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What Family You Were Born Into Real/ly Matters
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Eamily: hackground and cellege: participation

College participation rates of unmarried 18-24 year old HS grads
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Eamily, hackground and educationall attaimment

Proportion of population 25 years or older with at least 4 years college
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Eamily: backgreundand academics

Percentage of 1992 high school graduates
attending college by 1994

SES Quartile
Lowest Highest

Lowest 36% 17%

Test Not-so-smart
Ouarti Ie rich kids

Highest 78% 97%

Smart poor
kids
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IHewW families infilence college decisiens

ASpIrations
Prepalation
SUpPPort

Einancial resources
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Eamily infilence — pre-college experences

EXPErences With postsecendany education
s Parental educational attainment — If, Where
x Siblings and ether relatives
s Social and cultural capital
Lecation, location, lecation
s Schools'— academic and secial imfluences
m PEEers
m Soclal suppoert structures
s Access to Information

Vieney, Mmoeney, meney.
s Resources to pay for college

= Knowledge anout now: tor gain| resourcesi— college savings; tax
credits; financial aid

m Access to “shadow education™
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Eamily infilence — durng| college

Elnanciall support
Paying the bills
Ability net te work

Educational “accessories:” — spring break, study: abread,
Internship pessikilities

Luxuries

Aspirations

= Encouragement
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Eamily’ infiluence — afiter college

ASpirations for post-baccalaureate eaducation

Infltence of student: leoans, and! boerewing
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Negative family Infilences

Demands: efi Supporting a fanily/

u Parents
s Siblings
= Children

s “Sandwich™ generation
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