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What Family You Were Born Into  Really Matters

. . .or,

Family ≠ Destiny

but. . .
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Family background and college participationFamily background and college participation
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Family background and educational attainmentFamily background and educational attainment

BLS, Current Population Survey

Proportion of population 25 years or older with at least 4 years college
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Family background and academicsFamily background and academics
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How families influence college decisionsHow families influence college decisions

AspirationsAspirations

PreparationPreparation

SupportSupport

Financial resourcesFinancial resources
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Family influence Family influence –– prepre--college experiencescollege experiences

Experiences with postsecondary educationExperiences with postsecondary education
Parental educational attainment Parental educational attainment –– if, whereif, where
Siblings and other relativesSiblings and other relatives
Social and cultural capitalSocial and cultural capital

Location, location, locationLocation, location, location
Schools Schools –– academic and social influencesacademic and social influences
PeersPeers
Social support structuresSocial support structures
Access to informationAccess to information

Money, money, moneyMoney, money, money
Resources to pay for collegeResources to pay for college
Knowledge about how to gain resources Knowledge about how to gain resources –– college savings, tax college savings, tax 
credits, financial aidcredits, financial aid
Access to “shadow education”Access to “shadow education”
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Family influence Family influence –– during collegeduring college

Financial supportFinancial support
Paying the billsPaying the bills

Ability not to workAbility not to work

Educational “accessories” Educational “accessories” –– spring break, study abroad, spring break, study abroad, 
internship possibilitiesinternship possibilities

LuxuriesLuxuries

AspirationsAspirations
EncouragementEncouragement
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Family influence Family influence –– after collegeafter college

Aspirations for postAspirations for post--baccalaureate educationbaccalaureate education

Influence of student loans and borrowingInfluence of student loans and borrowing
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Negative family influencesNegative family influences

Demands of supporting a familyDemands of supporting a family

ParentsParents

SiblingsSiblings

ChildrenChildren

“Sandwich” generation“Sandwich” generation
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