher educationStratification in higher education

Distribution of each income quartile by sector and attendance
2003-2004 dependent students
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The educational pipeline The educational pipeline –– collegecollege--qualified studentsqualified students
1988 8th graders by family income in 1991
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Determinants of accessDeterminants of access
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Academic achievement Academic achievement –– U.S.U.S.
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Academic achievement Academic achievement -- PSSAPSSA
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Academic achievement Academic achievement –– U.S.U.S.
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Changes in tuition prices and incomeChanges in tuition prices and income
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The growth The growth –– and shift and shift –– in financial aid in financial aid 
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State spending on undergraduate grantsState spending on undergraduate grants
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Distribution of grant dollars by income quartileDistribution of grant dollars by income quartile
2003-2004 dependent students, all institutions
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State grant dollars by income quartileState grant dollars by income quartile
2003-2004 dependent students, all institutions
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Institutional grant dollars by income quartileInstitutional grant dollars by income quartile
2003-2004 dependent students, all institutions
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Grants to highGrants to high--income studentsincome students
Proportion of dependent students receiving grants, by income group (2003-2004)
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Grant aid to undergraduate studentsGrant aid to undergraduate students
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Actual & projected HS graduates, Northeast USActual & projected HS graduates, Northeast US
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ConclusionsConclusions

Gaps in college participation are attributable to academic barriers Gaps in college participation are attributable to academic barriers 
andand financial financial barriersbarriers

Tuition prices have beenTuition prices have been –– and likely will continueand likely will continue –– to grow fasterto grow fasterTuition prices have been Tuition prices have been –– and likely will continue and likely will continue –– to grow faster to grow faster 
than ability to paythan ability to pay

Institutional aid has become the largest source of grant aidInstitutional aid has become the largest source of grant aidg gg g

Both states and institutions are shifting from need to merit criteriaBoth states and institutions are shifting from need to merit criteria

Grants are shifting up the incomeGrants are shifting up the income ladderladderGrants are shifting up the income Grants are shifting up the income ladderladder

Number of HS graduates is decreasing, with minority students Number of HS graduates is decreasing, with minority students 
representing an increasing sharerepresenting an increasing share

1919© 2008, Donald E. Heller



Just in case you thought that testing and merit ends in college. . . . 
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Questions and discussionQuestions and discussion

http://www.personal.psu.edu/deh29
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