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State ment schplarship programs in; the Unitedl States

Mert aidinationally: hasr increased firom Iess; than 10% of
all'state’ aid 1 £992 te) 27%:) 1n 2002

14 states have bread-hased mert aid pregrams;, With
Massachusetts the most recent

IR 2002-2003,, the! 12 states Withl existing| pregrams
spent $1.2 billion en ment aid, and $349 million; en
need-hased aid

2002 CRP report ieund that these programs have dene
little to) premote college access for poor and minority.
students
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The John and Akigails Adams Schoelarshipr Program: in
Massachusetts

Proposed! by Governor Remney. i his; State ofi the State Address: in
Januany

To be awarded to top, 25% scorers on the 10™ grade MCAS English
and mati tests

Provides full-tuitien: scholarship te any: public institution: in
Massachusetts (laut /ot fiees)

Goveroer's propesal included a $2,000 benus; ol students scorng in
the top 10% oni MCAS

Studentss must maimntain 3.0 GPA ini college to retain; scholarship (3.3
for $2,000 bonus)

Expected tor cost $50 million annually: when fully implemented in
year four (2008)

Board ofi Higher Education approved tuition scholarship at June
meeting, set to finalize criteria next week
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Veasurng: Up. 2004
/e StalelReporit Cara. o1 I5/gner Eaucatorn

Graded all'50rstates In five areas related to RIgher
education: preparaten, participanen, afferdanility,
completion, and RERefits

Massachusetts received am “A* inall aneas except
afiferdanility, Where it received amn “E*

Eindings and guestions firem| the: report for
Massachusetts

“Over the past decade, the gap ini college participation between
Whites and minerty: ethnic groups has widened.

Can the state use: financial aid programs’ more: effectively to
Meet the needs of students frem Iow=Income families?

Can the state close the gaps In preparation and college
enrellment between whites and minerity’ ethnic students, and
petween high- and low-Inceme students?”
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Analysis eft Gevernor Romney: s preposal

Data firom 2002 10" grade class taking MCAS for the
first time: (mest recent data availanle from DOE)

Approximately: 69,000 students in 317 districts and 393
puiklic scheols 1IN Commoenwealth (IRcludingl charter,
alternativerschoels, etc.)

[hree: different metheds for calculating “tep 25% of
SCONErs:
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Alternatives fier ranking top; 25% scerers on MCAS

— Top 25%
— Not in top 25%0

Statewide Districts Schools

—>

Springfield HS
Springfield
Springfield Central

Jeremiah Burke

Boston Latin
Massachusetts
Madison Park

Weston HS

Lenox Mem. HS

Needham HS
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Top 25%) SColers — by lace

Statewide District

Asian 34, 2% 35, 1%

African American 5.0 11.3
IHispanic 4.3 11.2
Native American 0.8 14.2

Wihite ; 238.0
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Top 25% scorers — by district median Inceme

Statewide District

Bottom (=$45,309) 9.9% 22.6%
Second ($45,505, - $59,088) 18.6 245
Middle ($59,112 - $66,486) 22.3 25.0
Fourth ($66,553 - $82,190) 31.6 25.8

Top ($82,676 - $181,041) 50,1 26.3
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Top 25% scorers — other student characterstics

Statewide District

In firee/reduced lunchl progam 6.6% 15.8%
Disabled 2.9 5.0
Limited Englishr proficiency. 1.4 25

Parental education

Not a HS graduate

HS grad

Graduated fromr2-yr or tech
Bachelor’s degree

Advanced degree
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Top 25% scorers — by race
Comparing policy. alternatives

District — District —
Statewide w/0 performance at least one advanced
(original proposal) level and proficient

Asian 34.2% 35, 7% 2.1.0%
African American 5.0 11.3 4.1
[Hispanic 4.3 11.2 3.8
Native American 0.8 14.2 8.2

Wihite . 28.0
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Top 25% scorers — by district median Income
Companng pelicy alternatives

District — District
Statewide w/0 performance at least one advanceg
(original proposal) level and proficient

Bottiom (<$45,309) 9.9% 22.6% 10.1%
2nd ($45,505 - $59,088) 18.6 24.5 17.6
Middle ($59,112 - $66,466) 22.3 25.0 20.0
4th ($66,553 - $62,190) 31.6 25.8 24.3

Top ($82,676 - $181,041) 50.1 26.3 26.3
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Conclusions and recommendations from Massachusetts

Consider iImplementing an Inceme: cap

s Would allow: for larger schoelarships fier students who truly need the
assistance

Reconsider use: ofi the MCAS, as the'sele criterion! for awarding
scholanships

s Using the MCAS willf result in large gaps in schoelarship qualification rates
petween racial majonty:and minerty students, and depending upoen; the
rankingl method, Between rch and' peor students

Ensure that public colleges and Universities have pregrams, in; place
to helps stuidents: retain thelr: schielarships ence: enroelled

The fecus en early notification of fimanciall aid' eligibility: — during the
14t grade — is a concept that should be retained and incorporated
Inter ether state financial aid programs
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Key findings frem other states

Earrell = Alaska, Eleda, Kentucky, Michigan, New,
MEXICo

s IS study’s findings llliustrate that there are Inequities among
merit scholarsiips recipients and high school graduates... The
INequIties Impact access tor nigher eaducation fier minenty and
low-Income: students”

Cormwell & Mustard — Georgia

s “HOPE decreased: full-load enroliments and increased course
Withdrawals amengl resident freshmen’
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Key findings frem other states

Binder & Ganderton — New: Mexico

e have shewnrthat the' programwas net a cest-effective way/
to lure minority: and low-inceme: students ter UNM;, since: halfi of
the beneficiaries Were nen-minerty and 70 percent Were higher=
Income.... Thelarge programi participation amoeng rcher and
noR-mineKity students hegs: the question; eff whether this kind' of
need-blind pregram makes sense.”

St. Jehn — lndiana & Washington (oot states, combine
MEert ana means-testing)

“Jihe comparsen: of the lndiana and WWashington programs Is
revealing With respect to the: role of early financial aid
guarantees. In combinauoen, the twes cases lllustrate that a
targeted approach te need-based aid, linked to encouragement
for academic preparation, can Improve college access.”
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EGI moere Infermation and te dewnlead reperts

Nellie Mae Education Foundation: http://www.nmefdn.org

The Civil Rights Project: http://www.civilrightsproject.harvard.edu

Penn State University: http://www.personal.psu.edu/deh29
(to download slides)
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