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Critical Analysis of Teaching Context

The Context: 

Since I have not experienced being a teacher, I will talk about the context in which I will be in after I gradate. It is going to be in my home country Saudi Arabia, Riyadh; there are thirty students and are in at the elementary level, 7th grade. The school is only for girls, so I will have all girls. All girls are either from Saudi Arabia or from another Arab country, thus, they would be speaking the same native language, Arabic. The class is an English class, teaching it as a foreign language, EFL; it is a beginner level of English. This course is required to be taken by all students. The classroom doesn’t have any teaching technology such as overhead, projector, computers, etc. it only have a white bored to write on. The class is to teach the students the basics of grammar, vocabulary, reading, and writing in English. it is offered four days a week, basically everyday of the school week except for Wednesdays; each period going to last for fifty minutes.  
The overall purpose of the planned course is for English Language Learners to develop the necessary listening, speaking, and reading skills for communication, word recognition, comprehension, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and appreciation of print in order to be successful in using English. As well as to assure that the students learn all the basic writing, reading, speaking, and listening skills that could help them transfer to the next level of English. 
The Learners: 

The students are all from the same background and they speak the same language. Taking the class is mandatory, hence, the students need to take it either they like it or not. The most difficult thing for me as a teacher is to make the class lessons interesting. Most of the students probably will not use English when they come to my classroom because all the people around them speak Arabic, thus, there is no need to use English outside of the classroom. My job here is to encourage the students to talk outside of the classroom in English; in settings such as hospitals and stores because they will find many people who speak English. I would motivate the students by teaching 80% of the class in English and the 20% in Arabic to encourage them to use English most of the time in class. 

The students are all in fifth grade; sixth grade in Saudi Arabia is considered as an elementary level, where middle school starts by seventh grade. Thus, the students, most likely will not have any specific goals of what they are going to do next year since they are staying in the same school/level. However, I would ask them questions such as “what do you want to be when you grow up?” according to their answers I will give them a reason to why we need to learn English.  For instance, if one wants to become a doctor; I would response by saying it is hard to be a doctor when you do not know English because most of the words that doctors use are in English. Also, you have to meet other doctors from other countries to learn from them new ideas and treatment and because you do not know their language and they do not know how to speak Arabic; both of you need to speak in English in order to understand each other. 

The strategies that I would be using would be limited because of the lack of technology. I would be able to use posters and pictures for visual learners. Sometime students feel shy talking in front of the whole class, thus, whenever we finish from a lesson I would put them in pairs to do some activity such as role play. Cooperative learning is a great tool to encourage the students to use English while communicating, not just with me, the teacher, but also with their peers. In addition, the students most likely learned the very simple things of English such as the alphabets. However, in Saudi Arabia the students start learning English when they go to fifth grade. Hence, most likely they would not have a clue of what is English, but there are many students who learned something about English when they went to kindergarten. I would give a test in order to see how much they know about English. It would consist of what words and grammar rules students already know; do they use English in communication? If so where? And, (if they learn any) where did they learn it. Depending on the test result I will be reviewing the letters and the basics such as greetings with students during the first weeks and then move on to the other lessons. Lastly, it is hard to decide how the course going to run because it depend on the students themselves. 
The Curriculum, Materials, and Media: 


The ministry of education in Saudi Arabia does not have any specific standard for teachers to use. They only provide standard books for all teachers in Saudi Arabia. The teachers have to follow the book and teach the lessons accordingly. Therefore, because I have studied in the United States I have a good idea and background knowledge about what students should be at and what kind of standards they need to follow. The curriculum has to touch on four important skills: listening, speaking, reading, and writing. Hence, I found very helpful standards on the web that is from the State of Tennessee Department of Education, (ESL) curriculum standards. Since I am teaching sixth grade beginner ESL the following are the standards: 

Listening

1. Show an understanding of everyday vocabulary in social and classroom settings

2. Show an understanding of cause and effect

3. Respond to literal or inferential oral questions from teachers and others

4. Recognize vocabulary in fundamental and specialized concepts in content areas.
Speaking

1. Use generally correct intonation and phrasing when discussing a grade appropriate topic with acceptable fluency.

2. Use generally acceptable grammar when speaking, expressing opinions and answering questions

3. Ask and respond to questions from teachers and others

Reading

1. Demonstrate an understanding of basic print concepts

2. Identify high-frequency sight words and read aloud short sentences

3. Determine the answer to a literal or simple inference question from a passage

4. Determine the antecedent of a personal pronoun and noun phrase

5. Identify the main idea or main topic when it is explicitly or not explicitly stated in a reading passage.

6. Demonstrate an understanding of comparisons and contrasts

7. Identify cause and effect in a reading passage

8. Demonstrate an understanding of details in a story.

9. Understand literary elements (plot, character, setting, point of view, flashback, resolution, and theme).
Writing

1. Write and use correct forms of verbs

2. Use correct form of subject-verb agreement

3. Write and use nouns correctly

4. Demonstrate a knowledge of articles used correctly in writing

5. Demonstrate an understanding of pronouns in writing

6. Demonstrate an understanding of adjectives

7. Use phonetic strategies to spell words correctly

8. Use punctuation correctly in writing

9. Use capitalization correctly in writing
10. Demonstrate an ability to write sentences correctly

Assessment: 


Assessment is the hardest part of the curriculum; in Saudi Arabia the only assessments that the teacher required to do is testing. There is not any national testing such as the PSSA in Saudi Arabia. However, there are three midterm exam and one final that students have to take. The teachers have to write these tests and it need to reflect what was taught in the course. Beside tests, a teacher can base the grading on what she thinks it important such as attendance and participation. Thus, there are not any kinds of authentic assessment. However, in learning a second language students need to be assessed by other kind of assessment to have a fair distribution. Many students have great skills when they learn a second language, but do not know how to answer questions on exam. Hence, it would be fair for them to have different kind of assessments. 


I would have to test the students in other ways. In order for me to test the students on listening skills I would have them all sit as if they are taking a test; take out a paper and write a response to each question I ask. This is not only to make sure that they response correctly to my questions, but also to asses their writing of full sentences and use of vocabulary. For speaking, I have to do it one-to-one, but because of class time I would ask the students before or after the lesson starts about things we learned. I would pick students and see how they response to my questions by speaking. This might take me a week to asses all of the students; they won’t know that it was an assessment, so the test anxiety won’t exist. This kind of assessment will help me see how the student pronounce, phrase, and use correct grammar when speaking. 


For reading, I would have the students read in turn in class during lessons. This would help the students learn and teach others. In other words, a student would be able to read out loud, so others can listen to how she pronounces the words correctly and learn from her mistakes. After each reading I would ask the students about what the main idea, plot, main character, etc. to make sure that students understood what they read.  In addition, I will have the students to do a book report. Where the students have to chose a book to read it over one month, then do a presentation of what the book is about and tell us about the theme, plot, main ideas characters, what she learned, etc. the students would be understanding the value of reading and this would encourage them to read more and understand what they read. This would be a project that worth 12.5% of their grade.  


For writing, which is mostly be assessed by exams. The exam will test the students on grammar skill where I give a list of sentences that have grammatical errors and ask them to figure out what is wrong in this sentence and how it should be written. I would also ask short-answer question where they need to write about five sentences in answering these questions. Lastly, I would grade their spelling skills by giving them a list of pictures and they have to write the name of the item under the pictures.  However, I would not ask them to do any essays because they are just in a beginning class. But if the students show good progress in writing the short essays in the exams I would let them do long essays. 
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